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Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Turkey* 






Part XXI. 



No. 1. 

Cowl Zohral to ike Earl of Drrhy.-(Received January 1, 1873.) 

(Nq l 131* Political.) Erzeroum, December S, 1S77. 

nt mjf f *KSfl2 “XroTS“i>« G b7S 

SgS&S&SlSf «££.•» 

hundreds of houses tenantlcss. j ^ ove ^ 

(Signed) JAS. ZOHUAB* 


No, 2. 

Acting Consul Barker to the Earl of Derby.-{Receined January l, 1878.) 

(No. 51* Political,) Satonica, December 20, \877* 

* VHAVE the 

ssssf .*? £ &3SKUJ9. jfet “ 

5 no disturbance had taken place here during the Feast of 

Bairam. I have, Sec, 

(Signed) 

_ _ 


W. tmnn 

EDWARD B. U. BARKER. 


[ 180 ] 
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Indosurc in No. ft* 

Acting Consul Barter to Mr. Luyard. 

g- r So lmka, Becem her ! 7 . 1S7 7. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that the K&Tmskam of Volenvsws in 
time to prevent the violation of the French Post-office, attempted cm the 30 th ultimo by 
the Bimboshi commanding the troops, another officer, and some aoLdieni, the object of 
which was to obtain possession of the newspapers (torn Greece, and prevent then circula¬ 
tion. Mr. Vice-Consul Surer now informs me, under dote the 13th instant, that, by orders 
received at Volo from the Mnshir commanding the forces m the vilayet ol J«P, 
the Bimhuahl who ordered, and the cilfrer and soldiers who executed, the a tempted 
violence, were tried by ooUrt-marttob arid sentenced the officers to three months detention 

in the Citadel at Volo, and the soldiers to forty days* * 

The new Governor of Urissa, Ahmet Fame PtaK who has shown so imich energy 
in reposing d^era since bis arrival, has tendered his resipi«t,OB, h» him 

decanted by the Porte, and he has left Larissa to embark at Volo let Constantinople. 
Petitions have been signed, and me going to he sent to the I orte, in the hope they may 

lead to his re-appointment to the Governorship of Thessaly. „ _ 

Yesterday a Finnan was read and published here in the Salomon Ga-icttt, per¬ 
mitting the enrolment of CBristians and Mrs for military service us Civic Guards, and in 
the local Gendarmerie Corps. J hear from Mr. Suter that the same has taken place at 
Larissa, and that several Chrisliims raid too or three Jews have come forward to be 
cnrelled, the pay being 300 piastre® a month, with the daily ration of half an okc of bread, 

and h of 3( . 0 til of tithe wheat to Janitm from ’Eticaln, where they 

have been stored, liaa been ordered by the Porte j but as their carnage would require 
ft,000 animals, and the pass at Meztova is impracticable at tins mtou from smow, it is 
probable this grain will be sent to Veto, and there he shipped for 1 tvvem : and thus trade 
will net suffer by the monopoly of all means of traffic for ho lung a nrae ttlc ^'™S e t(i 

Jarsinn by land would entail on the public. 

J 1 have, &c* _ 

^Signed) EDWARD 6. B, BARKER. 

December l ft* 

P.S-—The Cmirban Bui ram feast has passed off without any disturbance* 

lij* Ur Ji. p« 


No. 3. 

Mr. Luyard to the Earl of Derby,—(Recsivtd January 1, 1878.) 

K^r ,et0 ComtantiaopU, December 31,1877, 

'' TURKISH Minister for Foreign Affaire informs mo that the Russians are advancing 
lit force on Sofia, mid that the military authorities have colled upon the civil .popelution os 

tlu. ^^ 0 re onl^a^ m battalions there, which are not considered sufficient for this 
defence of the place. The force at Kamarlh which consist* cl about 40 battaliorih, has 
been ordered to foil bade, and it is hoped that it will be in time to do m 

The position of military affuire in Western ftoumelta is not satisfactory. 


No. 4, 

Mr. Luyard to the Earl of Derby— (Received January 1, ISfa.) 

\ CVm^ ttmtinop fe, December 31.1878* 

^ Br STFVENS, Chief Surgeon of Stafford House Hospital at Ku.tohuh, tckgrapha 
to me that on <dDih, during artillery five from both ride®, Rician UUery near Menchikoff 
SSSSS the U$m *# whj& Struck d kdhng one man and 
wounding fire* One ward, cojilsiniqg fifty-four beds, wu» entirely destroyed. Next day 


the *Evme battery, and that at the end of the Giurgcvo, bud directed about thirty shots at 
the hospital, of which seven struck the wards and three the office. Ihe patients were 
removed, and nobody was wounded* Two R«1 Crescent flag*, which always fly on _he 
hospital were waved on both occasions, but the Rumus took (no?) notice of them, .Hie 
hoBmtfll k about 2 kifom. from the town, and there is no battery nearR nor m a line with 
it The surgeons had believed themselves safe under the protection of international 
simulations, but the danger to which they and their patients are exposed by the Russians 
breach of. the Convention obliges them to remove their patient* elsewhere, 

Df. Stevens begs that the attention of the parties to tile Convention may be culled to 

these* facte. 


No. 5, 


Mr, Luyard to the Earl of Derby .—{Received January 1, 1878*) 

/TdcmSicA Constantinople, December 31, 1877. 

^ ^ PORTE is about to issue a Circular notifying that blockade of Albanian coast is 
reduced to a simple closing of the ports.from pptezz to mouth of Boyann. Yessde not 
laden with contraband of war will bo warned off on arrival. Contraband will be seized* 


No, 0, 


Gnwui Si* John to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 1, 1878.) 

T j p Lj c \ Ragusa, December 31,1877, 

* C ^AUSTRIAN Ironclad " Don Juan " and a gun-boat have sailed for Activeri to embark 
nun-combatant Albanian population. 


No. 7. 

Lord Lyons to the Earl of Derby.—’(Received January ft.) 

(No. 2.^ Mont Confidential.) *** 1, 1378, 

^ YOUR Lord tin |> will not have forgotten the earnestness with which the Due Decav.es, 
from time to lime while lie was Minister for Foreign At!airs, represented that il the forces 
of England should be occupied in the Eaat, Prince Bismarck would MOW the opportunity 

in order to make agprrcssiona In the West, , , . . 

h\ malting those representations, the Due Decays was no doubt actuated, m gryat 
measurLs by Iron- partisanship for Russia, ami by the desire to prevent her being 
interfered with by England; but l suppose he really thought that France, if not Holland, 
might be in aom/dangcr if the forces of England, sa well aa those of Item were so 
occupied as to leave the field clour in Western Europe for any designs which Lnnco 

M. Waddington approached the same subject in rather a different way yesterday. 
Sneaking to me most confidentially* ho said that it whs all important to France 
that England and Russia should not ha involved in hostility He woe, he rife&mafc 
aimouAhnt France should not be left mfrtiU with Pnp« Btsmarok, wbc her 
Hi-hncsa plaved the pan of an enemy or of a tempter. In either character h» Highuesa 
might be danger oub, although the French Govornmiait would, M. Waddington dedaredp 
be honest, and be firm in rejecting ail suggestions that France should oggrandiiie her^If 

at the expense of her neighbours. e iaTft rvin™ 

M, Waddinpton remarked that the prospects of the Exhibition of 18/8 gave Franco 

n special reason for desiring the cessation of war; but that n more urgent cwBidemtion 
witl the French Government was the danpr of other Powers becoming involved m the 

war in the East, if it went on much longer, bavo &o* 

/StiFiiRd 1 ! LYONS, 
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No. 8. 

Sir A. BuAanan to tke Ear l of Dtrby.-(Reccmd Janwry 2.) 

. _ Vienna, January X f 1&7B. 

?“1BSL* sent m Golden Fleece to ^ to Count Aoto*, 

I am toldj by a moat fluttering message Irom His Mnjest)._ 


No. 9. 

Cotml-Bebtral Stanley to tie B«rl of Ltrty.—(Retired Jttmaty %) 

Odessa, January 2, 1678. 


Nfc 10, 

Mu Lwjttrd to the Earl 0 / Derby.—(Received January 2.) 

{t° 1 ^rtfhic ) Cbnrfaniinupk* Janvot^ 2 , 1878- 

^REPETITION of telegram of tlie 3! at, 

ssSteSsfc ww;>.«.- .TTitr ** “ “ “' 

^ OI<1 “ Montenegrins are ravaging the country around Duleigoo ami near Qoyann. 


No. 11. 

Lord da 0 tort/! to the Bari f **"3 :J - l878 > 

(Na. 5Q0.) BfWifl.* December 31, 3377- 

to enjoy official inspiration, *(*»■« that jurtftd » P«J«*8 tJ ,,CLU I > wl 
France must then necessarily take possession ni Syne* ^ ^ 

(Signed) ’ Olio RUSSELL. 


No. 12. 

Conan!-Genera I Ifiila to lie Earl of Derby— (S«o»«a January 3.) 

Belgrade, ./unwary 3, 1878. 

^TlffllEE abolishes <*rinin existing nplations on , ha 

on the plea that Servia is now a sovereign mdepmdont 3tate. rurther 
W accomplish such situation, with a vhtw to make it a /ml accompli- 


ft 


No. 13. 

The Earl of Derby to Lord A. Lo-ftn#,* 

fTelciranhic ) Fereiffii l878, 5 45 *■?; 

CAPTAIN THACKERAY, of the Lanarkshire militia, who had gone os a spectator 

to the front, ill believed to have been taken prisoner by the Russian forces at Tashkc^n, 
Please endeavour to ascertain and procure his release. 


No, Ui 

The Earl of Derby to Mr . Lawrd> 

fTplesrraijhlc 1 V&rmgn Office, January 3, 1878, 6’15 P.M. 

TOUR telegram No, 590, respecting Russian fire on hospitals, has been repeated te 
Lord A, Loftoft, with instructions to bring matter to notice of Russian Government. 


No, IB. 


The Earl of Derby to Lord A. Lofius. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, January 3, 1878, 6*25 p.m, 

FOLLOWING telegram, dated December 31, received from Mr, bayard j and I have 
to instruct you to bring the matter to the notice of the Russian Govcrameut:— 

«0r Stevens, Chief Surgeon of Stafford House Hospital, at HuBUlmk, telegraphs 
to me that on the S9tfe, during artillery fire from both aides, Russian battery « 
Mcnchikolf Church fired eight shots at the hoapital, two of which struck it, klll ^ one 
man and wounding five. One ward, containing flftyf v? M«. «* 

Next day the same battery, and that at the end of the Gmrgevo road, directed abou 
thirty shots at the hospital, of which seven struck the wards, and three the office, Ihe 
patients was removed, and nobody was wounded. Two Red Crescent flags, whic 1 1 ^ jap y 
on the hospital, were waved on both occasions, but Russians took (no ?) notice ol them 
The hospital is about two kilometres from the town, and there is no battery near it nor m 
s line with it. The surgeons had behoved themselves safe under the protection of inter¬ 
national stipulations ; but the danger to which they mid then- patients are exposed bv the 
Russians' breach of the Convention obliges them to remove their pfltfentsi elsewhere, 

*< Or, Stevens begs that the attention of the parties to the Convention may he called 

to these facte” 


No, 16 , 

The EaH of Derby to Mr. Wyndham. 

^ Foreign Office t January 3, 1878- 

l APPROVE the steps taken bv you, ns reported in your despatches Nos, 36 H and 
3fU of the 17th ultimo, with regard to Ibe communication to the Hellenic Government ut 
the information contained in my telegram of the 15th ultimo, with a view to strengthen 

their hands in the prevention of msurrectbnary movcmeuU m Crete- 

r l am> «e. 

(Signed) DERBY, 


No. 17. 




The Earl of Derby to Mr, fFynttAam. 

^ Foreign Office, January 3, 1878. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 358, Confidential, of ttia 17tb ultimo, 1 Imyo 
to express to yon my approval of your buy ing suggested to Admiral Hornby that it might 

* A piiailap l4igint wb* addrtfttMl to LiuMii-'uant’Cstfliiel MahjC sH. 
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be desirable, under enisling circumstances, that uo British vessel of warBhouid be stationed 
st the Wireoe. Um.&e. 

{Signed} DERBY, 


m, 18, 

Consul Bluni to the Bari of Derby,—{Received Jafutary 4* 1S78,) 

ily Lirf F0Ut ' Ca, ‘ ) Adrimoph, December 16, 1S77. 

y x HAVE tlie honour to incloso to your Lordship the copy of a despatch with its 
indosure which I have to-day addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, 
relative to the dismissal by Ahmed Vefik Paslm. late Governor-General of Adnnnoplc, of 
Said Ago, Kaimakam of Tchirpan, and other public functionaries in this vilayet, nnd 
their indictment for corrupt practices. ^ r ^ * 

(Signed) X E BLUNT, 


lndcanre L in No. IS* 

Gansiit BJtmf fo Mr, I*wjard. 

g* r . Adricmople t December 10£ 1877* 

I HAVE the satisfaction to state that 5a3d Aga, whose arbitrary conduct l reported 
to your Excellency in my despatch of the 7th August last, has been dismissed from 
(heoffice of Kmmakam ol Tchirpan, by Ahmed Vef$ Pasha, the late Governor-Gene ml 
of Adriano pie, shortly before his Excellency was recalled from here, 

I inclose a report on the auWeet from Mr. Acting Vice-Consul Calvert of Pinlippo- 
polis. 1 Ills toh! that Said Aga has been summoned to Constantinople to give an account 
of hia admini&trfltbn* 

Other members of the provincial administration have also been dismissed at the 
inettmee of Ahmed Vefik Pasha, and are now rendering an account of their ml practices. 
Among them I may mention Hazmad&r^adah Melimcd Eflbndi, the chief clerk oj rhe 
ivmizi Ifukouk (Criminal Court) of Adriattople, and who also at the same time acted m a 
similar capacity at the Court Martial hero. He is accused of taking bribes from persons 

under trial, and he has been put under arrest, , „ , , . ™ j- i ^ * 

h?M Bey, the Muteaarif (Licutcnant-Govenior), and Fakan Efteudi, the MnNMtidin 
{Chief Receiver of the Revenue) of the province of Redos to, wore ako both suspended 
from their respective offices by Ahmed Veik Paslm under the implication of corrupt 
practices. A special Commission is now inquiring into their conduct. 

1 I have, &o. 

(Signed) J, E, BLUHT. 


lucksure 2 iu No. 18, 


Ftcc-Ceniuf Calvert to Consul Ufunt* 

gjj PhiRppopolii December 2, 1877* 

I AM happy to report to you that Ssud Aghn, tbs Turkish Magnate of lehirpan, 
who was last tpring made Khimakam of that districtj and whose arbitrariness and rapacity, 
both before and after his nomination to that jiurt, 1 have several times had occasion to bring 
to your notice, has juei been superoeded* 

Hi& successor is a certain Suleiman Agha, of Sistova, 

On ihtt eve of his dismissal Said Agha arrested, on a cl targe of sedition, three 
Bulgarian traders of Tchirpan, and telegraphed to Suleiman Pafilm at Shiunla, accusing 
them of sedition, and asking what ho should do with them. Suleiman luh&j in reply, 
instructed him to send the prisoners to Philippopoli for (Hal, willed* he did, 

Thdr examination by the Court-martial under Rithat Pstehu brought to light the fact, 
hiR Excellency infantm hip, that a considerable mm of money wfis due to them by Said 
Agha, At the same time their utitwera under exucui tuition wore such na to convince tlie 


7 


Tribunal of their innocence, The prisoner* were, however Sent to tote antuiojdc the ,U, 
before yesterday, in order, I rim given to understand, that they should uiake ereor u 
complaint. before a superior tribunal. of their treatment at the hands ot and Agha. The 
miinues of their examination were forwarded to Constantinople tlie earn® dny* 

(Signed) haVC ’ R K. i. CALVERT. 


No, 19. 

IScfi-Groswl Biliotti to the Earl of Derby —{Received Jamary 4, 1878.) 


Merit'd Trebhond, December 17, 1877. 

Jt H AVE the honour to report that on Tuesday last the Greek Monastery of Sumda, 
situated at ten hours’ distance from this in the direction of Gumushfmd, was plundered by 

Q ^ThC moimterj^hkh was founded, tradition says, so far back os the year 385 a.b., 
during the reign of Theodosius, and enlarged at later periods by the By ^nline Empcror^ 
is situated iifa lonely place, hut in an almost inaccessible position. It is in 1lj«h repute 
among the Christians owing to its poB#semg, besides the miraculous iimsge ot 1 „ 

to which it owes Its foundation* a piece of the true Gross. It is also held m reverence >y 
the Mussulmans, many of whom, at least 500 yearly, go there m pilgrimage with imper- 
taut offerings in kind and money. It contains valuable ornaments and ear mtet of silver, 

IliTmonastery is inhabited by twelve monks and throe servants^ In the afteriioco of 
Tuesday last two Turks and two women knocked nt tha door, which is always kept closed, 

*md i^ked admitlan«* lllCRl ;i f lcr men had, as usual, handed in their arms 

through the wicket; the two supposed women, who were men in disguise, threw open 
their veils, drew their arms, and took possession of the door, which wafl invaded at > ie 
hv fourteen other Turks who lay concealed in the immediate vicinity. They rushed to 
the chapel where the monks were congregated and fired their markets, which ^ 
onlv with blank cartridges. Of course Ihc monks, old men, for the most part, could offer 
no resiatanCO. They were told to give up their treasure, the Giaoura (Russians) being at 

Erzeroum, and shortly coming down* , . , . w - K 

It is evident that the object of the robbers was to obtain money, of which they 

ihnueht that the monks wore well provided. But having discovered only about m m 
coinftlicv carried away six watches and all the wearing apparel belonging to the monks, 
itiwdl as the following property of the monastery: 5 email silver crosses, 17 small caud e- 
5B2 2 ohali^Tintiere, 2 out of ft ailm trays which were piled together, several 
embroidered church vestments, 10 ekes of out-oftuse silver ornaments, m cakes of old 

copnar vessels. To these spoilti they added cheese, butter, and bread. 

P Their not having touched any of the silver aod gold ornaments studded with F<™us 
stones, which adorn the images, especially that of the Holy Virgin, can bj » 
by 1 he fact ihat Lho Mussulmans in this province reverence the shrine of Murcm Ann, the 
name under which the monastery iti known among them. One of the plunderer* having 
attempted to lay hands on the image of the Virgin* the others, struck with superstitious 
we, prevented him from so doing, one of the gang even threatening him with a cutlass 

should he noi desist from Ilia intention, . , . , . 

l!ut odd enough they apured more vuluablu objects of the kind or those l ej’ fflrn d 
iiwsij, and which were at their diacretion, such as pure gold chalice, crosses will, precious 
SSfctaJ^rilvaT candlesticks, Ac. The Christians detect in this fart am,mote of the 

\ trgm of ^j, ^ t [ le 0 (jj eets jtolcn, half of which were private property oi the monks, 
is about 400;, The richly embroidered church vestments are not me nded in this suns. 
they being more priced d relics of the pest than for tire mtrmsio value they represent. 

The inonka value tliein upwards of 1 ,OOUi, * , . * 

The robbere struck the monks with Lira butt end of then muskets m order to make 
them disclose their supposed treasure. However, besides the Superior, •who wniMto 
have been rather severely handled, and is said to he in a precarious condition, Ilia other* 

llSTt Among the plunderers was a Turk, supposed to be a deserter, he Wcanug the uniform 
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is mmmtmmmmmm& “ 

SgtJSIfSSytpE! “>«*“« [irovineo, it«*A» « «“ • 
thin objest will be fltuuned. . t **** that about a week before the Greek 

rot shown tire same respect for images as did 

those at Snrajla. suspicion, bat they managed to escape in the night, 

and if U that nothin, more will he heard on tire sublet. 

(Signed) ‘ ALFRED BILIOTTI. 


No. 20 . 

Co llS ul Smdmtk to ft* Earl ofDnby.-(Received donmry 4, 1878.) 

(No. 80. Political.) Dncm bt>- 23,1877- 

M X ^ d * . .. , 7H o( th. i 6th instant I had the honour to inform your Lordship 

S.s^ffSfiSSw *»& &■"» s&graaas stm 

thither, the town of RetUymo having C C , ” nubllelv elected by the people under 

people. The fact of these representativeha"* **“*™Sto ££[£•£» l» which the 

the eyes of the authorities 'p^ h ' WRS convened by the llishop in the 

SS^ andtvJ of the most respectable Christians uore choson and scut forth 

011 lh fw ^^^todniSdSda put fo^by the last two General 

S‘ □"» to drelrSnlmans to complain of their 

Hftii they are to assist in appointing u police force, charged with tire duty of 
preserving order and of putting down robbety an < ’ ls “ 0 f the delegates for the 

1 A central village W *«■“ ** “TrT J KiSTami Tho thirty men 
threewestom mb-ilislr,ct^ ol £■««•,Jggjj thR Committee A, addressed a letter 
elected on this occasion, vtHo have i m which they assured us that in 

to my col leagues of Franre and Giwoe and to y. designs against their Mosleui fellow- 
thus assembling they were lei h £* wUs . 6 ,) 1 /i t ow £ and further declaring that they 

—asssrrirs. £ X i»- -I a— '•> 

appointing a poUwo fji^roW;. ^ ^,5 that they will do nothing to the detri- 

!«'?£“ have taken the alarm. At Bethy.no, as 1 am informed 

J“*i “*.*rlsi 1 theMuwuJao villagers began flocking into the town a week ago. 

si l fl he t !^tWti*r»hutZ gates against them, hut the stream of fugiUvea became so 
At first the autbprmea buhl iw ,7® \ju lhHMnr ;f Pasha thought it prudent to admit 

groat, the men being Ml «h l 5J Ch^ttana.' During the last 
them, and their adtmstoon ^catt-tl re *“*g* gJJ on a smaller scale; nevertheless 
lew days a similar rapwrosrtwtoking^^ ^ ft 8 nl(lnin| , , wtt y from an imaginary 

gj - t"«be notub'that the mot dWri.given out by the Committee is, that 

P{ ■“*,"» Mfi'VSrnfCU. «ua *» V c r ., n. r 

ten days ago, landed m this J , Rn a brought with him sovernl immlred rifles 

(tcwmipanicd by lltsoen er twi nrj • ; ! ik i 0 j than, as if by a previously 

and about 100 cases «**»“'"• H J[“K JS?m on tire beJobto receive 
SgSfjC^Sk. stores were rapidly carried off to the mountains. Htf Mtchah at 
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ont* repaired to his village of Lakes, wbtre ho was welcomed by Ilia people, but told In 
unmistobbls terms that they ivould not abet him in any insurrectionary designs* It 
benomea more and more apparent, indeed, that the inhabitants m this part of the country 
are disinclined for any hostile movement, being anxious for the advent of spring before 
on a course# hostilities, They know that tiioir families would oe espMd to 
fl mci sufferings if forced to take to the mountains in mid-winter. Tins eireumsteuee i* of 
sQmf moment, as, if an iiiBttrreetioit h staved off, it will aflord a olvunec of m under- 
rttandim 1 - being coma to with ibe Imperial Commissioners, whoso arrival » daily expauteds 
h| M&tefi ™ the bearer of a latter to the Cretans, written by an J ^ 
countryman of theirs, wSio has made bs fortune m Athens, Ho lells Lhem that tbu Ml 
receive more guae and ammunition, and even money, and advises thorn to demand w ■ 
annexation of the isLmda to Greece j but if they arc not nnammous in that wish (ns they 
undeniably are not) to demand wlmt they consider the beat for their interests, urging them 

in nuv ease to he of the aume mind, . 

There is certainly no enthusiasm ai present for annexation to Greece-tmopiei cjuu i^ 
stance which is favourable to the success of the mission intrusted to Kosiahi Adossides 

Faflha ' 1 have, Sc. 

(Sighed) THOMAS B. SAND WITH. 



No. 21. 

Consul-Gmera! mite to the Hurl of DwJy.— (Ettebfd January 4. 1878.) 

M fi | 20 t Pi,iit ‘ Cf!l ' ) Bely,-ode. Dataller 28. 1877. 

y WITH reference to my telcgmm of the 26th December, on the subject of IheAnarku. 
deelaiiition at Belgrade, 1 run informed that, the Servian Munster for Foreign Affaire was 
desirous to learn the precise limitation of frontier of Bosnia, and also Hercegovina, with 
regard to which Prince Milan was to abstain from military operations; but Iho AMtiim 
Agent was without instructions cm this point. Competent persons former j told me he 
Novi-Bazar would not be allowed to become Servian, but it la not improbable umc that 
i’rincc Milan will make attempt to occupy the town and the district ot that name. 

Though even actual occupation does not prejudice future definitive arrangements, atill 
file above ^exclusion of certain provinces, combined with the language id llussia here, is 
interpreted as signifying that Austria has become reconciled to the idea of Servian progress, 

nrnvided this he" neat done in a part km lav direction. 

Such concession to Russian views in favour of Senna by the Cabinet ot \ tenna was 
deemed smite latch impossible at Pesth, and indicates that the bunt ul ultimate yielding m 
tliat direction may not yet be thought entirely exhausted. The absence of all allusion to 
independence pretended to by this Principality is likewise construed in a sense highly 

^WUhWtottianviow. as to two provinces, these trill not he fully known 
until RumImi 9 plans respecting Bulgaria arc entirely developed, tuid they will probably 
continue qutel in the meantime. 

(Signed) * w‘ A. WHITE. 


No. n, 

Mr. bayard to the Earl of Derby*—(Received January 4J 

/TOfifJnTikhif' ’i January li, 1878. 

MINISTER for Foreign Affairs ioformfl me that Shakir Paslsa Iwis sncc<redt. i d in 

cfcbute in the Chamber on the answer to the Sultan's speech, a [javagraph 
exprehiihij^ wmit oi confftleiicc in Alinisterti was cauied. 
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No- 23, 


The Earl of Derby to Lord A * Loftus* 

(Telegraphic.) Forjfja Office, JM A > 

THE Turkish Ambassador has just communicated to me a telegram irom tirn Forte 
statins that the Turkish forces will probably be compelled to evacuate Sophia* and will bo 
unable to remove 500 sick end wounded now there without exposing tfaam- to certain death 
in this weather. The Turkish Gommantto have been instructed' to come to an Linder- 
stnndinir with the Russian Generals us Lu the care of these patients t lho Porte appeals to 
our humanity to address the Busman Govern men b in order to obtain the best treatment 

possible for those who may fall into them hands. ... 

l have promised that Her Majesty's Government will do what they oan m the matter, 

and shall bp obliged by your representing it to Prince Gortehakow* 


No. 24* 

Mr * Lay^rd to the Earl of Derby—{Received January 5, 1878*) 

(No. 1506- Very Confidential.) <*■*,*■ r n j oo urn 

My Lord, Cmflfcmfmopfc, Decmbw 22* 1877* 

PRINCE REUSS, in the course of a oonvensation on the present state of affairs here, 
thought tit to condemn in very strong terms the appeal lor mediation made by the I mu* 
to the Powers* which ho was good, enough to attribute to my advice* Ijis Highness 
observed that Russia would not listen to it. She had made war atone upon Turkey* and 
with Turkey atone she would make peace, li the Sultan, therefore, wished the war to 
end* be had only to address himself directly to the Emperor o! Russia. Germany would 
not have accepted a mediation between Kernel f arid France, Nor would any independent 
Power he disposed to do so, England was pushing the Turks on to war. She would 
gain nothing by it. Turkey was exhausted, If she continued to fight she would have 
in the end* after a further enormous sacrifice of life and treasure* to accept sunotemH ^ 
Russia clioso to impose upon her), whether England liked tt or not- Engl and bad made 
A great show last Bummer i she had sent some ships t» Besika Bay and ti few hundred' 
men lo Malta, But- nothing came of it* Events which your Lorusbip had declared' 
would affect British interests* and would not be viewed with indifference by Englandi bad 
already Opened and had been quietly accepted. Your Lordship would doubtless find a, 
way of reconciling anything eke that Russia might do with British interests. His High¬ 
ness was, therefore, of opinion that England was only misleading the Turks by inducing 
them to believe that she was prepared lo resist any terms, whatever they might bo, which 

Russia would impose upon Turkey* . * , * . * 

Ah this,, mid a good dcabmore lo the same effect a was said in i imt sneeung tone winch 
IJnnce Rcuss usually adopts when he speaks of : England* l answered him that, although 
'Jf did not consider myself responsible for the appeal for mediation addressed by the rorte 
to the Powers, l could not but approve of it as a step entirely in accordance with the 
Treaty of Paris, which had not hitherto, ns far as I knew, been formally abrogated. I 
could not admit, I said, his antilogy between the war between Germany mid branee and 
that between Russia and Turkey, The former arose from questions at issue between too 
two belligerents alone* anti no other Power not directly affected by the result bad a right 
to intervene. But the present war was waged by Russia* so she he rad f had declared, as 
the “ mandatairc” of the Powers signatories of the Treaty of Baris* which had been entered 
into by ilium for the purpose of protecting Turkey from aggression on the port oi ltuesia. 
That Treaty was still in force, and until it hod been ^ut aside it was inaumbont upon the 
Port® to appeal to the Parties to it when her independence and integrity* which it bad 
guaranteed;, were threatened. If the Powers refused to acknowledge iho 1 maty* and to - 
lintnn lo her appeal* it would then be for Turkey to consider whether or not she should 
address herself directly to Russia* and accept such terms as Russia might impose upon 
her. But l added 3 that he was very little acquainted with the spirit mid fading of the 
English people if lie thought that they.would accept with quiet resignation any arnuiran- 
ment which might seriously affect the interests and dignity of the British Empire* lo 
encourage Russia to exact from Turkey concessions which would be prejudicial to chose 
interests was not rendering her good service. Thu Emperor Nicholas ban mtit!c the fatal 
mistake of believing those who told him that England laid fallen so Sow that she was ready 
to make any sacrifice for (lie Hake of peace. The Crimean war was the result 

I have merely reported this private conversation to your Lordship to show Ihe hostile 


* ***** 
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feeliiiL^ which Prince Room entertains towards England, and the manner id which he 
adloeTtcs the policy nod interests of Russia. In fact* since be him been here* lm has been 
as much the Ambassador of Russia as of Germany. 

1 have, _ 

(Signed) A: Hi LAY ART). 


No. 25- 

Afr. Layard to the Earl of Derby ^(RoceivedJanuury 5* 1873.) 

Grotfaiirinopie* De can her 24, 1877- 

' I HAVE the honour to inborn translation of the Encyclical letter of the f 
Ornmenlol FWrim* calling «P™ «W subjects of tb-»- profemg tbe G^ktatb to 
answer to His Majesty’s appeal to enroll themselves m the c^vie guard tor the defence 

the country. I hove, fie, 

(Signed) A* H. LATARD* 


Indosura in No* 2,5. 

Nmspaper Extract. 

L’Aniilta TEnraTtmiALB*—Voici la traduction textuelle de k lettre Eueydique du 
Patriarchy CEeum^ntquc qui a dtd envoyfc hicr ft toutes les dghaes Greeques dc k copitale 
ct tie la hanlicue. La lecture de cclte Eu&ydlque n'a pu utre fade que dans quolqucs-imcs 

fl S "Nous, Joachim, Arcliev|que de Constantinople, nduvelle Rome* ct Patmrche 
CEeuu^niciue, 5 tons fas ti'&s fistini& cldricaux dc mitre Graiide-Egli&e eu Jesus Christ, 
Atous Re ties pieux prfctrcs et trfes veii£r& moinee, aux chantres dcs saintes dglises do la 
viilc de Galnta et dc notre detroit* ct it tons les autres Chretiens bonis, nos enfimts eh om 
cn Jesus Christ, Que Bleu vous eccordc k grQcc ct la pai* *. r 

"Par la communication olficielle de noire respectable Gouycrnemcnt Imperial, 
publide derntorment dans la prose locale* il cst ccrtamcmeut pu$£i a cwnnissance des 
bdnis Othodoxes Chretiens* rdpandus par tout 1'Empire, qu i! a decide cn vertu du 
hant Iradd Impiritd* quo toue W sujels non-Muaulmans* qp out Idge present par Ic 
rtglcmcnt special de Varm^e ten-] tori ale (dpihorios stratos) dc i^ceute creation* destin^e aa 
maintieu dc la tianquilUtd et de la B&imtd dans lea locahtda reapcctivea, sment admis ct 

inscntB dans bos batailloiw. , „ r ... 

w Cette d&iston dc noire haul Gouvcrnemcnt, nous a $£ particuliftrement comma- 
nhmdc oar un clc son Excellence le Minisl.ro dcs Affaires Et range rus, _ 8on Ljtcel- 

leiice nous assure que Sa Majesty Imtferiak, notre tr^B auguete Eouvcram* consid6unt <1 un 
oa'd dc justice £ealc tons ses Bidets, et inspire du sentiment louable pour (pic tous partagent 
rhonneur de ia defense de leur pairfe, a nmmul^id lTradd gusmentionnd, en appraejant 
hautement par cctte nnuvcUe preuve de ses bon ties intentions eu favour dc tous ses bujet&, 
lea efforts pattiotiqiiea prodigal dans les circonstances actuelles extraordmosree par 
chaeune des dnsses de k population, et on expiimaut enmCmQ tcmpssaconnction que 
les su i e ts Imi>6rianx de touted fas classes, consequents avee le xile et In M6M dont ils out. 
fait preuve dans les eirconstances iirescntcs* se coiilbruicront avec empressement a cctte 

" De Favis de ootre Saint*Synode ct dc notre permanent ConseiUNatinnalI Mixte, 
noun a vans cru devoir porter cette decision A In connaissance de toue lea pieux Unretienh 
Orthodoxcs par k pr^sente Enoyclique A luquelle nous annexons iiussi queIquesexmplanes 
An rfeeleiucnt special dc Farrofe territoriflle* dont il est quest ion, 

<* Cette nouvelle nieBiire e&t v raiment un tdinoigonge mauifcato ties bonnes intention a 
de Sa Majesty Impdriale, notic tres uugusle et trfes bionfoisant Bouverain, 5 ^ lous 

les pennies, sane exception, eoumie eou$ son egiilo puissant et sous son pareriidGouverne- 
ment; car i M ties taverns et (lea bienfuta pradiguds journelkmeiU fi tous, avee uiw 
aollicitude toute partcmdle, il a plu i Sa Majesty dWorder aboard hm aux non-Mnsnl- 
mans ausai Finingnehonneur pour qu’a^waant de concert avee lour^ compatriots Musulmans, 

chacun { MUvr8«nle^u jmipre potne^ ^ ^ 0nhodo!Ce , sont siujets MUm 

de Y Empire, sc pHReront avee toute Femproaerfi-Wt voulu a 1 bicGOmpusaement do to 
devoir eacr^ dkutaut plus que ce devoir n'est ptis dilficile* attendu, qu il se ornu ^ 
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simnlemeTit a in mission cousutaut cn re quc Ira trataiUoiis <ie Vannto tcnitonalc S Mtiien^ 
£ aaotre , lours propres villes, m» qu'& sotent oblige* do sc rendro sor la. 
champs do balaiUe, oil il flint une nrmec bii-n os erode, it l exception toutefoiB do ccnx 
kW de.se rendro stir le tWMrc do la guerre, ainsi qu.L cut «!***«. 

merit (lit duns tea articles resnectifs du FfiglenunR. 

«])e noire pari, nous venous engager patorncllcmeai, on aecompagaanl de nos 

bdnddictions cordialra, tons ins Wni» Chretiens Orthodoxes, afici qu as le “^“ nl ‘ f 
suiets fidiles <iu Puissant Empire; de buns utoyens ct d enfiints tie ta memo Ftf™. 
XdAanl les nombreura. ct groodra dUttculJds dont In tris-rrapecte Goiiyemament rat 
ontaurd et lesnuels eviecnL it* seenurs el I'aidc possibles do tons si's snjets on genual, 
£t l»e Slbca oft le Gonvernement sc treuve dan. In nfeartc d envoyor 
snr In tWftoo de In guerre Unite son armec reguliire et cxercec; contiddmot quc e 
devoir de reconnaissance ct de ddvouoment envers le Goityemenieiitqui nous accord 
lo Brand lion near do ddfendre cliscml son propre pays, amat quo le d ?'°, ir , ™ T 
ptttiie vou* impotent [’obligation d’aider wee tout sacnlice et nbn&pilum, le Ire. respeett. 
SSP' dans les efforts qu’U fails pour sortir lira 

l'entouvont; non. eogagoons, disc ns-nuns, voua tons qin avi.x ’ -> t , 

S \ VOUS presenter avec emprcssement 4 IW.ptum dims Ira batn.Uon.da 
l'mmfe territorial^ «nr I’invitatvon dca autonffi* civ*, eompdtcntes. Nous voos ins^uu 
cn outre 4 lie pas fairo attention aux rumours qui poansicnt jitre rdpanduw U J 0 ,!'"? 
losquols era bataillons seronl euvoyds 4 In guerre ; car atjut qu rl a etc plus baut eM lique, 
ios devoirs de farm* territorial e consistent on 1 obligation pour chacuu dee soldals de 
cctic nriude do inaintenir la afcuritd cl la tranquillity dans son propre pays, Que chacim 
done contribute avee zi-le 4 l’esecution dcs mesnres nerauiutra a cot enet, 
i< Que j E i dc Dieu et sa misGricordc suns tin so lent av^c vous tou*. 

H Fall tnois de Difecmhre, ludietioi] VI;* 


No. 26, 

Mr. Layard to the End of Derby.—[Received January 0, 1878.) 

December 24, 1877. 

‘ THE Porte 1ms notified lo tbc AuslroTlungarinri Ambassador ik&t* ui.ooiisQquencL- 
of the declaration of war by Senna, R withdraw* the passion Ilia it § 

Aps^o-Hungarian veasds under certain reserves to navigate the Danube to the mouth 

** ’S Zhffiv informs me that ho is by no moans surprised that the Turkish^ Govern- 
ment should have come to lids decision, but lusd it does not practically affect Austiu- 
Husigarian bommeree or interests, as the Danube wilt not now be navigable on account of 

,l,tKe ’ 1 have, S:c. 

(htigiiol) A. 11 - LAYAltD. 


No. 27. 

Mr. layanl ii the Earl of Derby.— (Received January 5, 1878.) 

Consinnttnople, JJcccmher 2d, 1877. 

' THE Austrian Ambassador called to-day upon the Grand Vizier to inlunu him that 
tlie Servian Accnt at Vienna liad stated to Count Audrassy that Uie Seiyion Government 
hod determined nut to send troops across the Drma, and not to attack^Turk^ oni t;ia 
side. He was, tlicreforc, instructed to ask the Austro-Hungarian Government to request 
♦u Porte iidI to invade Scrvia- by Btndinp; forces over that river. . 

Count Aadruasy> Count Ziehy said, had replied 10 this Ekrviskn Agent that, as Scjryia 
had cho&cn 10 nmlte war upon Turkev without previously conauhing the Austra-llutigariiui 

GoveriuncnbAc cousideretl, mid was'even prepared so to i n . oo s 

was entitled to perfect liberty of military notion ; ami more, m the of Suvian troops 
e^sBiug the DiiSuaud invading Iksmu MidHenegovbft, the Auatr^Hungamu Government 

would itself take measures to o[r\ma such a proceedi ng, . . 

The Grand Vizier lias ox pressed lo me much aati^ftution at this commumcatiosu 

l have, «c. 

(Signed) A, H, LA YARD* 
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No, es, 

Mr. Layard la the Marl cf Derby.—(Received January 5, 1B7S.) 

Mv Tnrd^ ^ Con.^wittmo/de., December 1877, 

' ALTHOUGH there is no doubt that the Sultan and his? Sliniatera are rendyj and 
most desirous, for peace, in order to save the Empire from the immense sacrifice winch 
the prosecution of the war must entail, every effort « being made la oppose the Imthcr 
advance of the Russians. For this purpose the Porte has now determined to toim .. 
large army iu Roilnjelii. and to bring fiom Bulgaria all the forces that can be rawedI fiom 
that province after leaving sufficient garrisons for the defence of the lurtresfa i aulemran 
Pasha himself takes the command of the now army, and has already proceechicl U> - ofia. 

The Minister of War informs trie that there will be shortly about 140,DIM mm in 
Roumclin to hold the Balkan pa.se* and to defend Sofia, Plulippopolis, and Adrianoplc, 
amiiiBt a Russian attack. About 40,000 men will, I understand, be brought. !roi.i 
BnlOiiria. A considerable part of this force has already passed through Constantinople, 
haviiin been transported from Varna by sea; the remainder is n;pw advaoemg over the 
Halkinw to Adrianople. It includes some of flic brat Turkish troops It is behoved Ibat 
the weather which is now very severe, will arrest the movements of the Russiaos, and 
that time will thus be given to the Turkish military authorities to make all the necessary 

t>'e Russians will still meet 

determined and formidable resistimee, should they attempt to advance upon Adrianople, 

nnd that city is now ^tcited U> be in a condition to stand a prolonged 

3 I have, &c- 

(Si^iicd) A. H- LAYARD. 


No. 29* 

Mr. Layurd to the Earl of Derby.—{Received Jawary 5, M7B.) 

ConUantiuapte, December 28, 1877. 

y i HAVE the honour to ir^lose herewith copies of despatches from Her Majesty^ 
Vice-Consuls at Proves^ Suliua, and Gallipoli respecting the dm of allau-s in 
reaped districts. j havo? &Ci 

(Signed) A* H. LAYARD. 


InCloBQrc 1 in No, 29. 

Vice-Consul BlakeMy to Mr. Layard. 

(Confidential.) pf ^ ^ mt 

WITH reference to the report that the brigand Stupus had made hia nppeanmtie in 
the Eietifhbourhood of Snlli, I have the honour to acquaint your Excdfenoy that nothing 
fiirthcr haa reached me on the subject, and that the whole affair scorns to be a mystery ; 

c^vcii hinted Hint owing to a Arniour which has been circulating hero lor some days, 
Unit the Reditu at Prcvesu would have lo leave for the trout, die affair was got up merely 

to allow that it is necessary for them to remain where they nrc, 

The two companies that I# this fast week have, l hear, been sent to occupy various 
villages, but the Biruhashi Look up his quarters at Cnmarina, a village not more than lour 

ll ° U ^rhe hM bulclf of Bashi-Uazoukfi that arrived hero has been soul to Zalongo, about a 
couple of hours further inland, but this makes no reduction in our irregular force, for 
yninll bodies of Ikshi-B&ouks continno to arrive almost daily, and then mnnhei cuu, 
think, with fiofaty be put down at S5t», Their presence, bowser, could very well bu 
disnitivcd with, at least for the present, for It only inspires terror in tin- lulmlutants, who^e 
shnus they plunder in the coolest manner possible, and to prevent ihis unmU bodies of 
tcL mm patrol the streets., so that instead of helping the troops winch one would 
imunose was the object in sending thorn here, they, on the contrary, udd to tho work our 
much-reduced garriaon of Redifs has to perform, Their walking oil with other people a 

[ 180 ] * 
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aoodfl h of daily, or better, of hourly occurrence, and should the laser of the goods 
attempt to stop the thief (I mate use of this word ht®ause 1 cannot find one more tit for 
ihe occasion), the latter without loss of time either draws his yataghan or presents a pwol 

^ hiS r am told that as soon as a sufficient number of them (50p l believe) is collected 
hero, they are to be dispatched to various villages, and it' this is really to be put into 
execution, the rural population must indeed be pitied, for the conduct of these irregulars 
at Prdvesa, where the chief authorities reside and who, tt mast he carifateeti t have striven 
and am still striving to the utmost of their power to preserve order, but, 1 regret to »J. 
with doubtful success, bus been moat disgraceful, so that, who is to guarantee ror their 
good behaviour in places where the immediate and constant vigilance of f he authorities 

cannot he exercisedf , . * t . .... 

I have good reason for supposing that, the authorities, both civil and military, nie 

most anxious to (jet rid of this disorderly sot of troops and ! can think of nothing totter 
just at present, so as to convey to your Ebulliency an idea of -heir utter useb^nes* and 
Of the little reliance placed in them by the hitter authorities* than to state that the 
bomnmndimt refuses to supply them with guns, simply because be is afraid that they will 
run away with them. Only those who have been dispatched to /^Jongo, as above retested 
b p are armed with Government rifles (muzzle-loaders), and which l hear were given to 

m^Margantei or Parga.^ that a b ou t 400 men who form part of Linz AglmL 

irregulars* arrived at Janina the other day, and that the 350 men under the command oi 
Salute Itev, who reached there some time previously, had left for Arte on the 26th ultimo. 
He also states that, thanks to the energy of the Governor-General, Ahdi Pasha, night 
robberies and disorderly sets have been put a step to. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) 0. A. BLAKENEY. 


[nelosure 2 in No. 29- 
l^ce-Conoid Blakenerj to Mr- Layurd* 

Prcm«, lumber 15, 1377, 

S 1 HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency the return of the two companies 
u.F Rcditk that left thia about ft fortnight ago* and as supposed at the time, tor the 
neighbourhood of Sully, where the brigand Stupas was reported to have Appeared. 
Nothing, however, was either seen or beard of that brigand, and the result of this 
military promenade, as it h now culled, was the arrest of half-a-dozen young peasants, who, 
it seems, were of late in the habit of stealing cattle. „ 

With respect to the conduct oi the Bashi-Button k a, I regret to have In *tete that it 
has not changed in the least, and I hear from a good source that a party of them that 
arrived here the other day, and who have already tan shipped for Satehora, thou- dcfttina- 
tiem being Artn, hud robbed a church and hud also committed other improper acts while 

on their way to Rreveea. . , , 

] deem it mv duty also to acquaint vuur Excellency that the fait oi Plevna has caused 

a very deep impression here, and the Turks appear now, for the first time snuce the breaking 
out of hofifciJIiac-fl, to ponder seriously over the consequences of the war , nay, they even 
consider their cause now ns almost hopeless, while the Christiana secretly rejoice at the 
ttcwflj and, unless f am very much nifetakon t they seem to think that tho time Has ih>w 
arrived when Greece must take part in the struggle and stake a blow lor their 

deliverance. .. . * , , 

The Greek troops at Santa Maura, I am told by a weibmformad person, are ordered 

to hold them selves in readiness to start at a momciit's notice,, but t licit destination i& kept 

secret* _, * 

1 huve, «c+ 

(Signed) G, A. BLAKkMhV. 
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Indosute 3 in No, 29. 

Vic^Consul Siokttt ta Mr » bayard. 

'Sitf Bulina, December l&, 1877. 

1 HAVE riowthc honour of reporting to your Excellency that rumours are in circular 
tion of another Rusehmuttaek upon the place, but what foundation there is for the rumour 
1 cannot imagine and do not credit the report. 

Thir Turkish iron-clods 11 Fcrthi Bulehd 11 and ^Moukademiek Ebair " left this last weak* 
the former for Sinope and the hitter ter Constantinople. 

Last night a Hebrew named Grossman was strangled and robbed in bis store, Tho 
store h situated in one of the principal streets, and Is opposite the Austrian Consulate, No 
clue lias up to the present been discovered respecting tho perpetrators of the deed, 

I nave, &e. 

(Signed) OCTAVUS STOKES. 



Inclosure 4 in No, 29, 

Vice-Consul Odoni to Mr , Layard., 

(Extrait.) GaHipolu |a If) Becembra, 1877. 

LTRADB qui appella les Rayas h fiiire par tic de la Garde Clv^iue a to m Palais 
fin Gouveruomcmt, et & Ires mal accucilli par tens lea uon-Musulmans, Les Grecs en 
ont £te jusqtfft faire des demonstrations centre leur Evfcque pour avoir adhere au cootemi 
de eet I nub sans avoir, an pr^alablc, reeu les instructions! Ihitriarche. Je suis persuade 
que la niajcure partic des j crimes gene emigrem &i cctte mesure sera raise cu vigucur avnnt 
In fin de la guerre, Les Rayas sent actuellemcnt trfes mal disposes onvers 1c Gouvcrne- 
ment pour acceptor d'dtre enrtltes dans n’miporte quel corps. Plusicurs jcunes gens sorit 
ddjil partis clandestineirieiit [iour In Ct-fieo, at beau coup d'sutros les snivront raalgrd que 
J'autorite fait tout son possible pour eroptoher 3eur depart. 

Si, innnie dans la seulc moitid des Rayas tie la Itouuidlie, l p esprit mi conformo A celui 
des Rayas du Sarawak de Gallipoli, je suis d^pinlpn que le Gouverueraent Turc 
conimcttrait unc ftiutc lndpambte en mettant actudlemcnt k exdcution Ic con ten u dc 
lTrfld6, 

II fandrait, en ce cas, attend re des torn pa nleilleure, car, quand memo le Gouverne- 
mont parvtondrait A former one Garde Glvique, il disposerait d’un corps sur lequcl 11 ne 
pouiTBJt nullemcnt compter, at tL fouioirait lo motif a une grande ^Bii^nition da jcunes 
gens dont h rnujeure partia Emit grossir les bateillons de r&rmee de la Grace. 

Li:s Rayas cn g^nftel, el surtout les Grecs, ptetsui ti-cs |>eii de foi i\ la Constitution 
octroyde par En Majcste le Sultan, ct fill n a y a pus des fralssoires, prqprement cl its, qui les 
engageut it ee mefier du Gouicrncmcnt et & conserver S'nniinositd contra l'dldmcnt Tare, ce 
n'est pas mains vrai que parmi 3cs sujets Hellenes 33 y en n qui font une esp6cc de propa- 
gunde en mipriSAnt l'ud m3 lustration locale, cl en portant jusqu'aux mics la Uonstliution de 
fa Gi-eee* Les lteyas Gracs ^content nvec plotftir les paroles ct 3cs diseours de ces gens 
qui savant astucleimemcnt toucher la corda religieusc en faisout privoir, dans Io loin lain, 
le jour oh les Orthodoxes (m 1 ) pourront onieier avee pompe dans VEglito de Bain to 
Sophie, 

Le Gree se sdpnre des juitrea Rayas, et il serait Hen niso s f il pourniit mi jour opprimer 
h volonti les Armmiiens ct ks Juifs, qui, de bur cAtd, prdf^remient toujours n'Emporto quel 
Gouvernomont h un Gouverncment Grec. IE nernit beaueoup plus facile de mettre, 

E arliftlement, toutes ces races en parfait accord avee les Musulmans plutet qu^entre dies, 
j'pnimosite, jo dirai phstflt reversion, qui tegno parim qj»; diverges race?! qst si fSvidetite 
quo Peril le plug inexpert ue pourrait s'y tromper- 

En tout ca qui precede, Excellence, je no fats allusion qu'aux populations 
du Sandiak dc Gallipoli et &pddalcraent ties Caztis de Gallipoli, Ccsssm, eh Charkeui, et ce 
n'egt quaptes avoir attentive ment 4tudie les diverse a npinttuia ot iddes des uuch et iks 
ttutras, et avoir acquis Iei certitude de ce qtte j’avance, que je me permete dbn (hire part a 
votro Excellence, 









Mv Lord, ^ Constantinople! Pflcemlier 26, 18/7, 

1 HAVE the honour to molose copy of the Prociaraation which hi* been issued by 
the Porte to the Servians, 

i have, he. 

(Signed) A. II, LA^[ ARIL 


Mr. bayard to the Bad of Derby.—(Received January 5, 137S,} 


Jmdosure in No, SO, 

Precfeination. 

Serbes! flijiiiiflW Parte, lc 20 PeVem&rf^lS'TT, 

VOUS vivisjK paistbles et heureux sons Legale proteetricc do Sa Majesty i'Empcreor 
dea Ottomans et le Suzerain de la Serbie, et vous joui.raiez dee b it n fait 3 o 'hoc autonomic 
complete br^qu’il y a un an et elemi, les hnmm.es qui vous gmiyermucnl. vous out entraiues 
dan& tino rebellion ouverte contra lantoritf! suzerainej rebellion qui a atlird &ur votia des 
calmnit.es de leufce eerie qui acmt encore trap rdcentcB poor quo vom on nvez perdu le 
souvenir. 

Loraqne cette rebellion a 6 td reprimtfe Sa MqjegjfcS Imp^riale lo Sultan, touche dc vos 
eoulfrariecs et voulant affenrbr votre fiddiitc dims Favenir par 3 q sentiment d mi th. mu an 
bienf&it, a consent h retoblir les relatione de la Principautd avee la Sublime Porte tcllea 
ni.iVll<-s erxistnient uvunt la guerre. C’est ainsi que voire autonomic Et etc niaintemiOj que 


lea armies I rn pennies out cvacutS \m points stxfttdgiques important^ qu’dies parent 
coutjinsq an [irix de leur sang, ct qu’entin tiueune mdemnud ne vous a &X& impose* aucune 

oumntie n*i exigee pour Favenir. . . , 

La Sublime Porto n’a indue .pas impoBd l’dloignexnent des homines qui avnieiil cause 
tous cm malliprs/ Ce aont pdurtnnt- ces m&ues liommefi qui, insensibks au sentiment 
de taut dc bienfmts et hmccessibles h lautc idee de justice et de devoir, pront&nt de In 



Sublime Porte sous des prtftextes ompremU h la fois do faussetc et d 1 hypocrite, 

Dicu tic lats.sera pas ini panic cetto injusic aggression, mala au moment ou e 
GouveracmeiH Imperial s’appr&e ft combattneecitc nouvelb rebellion,Sa Majesty Imperials 
le Sultan a cru juste el n^ecssaire de vyus montrer quit suit sur qui doit retomuer pnnet- 
paleiucnl; ta raspcnisnbilitd des malheurs denii vous Met-; mcuae£?n, ^ _ 

Le Prince Milan Obr&novitch, que Sa Majcatd Inip^rialo le Sultan nvait invest! aur 
voti'e deitiEindc i3c 3a haute dignite dc Prince tie Serlabt qu'il^ avait oombw de ses iaveura 
l in ncri ales, et it qui il avait nccordu 1 c pardon (tour an preioiferc rehelSion^ a I or fait pour 
3 a Hteonde fois h ses devoirs de IldelittJ at d^ioimeiir, et s'est nioutye iudiguc do voub 
gonvevner. Sa Majesty Imp^mlc le Sultan a on consequence decliire et cmiahite que 1c 
Prince Milan Gbrenyvitcb a'cat lui-inline plae^ on ^tnt dc d^oheaucc de In dsgnitd tie Piince 
de Serbia et vou& lc fait savoir* 


^ erl3es! 

Kappdez-vtma hi tranquillity el la iiro&pdritc dont voue avez join sous In suzoramete 
do I "Empire OUernan; attachez-voun a cm inatiUitaons, qu i seules out; assurd dans Lc passe 
et pen vent garnnlir dnut> favenir la ^c?ciirite et lc bonheur tie lu Sorbic; no vous rangez 
pan du eSty des ennetnJs tie voli’e Suzerain; secondcz, uu contmire, dt: tout votre pouvouv 
lew efforts quo va tenter le Gouvemement Imperial pour rctablir the?, vous ie r&gnc do la 
liSgality, La cst votre* f-tUut, ear tous cuox qui seront. lea complices dea hotmues pervers 
qui so font un jcu des obligations k-s pins snerybt: &ts repentimnt bleulot dc lour ygaremem. 
Eoyez voua-iuCmo les juge& de la conduits de votre Prince d de aes Conseill&ra: AciiuihUck- 
vouh s'iS^ sont clicolc 1 digues do vetre con fiance tiloi's qu'il^. out, perdu ecltc dc voire 
Suieriiin et jPhysUcz pas it voue d’tuiu eausto ddj«\ rondmuuee par la conadeiic-o 

publique avont mfluie d'nvoir yte eombafetuo par lea tiriuos, 
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No, . 11 . 

Mr, bayard to thi- Earl af Darby^(Received January 5, 1378.) 


(No. 1.-517,; 

My Lord, ^ Citnstanlim}ilc r December 30, 1377* 

I HAVE the honour to inclose two dcapatchea from Captain Pifc upon Ihe effect of 
the war on the i it habitants of Turkey. 

1 have, &c, 

(Signed) A, IL LA V ALID. 


luclosnre 1 in No, 31. 

Captain Fife to Mr. bayard. 

Sir, Sofa, December 30, 1S77. 

I HAD the honour to forward to your Excellency ta-dny the telegram of which a 
copy h inclosed, 

A feeling of great insecurity prevails here owing to the Servian declaration of war, 
This town is only a week’s inarch from the frontier in favourable weather, and it Es doubtful 
whether Suleiman Pislm will arrive in time with n, sufficient force to oppose the Semnn 
advance. The movements of both sidos will be greatly impeded by the snow, and I ho 
invasion perhaps stopped by it. 

Again, if the Orkbank Pass were taken by tlse Russians, or turned across the low 
mountains on the west, their light troops might reach Soiia the seme evening. 

Large numbers of Mahomedans and Jews have already quitted the town, and are 
now doing so wttklhg consent of, and assisted by, the Turkish authorities. 

J. IjflVS 

(Signed) ' J. G, FIFE, Captain, 

Military Attache. 


Copy of Tehynim No. Il 

TURKISH detachment stitrenched in Rerkoftchft Puss; town said to be occu|jicd 
by Russians. Servians commenced operations by small skirmishes, Suleiman Pnsha with 
considerable force coming fo oppose them. Two feet of snow in the plaius with appearance 
of ooiuirmlngj perhaps, for two months. Wheeled trail!u on roads difficult. Country off 
the roatk imputable for nil arms, Russians said to have only wheeled trah&poit, 

Sofia. December 20, 


In closure 2 in No. 31. 


Captain Fife to Mr. bayard. 

Sir, Sofia} December 20 , 1877. 

IN my preceding despatch of this date, 1 had the honour lu inform your Excellency of 
the critical situation at Safin, the feeling of alarm amongst tbc inhabitants, and ihe daily 
denture of Jorge numbers of them Horn the town. These unfortunate people find them¬ 
selves forced to under rake n long journey in bullock ambus, and sometimes partly on foot, 
across the mountain passes in the present severe weather, travelling by night as welt ns by 
day* 

The Jews leave because they fear that if (he Turks abandon the town that the 
Circassians may plunder it before the arrival of the Russians and Servians; this they 
usually do. Most of the Jews with means have already loft Sofia, mid the poorer cla^ is 
now following principally towards Salomon. 

The Mahoiuediiifl sire going in great numbers, and it is said that eventually they will 
nil do &o. Moat take the direction of Tatar QgzardUk. They fern- being rubbed by the 
Circassians, in spite of their being Turks, They also dread the Russians and armed 
Bulgarian*, after the massacres of last summer in RomiidEa, 

Many of the richer Bulgarians have led the town, but comparatively few of this race, 
compared with the Mulimuedanu imd Jews, are doing so. From villages, however, wit hie 
the zone of dpuraiicns, the reFugec Bulgarians arc very numerous; they leave fearing that 
llie CirchsaiiLiis may plunder and commit exceasesj or after this bus been dune, 
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The inhabitant? are glad to escape from a town which h# possibly be the scene of a 
battle ending in it? destruction. How white they have leisure they may carry :s.way tno 
more valuable part of their property, instead of being perhaps glad to escape with tJw 
lives fit same fiiiure period. Finally, the different races distrust each other since Lhe 

recent maSBecres of Mahorneilurt& and Bnlgnrians in Ronmelb. , 

'Regarding these massacres, I may remark that they appeared to bo earned on in a 
spirit of retaliation. A corps had been formed In Rouixtania, professedly for the purpose ot 
avenging the massacres of Bulgarians of the previous year, and was called the Hl V engeun?* ^ 

A 8 the Turks retired they left the populations u nil armed; the Russians advanced .south ol 
the Bulkyns disarming the Mahomedans and arming the Bulgarians ; niid il appeared from 
the evidence I received in nearly every ease of massacre by the Bulgarians, that cither 
Cossacks were present ns spectators, or incited thcai to the slaughter. 

When I entered BskhZagra, on its recapture by the Turks, 1 asked an American 
missionary there whether the Russians had, during their occupation^ behaved well or other- 
wise to the inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood. Tie replied that be thought the 
Russians had not committed any excesses, hut that the Bulgarians had been let loose and had 
done so, and he thought perhaps that whs Justifiable. I mention this to show the animus 
and way of thinking of an exponent of their view, himself nominally an apostle of peace 
and good'will. But according to this reasoning the Turks were justified in the massacres, 
of the previous year, which were in retaliation for those committed by the Bulgarians at the 

attempted rising, , . , * 

I have s#R enough to recall to the mind the events that have led to the present 
feeling of mistrust which 1 have mentioned. I would add, however, that, from what I could 
1 could learn in the Tnridja Valley, and in the neighbourhood of the Zaras, that before the 
disturbing influence of the war, b very good feeling existed in those districts between the 
Bulgarians and Turks; that the former were the richer and more numerous, and their 
villages imd ho uses larger and bettor built, sod they virtually controlled local a flairs by tlicii 
superior influence. The district is one of very great tertilitv and beauty, and 1 should say ■ 
that before the war destitution was scarcely known there, l'hc result of the war lias been 
the destruction of two-thirds of the housed in villages and towns, the massacre or flight o! 
the Inhabitants, the violation of most of the women, a bitter, undying Inured sown between the 
survivors. The cattle and stores of provisions and tedder have been -consumed by the 
contending armies, or the crops were left to rot on the ground. No preparation ot the 

soil hm been made for future harvests. t , 

There are at present » Sofia about 3,000 refugees, l believe principally from the 
Plevna and Mohn districts. This number varies continually as they move on towards 
Tatar Bazardjik, and fre&h batches arrive; the Inst were irom Ehc neighbourhood of 
Berkofteha, Many of the Turkish women arrive here in a perfectly destitute state, the 
husband brother?,'or sons being in the army; other refugees have brought my with 
them small supplies or food, and some times a lew cuttle. They travel in their own nrabos, 
or hire them from Bulgarians at a small cost, or upe tbu^e lent by the Turkish authorities* 
Thus I hear that 550 ambus have just been placed by the Governor at the disposal of the 


inhabitants of Sofia. , , tl M . , , 

The refugees frequently express their gratitude for the charitable aid given them by 

the English, In Sofia the Turkish Government gives rations to some. 

The army in the Orohanie Fass appears to supply itself with fodder by absolute 
sciv.urc; no receipts being given \ the supplies of Mohammedans and Christians nru taken 
alike* Bullock arnbas and their drivers are impressed for the transport service of the 
army* As soon as the fodder is finished in a village the inhabitants, if their tattle have not 
been taken bv Circassians, become refugees in order to obtain food for them, 

The Circassians have the greatest dread of the Russians, and are the first to become 
refugees* They retire with more property than the other races, however, for they are m 
ihe habit of adding to their slack any cattle, houses, or plunder which they are able to get 
uloti- the road they follow, l have several times inquired from Bulgarians and Armenian* 
their'opinion of the Turkish rule, and have received the reply that they have nothing to com¬ 
plain against the Turks, but only against the Circassians and Kurds. From what i have seen 
(if the former (Circassians), I can fully understand their being a scourge to rise papulations. 
If they wore under a severe discipline, und were mounted on larger horses, it h probable 
that thev would make good cavalry, which is any!king but the case at present, 1 bus, on 
llio first day of lire Turkish attack at Shipka, must of them were absent, being busy 
carrying away plunder from the burning village* The smallness of their horses, and Ibour 
want of discipline, renders them unable,, as a role, to cope with the enemy a mounted, 
troops, with whom they rareiv wait to dose. They were of use, io a certain extent, ter 
reconnaissance work with the'army of Suleiman Pasha in Roumdiu this Burinur, in the 


absence of letter cavalry; but no reliance cun be placed on them, as they rarely obey 
orders* They presence had ids#, probably, a good moral effect in restraining the move¬ 
ment? ol the Cossacks. Ay they accompany the march of nn army in small scattered 
bands, it is impossible for the Commander to prevent them from committing excesses 
occasionally on the inhabitants or their property, mid they sometimes wantonly set fire to 
stores, fodder, Ste.* in which the army may stand m great need, 

t have &c, 

(Signed) 1 J. c. RUT; Captain, 

Attach#, 


No. 32. 

Mr. Layurd to the Earl of Derby*—{Mewtved January 5, 1873*) 

(Ko* 1518.) 

My Lord, CWfoHlinojrfi!!, Difceni&fir 26, 1877. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Baouf Pasha, Acting Minister of 
War* and Said Pasha, Acting Minister of Marine, have been definitively appointed to the 
above posts. 

I have, kc. 

(Signed) A* IL LA YARD. 


No, 33. 

Mr. Wtjiidhma to ike Hurl of Derby ,—(Received January 5* 1878.) 

(No. 363.) 

My Lord, Alkenst December 28, 1877* 

VARIOUS reports having been published in the Athens newspapers as to u demon¬ 
stration in favour of war which appeal's to have taken place at Lamia and in which some 
ol’ the troops quartered there are said to have joined, 1 asked M, Trieoupi to-day whftt 
1 rutl i there was in these reports, and his Excellency informed me that it was true that one 
battalion of the troops at Lamia had taken part in the popular demonstration which had 
occurred there, but that the Government bad sent orders at once to have the offending 
troops punishes)- M* Trieoupi. further said that the Turkish Minister having made no 
remarks to him on the subject, the Government bad been enabled to net with all the more 
severity, there being no grounds for supposing that the Greek Government was acting 
under pressure on the part of the Porte, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HUGH WYN D i I AM* 


No, 34, 

Mr. JVyndltam to the Earl of .Derby.—{Received January 5, 1878.) 

(No. 371* Confidential) 

My Lord, Athens , Decern ber 29, 187?* 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 32fct and 329 of the 2nd instant) No, 348 of thu 
13th instant, and No. 3G4 of the 20th instant, and 388-of the 21st instant, ! have the honour 
to report lo your Lordship that Count Mnffd. the Italian Minister, takl me to-day that 
M* Trieoupi had spoken to him about three weeks ago as to nn intended occupation of 
Bosnia by Austria and of Albania hv Italy, and that M. Trieoupi, notwithstanding ids 
(Count Malibi’s) assurauccB that Italy lrnd no such project in view, persisted hi assuming 
that, that was the policy of Italy* 

Count Mnfki told me also confidentially that seeing that forced constructions were 
being placed in Athene upon certain proceedings of his Government, the object of which 
ms purely humanitarian, he had pointed nut clearly to tins Greek Government that those 
proceedings had not the significance which was attached to them in Greece, and he 
mentioned to tnu that lUliun ships of war had ceased to come to Greek wafers as, 











Mr. Wyndhaui to the 1lari of Derby.—{Rscsmd January 5, 1S7S.) 

frffl Athens, December $9, 18-77. 

3 I 'HAVE l!ie honour to report to your Lordship that His Majesty the Kibg left 
Athens to-day for Thebes and Chalets to inspect the troops quartered ui those towns- 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) HUGH WYND1TAM 


No, 36, 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.~{Received January 5.) 

tejr? .. i$fj§§ 

PORTE h vary desirous of obtaining an armistice, and it appears to me thui it is 
of to utmost importance that one should be concluded without delay. Soha has boon 
evacuated by Turkish troops- the state of affairs at Adrianople, according to the reports 
I receive, is far from satisfactory; here it is critical, There is great discontetU, and the 
Chamber has assumed very hostile attitude to the Government, Grand Vusierlm resigned, 
md the whole of the Ministry will follow him, unless lie withdraws his resignation, wlucll 
he may tin, Mahmoud Dam at Pasha lias also resigned. Count Achy is equally per¬ 
suaded that an armistice is most urgently required to prevent serious disaster, and will 

telegraph in this sense to Count Aiidrassy. _ n , 

There is much dis&atiefaction with Suleiman Pasha, and he may probably be recalled, 
Pome members of the Government wish him to be replaced by Moukhtar Pasha, to 
whom, however. Grand Vizier is opposed. 


No. 37, 

* 

Mr . Layard to the Earl of Doty.—(Received January 6 .) 
fNt> tS Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Comtantirnple, Jamary 5 T 1870, 9 a-m. 

v f RECEIVED late last night a message from the Sultan informing me that, according 

to telegrams from Suleiman Pasha, the situation on this lido of the Balkans* becoming 
11 t g ro i ip it mo re serious, and the t p au$ was now an abaol ute necessity. H is Mnj esty desired 
to know, privately, whether any favourable result had been obtained through the mediation 
Government. I communicated to Ilia Majesty in reply, coohdcptihlly 
nnd unothciallYp the sub&umce of your Lordships telegram of yesterday morning. I he 
accoull t s received from Consul Blunt as to the preparations for I he defence at Adrumaple 
ma most unsatisfactory. He seems to doubt whether to place can be held, should to 
Russian* advance in force. 


No. 38. 

Mr. Layaal to the End of Derby.—{Received January fh) 

SrStf^rurhic.) ('omtmitini)plt', January ■% 1878, 11'15 a*m. 

f AM informed that the Sultan hu* decreed that Hutouiu, Bouda Rot in Crete, <md 
a port on to Albanian coast, are to be free ports, and thru an Ipld to this ottect will he 
shortly published. 
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Ho, 39, 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.-^{Received January 5.) 

(No, 9,) 

ri'degrapbic.) Ceftsfcotoopls, January 5, 1878, 

RUSSIANS hove occupied llllije, and completed the investment of ltrzeroum; 
communication by telegraph has been stopped si rice yesterday morning \ garrison attempted 
sortie day before yesterday, and the result not yet known- 


No. 40. 


(No. ID.) 
(Telegraphic.) 


Mr. Lay atd to the Earl of Derby.—(Reerivid January 5.) 


Pera t January 5, 1878, 6 H 15 P,M, 
CONSUL BLUNT telegraphs today from Adriftnopl e, as follows 
** Turkish troops at Tsladi have retired upon l’rassadin Deriunid, Suleiman Pasha 
leaves tliis evening for Tatnr-Bazardjik* to take com maud of Shakir Pasha's division. He 
and other divisional com [minders are placed under the direel order* of Seraskier The 
President of local Court. Martial has also been recalled.” 

With reference to above, I am informed that forces from Sofia have withdrawn in two 
bodies to lohiitnau and Bamako v* 


No. 41, 

Consul Sanderson to the Earl of Derby .—(Receded January 5-) 

(Telegraphic.) Galats t January 5, 1878, 4*30 F-J(. 

THE Danube is frozen. Foot passengers can crass. 


No. 42. 

Mr- UiViiin, to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 6 , 1678.) 

(No. 349- Political) 

My Lord, Cairo f December 26, 1877- 

HER Majesty’s Consul at Port Said repents to me, under date of the 24th instant, 
that Her Majesty's ship"Pallas” has relieved Her Majesty's ship " Rupert” as the guard 
ship at Port Said. 

Her Majesty's Consul at Alexandria reports, in a letter dated Ihe 23rd instant, the 
embarkation on board three Government transports at Alexandria of Egyptian troops for 
Turkey- said to number about 12,000 men. 

1 hear that these troop* tire ibr to most part negroes from Upper Egypt, to whom 
the cold and privations of a winter campaign in Turkey will, in all probability., prove 
fatal. 

I have, fire, 

(Signed) C.: VIVIAN. 


No, 43, 

Mr. Vivian io the Eari of Derby.^(Received January G, 1878.) 

(No. 3G2. Political,} 

My Lord, Cairo, December 29. 1677- 

RBPORTS having reached me through the medium ol the Acting British Vice-Consul! 
here of some signs of an agitation in favour of n Mussulman criiBudc, I! took occasion 
today to speak to llie Khedive upon the subject. 

h had been reported to me that a meeting of the Shcikh-cl--Islam, the Ulenme, the 
[1801 ’ G 

















Sheikha of the several sects, and the Boftas of the University, had been held on the 24tb 
instant at tbs Khedive’s Palace, when His Highness had induced them to sign a decfog- 

tion in writing that they would head a movement to follow the Standard ol the 1 raphet 

whenever it should be unfurled. . , 

Both the Khedive and Cherif Pasha positively assure me that this report is utterly 
untrue, and that ibo only grounds for it are that the religious authorities desired to make 
a census of nil the Dervishes in Egypt, and that the Slidkh-oMsIun convoked a meeting 
of the heads of the various sects with a view to obtain]ug from thorn the necessary 

statistics* r r ,, . 

The Khedive said he blamed oven this step, but he was not aware of it until it was 

too late to stop it* T , * 

1 I have, &c* 

(Signed) C* VIVIAN., 


ft 


No. 44. 

Sir A. Paget to the Burl of Derby.—(Received Jam ary G, 1873.) 

4v°Lerd^ Rome, December 31, 1877,. 

' HIS Majesty the King gave the customary audience for the new year this morning 
to heads of the Diplomatic Body, each member being received, as usual, separately* 

After some general conversation. His Majesty made some observations On the state 
of European affaire. His Majesty espied the most anxious desire for the re-estaWiSh- 
ment of peace* end inquired if I could give him any news cm this subject. ^ 

1 informed the King of the step taken at St* Petersburg by Her Majesty s Govern¬ 
ment, and that, in communicating it to His Majesty's Government, I had been directed to 

express a hope for their support. _ _ L . , ... . 

His Majesty said that the policy of Italy was essentially a pacific one, that neither bo 

nor hi* Government had any ambitious views, and that all the reports winch bad beua 

circulated on this subject were entirely groundless* . .. ,* . 

His Majesty inuuired the reasons for the meeting of Parliament earlier than usuiM, 
and I replied in the same sense as I did yesterday to M. Depretie, as reported in my 
despatch No* 442 of yesterday’s date. 

X 11 wV *vj 

(Signed) A. PAGET* 


No. 45* 

Mr. Lnyxrd to the Earl of Darby.—(Received January G-) 

mde-raphtc.) CnutmtiMpk, January G, 1876* 

9APTA1N FIFE writes from Tatar-Diuardjik, under date of January % that on 
December 2H Russians crossed the Balkans in force two miles west of Tuahkcssem I art 
remained there, part went towards Sofia, and cavalry to Sofia-Ichtumm road. Turks made 
Kt>od their retreat on 31st December from Grebanie Pass to south-east. Baker 1 astui, 'V th 
rear-guard of S Ijatbdicns, atTashkessen defeated desperate attempt en BfJ Hussion bntinliops 
to force his position. He withdrew after dark, and followed the army. 


No* 46* 

Mr , Lmjard to the Bari of Derby.—(Received January G.) 

fTelecmphic.) Cfliwfiwtfiwjjfo, January G, 1878. 

V GRAND V1E1ER hns withdrawn his resignation, the difference with the Chamber 
having been arranged. Mahmoud Donut's resignation is accepted, and he will, I think, be 
by Mchemet Ah Pasha, Chief command has been definitively withdrawn from 
Suleiman Paakfc, who will now only have it division. 
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No. 47* 

Mr. Bayard to the Earl of Derby,*—(Received January 6.) 

(No. 13*) 

(Telegraphic*) Contfanijitanle, January 6 , 1373* 

FOLLOWING has been received from General Kerabafi dated to-day;— 
fi Sortie without effect* Russians firmly posted at Illije. Turkish cavalry has retired 
to Ashkald." 


No* 48. 

Lord A. Loftiis to Ike Earl of Derby,—(Received January 6 .) 

(Telegraphic.) 

(Confidential*) Sf. PeteraburgK January 6 , 1873, fi‘45 i,M, 

I AM informed that the Russian Government have ordered lately 100 torpedo 
launches, at a price tif 40,000 roubles each, or about 4,000/. Large orders for steel guns 
have been given to Krupp, 


No* 49. 


Acting Consul Freeman to the Earl of .Derby.—(Received January 7, 1878.) 

(No. 107, Political.) 

My Lord, Boma-Serdi} December 20, 1877. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the necessary instructions have 
been received here from the Porto for tire organization of the new territorial force called 
ci Aanker-Milkieh/’ hut it h calculated that some months will elapse before the preliminary 
arrangements can be completed mid the enrolment elfectcd- 

All Ottoman subjects, of whatever religion„ between the ages of seventeen and 
twenty-five, will have to serve in this force, excepting, of course, those Mussulmans 
between din ages of twenty and twenty-five who are drawn for the Nbsam or regular 
troops. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ED-WD* B, FREEMAN* 


(No. 1522.) 
My Lore!, 


No* 50. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby .—(i&fitttietf January 7, 1878*) 

Constantinople, December 28, IS7L 

1 HAD requested that inquiries should be made ol" Captain Campbell, an English 
officer, who has been present at several engagements between, the Turks and Russians 
during the present war, as to the treatment of the wounded upon the field of batik by 
both aides. 4 

1 have the honour to inclose a letter which he has addressed on the subject to Colonel 

Norton. 

1 have, &c* 

(Signed) A* H. 1AYARD* 


In closure in No. 50. 

Captain Campbell to Colonel Morton, 

Dear Norton, &**<** Cecember 17, 1877. 

JN reply to your question of yesterday, relative to the treatment of wounded men 
during the portion of this war which l have personally witnessed, let me tell you what 
happened on th& morning of the 17th September* 

You know the ground. As the Russians charged along the rock, they simply 
murdered every man who lay along the crest. 
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1 »w Russian soldiers using thdr bayonets, the butUnds of their rifles, tod Pi«cm£ 
rock, to kilt helpless, wounded men. That the Turkish regular, who** wonderful docility 
and endurance under the most toying cimim&tanccsH are beyond doubt, does retaliate, 
forms, I regret to any, one of the most horrible features of tins war df murders. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A* H, CAMPBELL* 


No. 61. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.— {R^ceioed January 7, 1678,) 

\ '' Conn tan Jtttopfe, December 28, 1877, 

1 THE Sultan lies appointed throe Christians, who are enrolled m the Civic Guards to 
be bin Aides-de-camp. i hey are EHaa Mendi, n 

Archives in tlic Ministry for Foreign Affairs; a son of Mihmo Hey Du-e, a Catholic 
Armenian ; and a brother of the Grand Logothetc, Anstavclu Bey, a ^reek. 

These appointment appear to have made a good impression upon the Curistian^ mid 
afford a further proof of the Sultan’s desire to puiBue a just and conciliatory puhey towards 

them - [ have, &c. 

(Signed) A, H, LA YARD. 


No. 52. 

Lord A. Left us to the Earl of Derby.—{Received January 7* 197S.) 

Lord^ ,S(. Pdersburgh, December 31, 1877. 

r OK 'the Emperor's return here it was generally reported, even m official eirdea, that 
it was His Majesty^ intention, after a stay of a few days, to visit the army ut the Caucasus 
previous to his rejoining the army of the Danube. This intention is now apparently 
abandoned, and His Majesty will remain lieie for the present 

It is rumoured that the Cdjfcfewiteh and the Giund Dukes Madicnii and Alexis will 

shorily^tara h™.^ ^ ^ ^pdntrf to tbft cw»num<l of the array which Is to 

ooerato ajiainst Rustdiuk, with Prince linnicrotinski as the Chief ot Ins fault. 

r I have, &c. 

(Signed) AUGUSTUS LGETUS. 


No. 53. 

Lord A. Loft us to the Earl of Derby.—{Remved January 7, 1878.) 

MvVoid^ PaterAmryh, December 30, 1877. 

' I 11AVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship a loading article published by the 
<« Alienee Ruese." referring to the effect which the convocation of the British lurhameut is 
likely to produce in Turkey, and observing that the eventuality moat feared by Her 
Majesty^ Government, uamo!y, the march at a Russian army to Constantinople, is 

nredselv that to which tlwir policy may lead. . 

This article is undoubtedly written by Baron Jammu the ultimate adviser and 

factotum of Prince Gortchakow. 

i liaVC- &CL 

(Signed) ' * AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 
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Inclosure in No. 50. 
Extract from the 11 Agence i^u^ 6 ‘£, , * ls 


St. Pdt&sbowtg, Jettdi sofr, le Decembre. 1877. 

UNE observation qu'il est impossible do ne pas fairs, ct que feront certainenient tons 
lea esprits non proven□&, en presence des encouragements plua ou moins directs que le 
Cabinet de Londres no cease de donnetr 4 la Porte, en ce moment encore par la convocation 
motived et anticipate du Parlemout, (Vest ane par ees encouragements ce Cabinet arrive h 
provoquer forcfinenl, logiquement les tesulints m Sates qu'il lui important le phis, (Vapr^fi 
scs declarations, do voir conjures. 

II est do fait que laTurquie m peuttaire autremeut quo d p mtcrpr£ter cette attitude 
du Gouverneinent Britan nique dans ta sens de sea cspcranccs, qui out toujours consists 
dans une participation de fAnglcterre In guerre et d'y trouver par consequent une 
excitation u rteter justju'i loute derntfrre exttemite aux legitimes dcmnndcs dek Rubric, 
f! cn rtf&ultaquc FdveutuaUtti la plus redoiitdo par cc Gouverneinent, e’est-4-diro la marehe 
des armies Russes stir Constantinople, cat pteeis&nent colic 4 kqucllc m politique 
aboutit. 

Comment flipp^cher a]>rfes cela que des esprits logiques, jngeant des mentions par les 
rdiultats, ne sc rappcllcnt lea obstacles quo le Cabinet Rcaccmsfietd a sucee$siveiuent 
opposes h fapbinssemcnt du differend Oriental, alors que la guerre poiivait 6 tre encore 
avMe, ainsi que son fameux mot ; di Tt faut unc saign^c," et ne lul attribuent couii^queni- 
ment l'iutcntion seer^tc dlmprlmer ik ccttc gaevre des proportions telles qu'clles pennettent 
h FAugleterre tie a'cnrichir des ddpouillcs tie l'Erapire Ottoman? 

La deniandc de mediation adresa^e par la Porte aux Puissances ne pouvast. pas fit re 
aoccptde par cettc raison, clitre autres, qu'au point, dc vuc du droit public European, une 
mediation n’est possible que lorsqu’clle e&t demands par lea deux belligdrants, Eu cas 
contra ire, ce n f cst plus une mediation, mtue une intervention. 


No. 54. 

Cbiuul SmaUmood to the Earl of Derby ,'—(fiffceivfd January 7.) 

(No, 5. Ca&ssukr.) 

My Lord, Vemce t Jumuiry 3, 1878. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that a Commission of Greek Military 
Delegates have conic to Venice with the object, it is said, of negotiating the purchase of 
some ships qf war iVom the Italian Government, nnd that after having inspected the frigate 
“ Voragine," and the Royal Arsenal they left for Spczk 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDW. SMALLWOOD. 


No. 55, 

Server Pasha to il/utfurzis Pasha.—(Comm\imeatcd to the Eart of Derby by Mkmrtfs 

January 7, 1878.) 

M. 1'Ambassadeur, fc £7 Dcccmbre t IS77. 

UN telegram me de Suleyman Pacha, en date du 17 D^cambre, a port6 ft la eommis- 
sancc du 0 ou v erne men t Imperial Icr fatts suivauts 

Dkprfee lc rapport (Van sous-oflider oui, nyaut fait prfeonnier au combat; de 
Matehka, a veussi h B'dvnder, 200 femmes iVlusuImnncs, contrmntes do eerv ir ks Russes, 
ont subi Lea tmtoments les plus ignominieux. Leurs jupea out dt&d^iii^par tea soldats, 
qui lea ont on$uite obligdes h sc pruiucner dans cct dtat do nuditd. 

Dims 3c but de surprendre nos vedettes. Its font porter le fcE & quclqucs-unii 

do leurs soldate. He ont lusille publiqueincnt des Circassicns prisonniers ot blesses. 

En outre, Suleyman Pacha annonce & la Sublime Forte quo Its Russes ay ant continue 
4 diriger lc feu dc lenr artlllcrio sur les hbpitaux dc Rcn^teliouk, H u d 6 envoyer au camp 
du Caurcvita uti parieniciitaij'e tent poor requ^rir robscrvallon des slipulktlona dc ta 
Convention do Geutve 4 cct dgard que pour demandcr des explications sur les actefl 
meiuioniui plus haut- 

[iaoJ H 














Je pm votre Excellence cfc signaler ce* fmts au Gouverncmonf prts duquel eilc est 
accr 6 ht£e et de leur don tier Ui plus large publicity &c 

(Signd) SERVER- 


Mo* 56* 

Server Pnsha to Mounts Pasha.—(Communicated to the Earl of Derby by Musnru* Pasha, 

January 7* 1878.) 

M J r AmbaS3fldeiir Constantinople, h 27 /Vcernbrc, 1877* 

POUR fnire suite* mon m&mMe du 19 de ce goiajhri Thpnit^ur de Touflimm- 

mettre, eEjoiot, copiede la Proclamation ndressdc par le Gonvernement Imperial au \wuplt 

S ll ie prie votre Excellence de eommuniquer ce document no Gourernement de Sa 
MajcstOritanque. V^M 

(Stgiid) SERVER, 


Irictourc in Mo, 55* 

Proclamation addressed to the Stfmiaux by the Sublime Porte. 

V(JUS viviez pairibles ct heureux sous Pdgide protectrice de Sn Majesty VEmpereiir 
to Ottomans ct lc Suzerain de la Serbia ct vous jouiEsicz to bienfaits dune autonomic 
complete, lorseprii y a an an et demi to hommes qui vous gouverftajent vous out entraines 
dans ime rebellion ouvertc contra iWtoritd atizeTftifle, rebellion qu* a nttird sur vousdes 
calamity de toute sorto qui aont encore trop tome* jx>ur qua vbus en aycz perdu le 

Loraqnc oettc rebellion a eld repritnee, Sa Majesty Lmpdriak le Saltan, touche de v 6 s 
soutiYuiicea, et voulant affermir votre lidelile dona Pnvenir par lc sentiment d un nouveau 
hleofait, a cmiSQDtt 4 rfitablir les relations da la Principal] td avec In Sublime Porte tclles 
qo'dto exigent avani la guerre, Otot ainsi que votre autonomic a M mara&nue, quo 
lea amides kup&iales onttocud lea points stratCgiques imports tits quelle* ainient conquis 
au prix dc loaf sang, et qu'enfin uuoune indemnity no vous a <R£ impose, anemic gnranlie 
nta did extgee pour Pavcnir, La Sublime Porte n’A tnfintc paH impose 1 dloigneuicut dcs 

honirnea qui avaient caostS touE ces matbeurs, *. 

Ce sont pourUmt c$b mfimes hotnmusquh bSfieflAibto an sentiment de taut do uicntaita 
et inaccessible il toute ito de justice et de devior, profitaut do h guerre uctudtc, n'out eu 
d’autre spin ct iTautre sou at que dc priSp&rer un nouveau fiouktfemont contra t auto rite 

legitime de Sh Majesti inipffriale le Sultan. . 

Cray ant aiqourd'hui loccasion favorable pour rtSaliser Icore ochuux dcisein.T, lh uni 
d^kr^ la guerre it la Sublime Porte sous to pr^textes etnpreints 4 la fob de fausset^ ct 

d’bypocrisie. h . „ 

Dieti no Ittooru pte impurUe cette ittjustu agresstoa ; nuns au moment on ie wouver- 
'itcmeni Impfel a’apprdte 4 wmlialtre eelte nouvdlfi rabcHion, Sa MiycstC Impericle lc 
Sultnn a cru ju^le et n^cestsairc de vous rnontrer qn'il salt snr qui doit ratomber pnuci' 
pale Email )& reapuusabilitd dcs liialbeurfi dout voiis fito® menace* 

ha Prince Milan Obi 6 iovieb f que Sa Mqjeste lmp 6 riale b Sultan avcit mve&ti sor 
voire demand* do la haute diguitd de Prince de Sorbic, quil avail coinbld de scs taveurd 
Tmprfrifto, ct it qui il avait accord^ b pardon pour sa preoiiiSre riJbcIticm, n forfait pour la 
seconds fbig a stw devoirs de fidelity et d’houneur, tft a!eat montre indigne de vous |ou- 
vurncr. Sa Mujestc Impdrifde le Saltan a, en tsme^queacc, ibelar^ et cniutoU que Us 
pfinoo Milan Obr^novieb tot lui-mtoe piao4 cn dtat da dfech&mco de la digmt£ de Pmieo 
do Scrbie et voub b fait savair. 

Sertol , , * . . 

tbipn 4 di!v,-vw la trampullitc et in prospdrild dout vans avoz jom sous h suzerainet 6 

de V Empire Ottoman : attacht^-vous 4 cm instiluti.ous, qui seulcs out assure dans, la passe 
et ixjuvcnt gEtnmiir diuiR I'avcnir Ijl s^cui'it^ el In bonlicur do la Serbia T ijo aouh rungcz pas 
du cute de& cimemis do votre Suzerain ; secondezj an contrasre, tie tout votre pouvoir, Sea 
oftbrG cjue va renter lc Gouvci'fieineiit Imperial ptrnr reUblir cliez voub le rtgEie de la 
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legality. L4 est votre salut, cm* tous ceux qni weroat les complicca dcs iiommes pervers 
qui sc font litj jeu dcs obligations \qe plus sacr^cE sc repentiront bientdt de leur dgarement. 
Soyez vous-mSmes to juges de la'condutte de votre Ptiticp- ct dc ses Conseillera ; demandez- 
vouH b-IIs sont encore digues do votre confiance 3 alors qu'ils ont perdu odDe de votre 
Suzerain, et u'h^itez pas 4 vous sparer d’mne cause d^ji\ cortdamnfe par In conscience 
publiqoe, avant m^me d'avoir etd combattue par lee urmes. 

Sublime Porte, le 20 D&tmbrc, 1877. 


Ko. 57- 

Senior Pa*hn to Musums Pti$ha,—(Communicated to the Eatl of Derby by Musmv* Pasha 

January 7, 1078.) 

{T &i fgrapbique.) 0>n|EiQift9qp/« s U 6 Janvier, 1878. 

LE Gouveraemcnt Inipdrial desire ofFrir ati commerae dc toutes to nations ties 
facllites ct dcs a vantages flpecinux dans sce transactions avec tes provinces ct les Etats 
voisins en drigeant Batenina en Aaie, Buda cn Cr^te* et Aya-Saraudn en Albanie, en porta 
frunea dfea le rtobtoement dc la paix. A eet cflct s il n dtd ddridc de soxiuiettrc d£s a 
present au PurlemenL le projet de loi y rdfitif. Je voub prie dc dormer confident ie I lenient 
connaissancc de cette resolution 4 Lord Derby qui, jc ito doute pas, en npprtoera 
1 'importance et ks heureux elfets., particulkremcnt ah point de vue du commerce 
Brifetmique* 


No, 58. 

The Earl of Derby to Lord A. Loftm. 

(No. IS*) 

My Lord, Foreign Of/tce, January ?, 1878* 

i TRANSMIT to your Excellency here with copies of a note and of its iu closure 
from the Turkish Ambassador at this Ccuri, calling attention to the manner in which the 
Turkish fiiok and wounded have been treated by the Russian authorities at Kars; and I 
have to instruct your Excellency to bring this complaint to the notice of the Russian 
Government 

I anrij, &c + 

(Signed) DERBY. 


No. 59* 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of .Derby.—(Received January 8.) 

(Ho. 14.) 

(Telegraphic*) Pera, January 7 , 1878> 1 iMt. 

CONSUL BLUNT writes that ServiRit patrols have reached Radomir, between 
Kustcndil and Sofia; and that us tiiev and the Russians ntlvanee they arrn the Bulgarian 
population; and that the dread of repetition of the cruelties perpetrated last summer have 
caused u general panic, and populations are flying to PhitippopplU and will flock to 
Adriaoopk, which will greatly embarrass aathoTitto in providing for the defence of that 
place, 

Russian advunce-gLirirel have occupied Sofia, 

Several English doctors and Colonel Baker, V + C„ w!io was with Baker toha, and 
was seriously ilh have fallen into the hands of the Russians?, 


No, GO* 

Mr. Layard to the Eart of Derby,—(lUcmtcd January 8 .) 

(Ho. 10 .) 

(Telegraphic*) Ptra t January 7, 1070. 

CONSUL BLUNT telegraphs following to-day :— 

<f 1 L ift oflRinlly reported from PhiIippcipojln that Ruckus entered Tmindja valley 
yesterday through passes between villager of Issowa tmd Humdli, in Plain of Kvzanlik, 
cutting off coiQrmjnicataons between Shipka and Kyzanlik town. Authorities end 
inhabitants of town have tied, and aa tdegaiphic eomm unicat ion between it and Adda- 
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nonicia interrupted, it u evident that Kysanlik has again been occupied by Kussiam 
Tbe same day another ooiumn appeared on heights this aide of Trejan J a*s. menacing 
Curiova. If it succeeds in occupying Carlova it will completely isolate luthtah position 

at Shipkaff 


No, 61. 

Coirtfiil Sandwith to Ike Earl of Dorby ,—(Rccrtoeii January 9* 1873,) 

(No, 62. Political.) , _ . ,, 1f577 

Jj y Court, Crete, December 20, 1871* 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’* information, a copy of a 
despatch which L have addressed to his Excellency Mr. Layard, reporting the arrival here 
of a Commission from the Porte charged with the duty of attempting to satisfy the 
demands of the Cretan Christians, 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) THOMAS B. S ANDVv I fit 


lnclosure in No, 6L 
Consul StihdwUh to Mr* Layctrd. 

gi |t Canto, Crete, December 29 } 1877. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency the arrival here on Christmas-doy 
of the Trupcrfol Curuniissionerfi Costaki Adossidcs Pasha and Selim Effendi ’Hie former 
at once sent me your ExcellCEtty’s letter, in which L am instructed to give him nil the 
assistance in my power in the fulfilment of hia important rakstou. On the following 
day I called upon his Excellency and hud n long conversation with him and his colleague 
on the measures they proposed to take in order to satisly the Christiana, 1 ventured to 
give it ns my opinion that they would he acting wisely in dealing with them liberally by 
making large concessions at once, instead of haggling over them one by one, as it wan 
plainly for the interest of the Porte to close the discussion as soon m possible, white the 
Cretans would desire rather to prolong it in order to gain time. As tor the opposition 
the Commission was likely to meet with from the Mussulman minority by adopting such a 
course, I thought they might afford to disregard it, as there could he little doubt that the 
Moslems could be brought to accept any arrangement, even though U involved the sacrifice 
of the dominant influence they have hitherto managed to retain. ! was particularly 
ctireful to put Coslaki Pasha on‘his guard against three individuals whom I named, two 
Mussulmans and a Christian, whose noxious power has constantly been employed to evil 
ends. Their names are Haseau Eflhndi Kavuurkai, Ismail Effundi Kouyuuuijukai, and 
Palrides Effciuli, of whose intrigue Co&Eaki Pa&lia was not ignorant when formerly in 

Crete. . , * 

1 WHS glad to learn from his Excellency that he intended to go into the country at 
oni & % mid he and his colleague set out yesterday for Vnmas, m Apokoroiia, where resides 
the Christian Governor of Sphakia, Nikolaki Sartiiudri Pa&hu, It is their purpose, after 
conferring with him, tt> visit the Committee, which has now shifted its quarters ftom Ff6 
to the village of Campos, only three hours from this town. The Committee's original 
number, consisting of twenty-four, to been largely in crewed by the election of ten 
members to represent each of the six westernmost Kasiiu* of Crete, besides seven from the 
town of Re thy mo. Canes h«n elected eight Delegates with the approval of the Govern¬ 
ment, but they have not yet joined their colleague, and is is doubtful if they ever will. 
The permanent Committee thtis numbers nearly 100 members, The Commissioners, if 
they really adopt the plan attributed to them of visiting the Committee in person, may 
be said to* be recognizing its legal existence; but there are palpable advantages to be 
gained in thus dealing directly with the people's Delegates, as no arrangement would be 
possible which had not obtained their previous sanction. 

I do not pretend to say what chances of success the Commission is likely to have. 
It has before it a task beset with very grave difficulties owing to she continuance of 
hostilities with Russia, tor it requires but a slight acquaintance with the Cretans lo fed 
assured that they will not be anxious for a final settlement m long m the progress of the 
war holds out to them the hope of exacting further concessions from the Forte, or even of 


shaking off its authority altogether. It is quite dear, however, that there is a general 
desire on the part of the people of this town, and to a less extent of Selino and Kkfiamos, 
to accept any reasonable compromise rather than bring on their country Urn calamity of 
war, 1 have encouraged the leading inhabitants to hope for a satisfactory solution of the 
present difficulties from the labours of the Commission, and Mr. Vice-Consul Moaazo, 
who wore than any other Cretan townsman enjoys the confidence of the Christian Chiefs, 
has written letters at my request lo govern) of them, urging them to close with tile offers 
which Costoki Pasha is authorized to propose, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) THOMAS ll, SANDWTH, 

P.S.—January 1, 3S78.—Cosfeaki Pasha and hie colleague returned to C&nea rather 
unexpectedly yesterday, i learn that they had not visited the Committee or even any of 
its members, and those Chiefs whom they invited to approach them, notably old Restores 
V eludaki and Gogoni, declined to come, alleging that they had no authority lo speak in 
the name of the people, who had delegated their power to the Committee, ft 5s evident 
that the key of the situation lies with them- Costaki Pasha ha.s expressed his intention 
to virit me this jsfternoon after [he departure of the post, when doubtless i shall learn 
more from his lips. I am aware, however, that his Excellency intends returning again to 
the country. 

T. a. 3. 


No. 62, 

Can.ru/ Satidmth to the Ear! of Derby.--^(Received January ff, 1878.) 

(No, 83. Political.) 

My Lord, Canto, Crete , December 81,1877- 

NEXT to the arrival of the Commission from Constantinople, the doings of Haj^ 
Micbali, the Chief who landed in Crete a fortnight ago, occupy the principal attention. 
He goes about tlie country with a band of about fifty armed men without any apprehen¬ 
sion 3or his personal safety. Me bus been doing friendly offices for the Mussulman 
peasantry, offering escorts to Cauea to such as have a mind to leave their homes, and 
restoring to others their stolen cattle. Towards the Government, on the other hand, he 
has shown a hostile attitude, which he exhibited the other day bv burning down a large 
black-house which dominated his native village of Lakkos.' This has usually been 
occupied by a .company of regular troops, but was latterly evacuated by them, as have 
several others in this part of the island, the Government not having aumd&nt troops to 
garrison their numerous fortresses, It hi becoming known that Haje Michali ia provided 
with money as well as with arms, hi* followers receiving pay. Whether rids money has 
beeti provided by the Committee in Athens or come from Russia is uncertain. As the 
Haji has been living in Russia since the last insurrection, and was in the receipt of a 
pension there, it i& not unlikely that he may still be drawing money from the same source. 
The Cretans aw mostly in such indigent dreumstances that any adventurer with a com- 
maud of money could draw thousand* after him. 

There has been considerable turmoil in Rethymo of kite owing to the presence in that 
town of many Moslem refugees, who being all armed and naturally in no pleasant mood 
at quitting their homes, are exciting fears among the Christians. There exists in that 
town a society formed of the most bigoted Mus^iilmano, whose principle of action seems to 
be to do all the harm in their power to the Christians, and as it embraces nearly all the 
prominent Mussulmans,, they exercise an undesirable influence on the local authorities. It 
was discovered last summer that the ‘members of this society were instigating their 
cd- religionists to take refuge in the town, and a further proof has just been famished of 
their complicity in this movement by the Mahometan inhabitants of u village petitioning 
the Govern meat to slop the intrigues of these men, protesting that they lived on good 
tonus with their Christian neighbours and were anxious to remain at home. The 
Governor General, S&mih Pasha, has gone himself to Re thy mo in the hope of calming 
the excitement there. 

There is a steady influx of Moslem families into rid* town and into the neighbouring 
villages and homesteads. The panic which had disced them in August and September 
bad subsided, and most of the refugee* had returned, but the anarchy reigning in the 
country and the had nows from abroad have again worked on their fears, and ninny are 
retracing their steps. The Christians in this vicinity suffer thetiiselm also by the 
Lisoj i 9 

















movement, as they are frequently beaten and imaltreated by the new-comers, some of 
whem squat on their bud, allow their sheep to destroy their growing crops, and in spnte 
instances cat down their trees for lircwood, The Governor has posted companies of 
regular troops in several of the surrounding villagesj and their presence certainly conttv 
bufccs to a sense of security, but it fails to procure redress for those who are beaten or 
robbed. The danger is lest the peasants who have been maltreated should induce the 
Christians in the interior to retaliate on the Mussulmans scattered amongst them. As an 
act of policy the former have care fully refrained from molesting them. 

Her Majesty’s ship *' Rupert” arrived in Suda Bay yesterday, where her presence for 
the moment seems desirable. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) THOMAS B. SAND WITH. 

P.S.—January 1, 1873. In consequence of a telegram received from the Consular 
Agent iu Rcihymo describing the threatening attitude of the Mussulmans of that town, 
whose numbers have been augmented by many armed peasants, I desired Captain Gordon, 
of Her Majesty r s ship Rupert* to call in there to-day on his way to join the Admiral in 
the Bay of Smyrna, where his instructions require Inm to proceed. 


No. 63, 

Lmttetumi-Colonel Mansfield to the. Earl of Derby ,■ —(Received January 9.) 

{No* 1. Political Very Confidential) 

My Lord, Bucharest, January 1, 1878, 

YESTERDAY I had a conversation with M. Cogalmceano* the substance of which 
he wished me to communicate confidentially to your Lordship* 

The Minister informed me that the Roumanian Government has every reason to 
believe that at the conclusion of peace Russia will make an endeavour to recover the 
strip of Bessarabia which was ceded to,Turkey by the Treaty ol 185(5, 

This Government has received no com mu Dication, official or scmkoilidal ? on the 
matter r but no doubt is entertained upon the subject. 

M. Cogdaieeano went so for m to my that their only hope rested upon the 

g enerosity of the Emperor, and that, considering that the Roumanians had given their 
load, &($.-, in the present contest, perhaps His Majesty might not press for the cession iu 

question. . . 

The Minister continued that hints had been thrown out. respecting a plebiscite m 
Bessarabia, which might save amjoarnnccs, but that it was. well known that plebiscites ot 
this nature were ft mere form ; that the cession of the Dobrudja bad also been mentioned 
as a possible compensation* but that the latter would, in fact, be no real compensation* Bte, 
Ho laid stress upon the disadvantage, iu a European point oi view T * to the inexpediency 
of Russia having ports on the Danube, and much more of the common-place features of 
the question, with which it is no use to take up your Lordships tame. 

The Minister also informed urn that he its Bounding Count Andittssy upon the subject, 
adding that Austria is far more interested than any other Power in tine retention of the 
territory in question by Roumanin. 

1 remarked that the Roumanian Government having carried on hostile operations 
against que of the Guaranteeing Powers* and having made a Convention of a military 
character with another, placed this Government in a position which could only tend to the 

? uestitin being dealt with in the manner which might be deemed most expedient to auch 
owere as should be directly or indirectly concerned in n Treaty of Peace. 

I pointed out to M, Cogflluiccaiio that the Roumanian Government, instead of being 
contented with the general guarantees of the Powers which signed the Treaty ol Paris* had 
gone out of their way to enter into a Convention with Russia, the lout Article ot which 
undertook to respect the existing condition of the united Principalities, and that by so 
doing this Government had doubtless forfeited a moiety of their claim to consideration at 
the hands of the Guaranteeing Powers. 

M, Gogalnjecano answered that they hud hoped that the Article in the Convention 
in question would have sheltered ihem from this impending humiliation and misfortune* 
thst, had that Article not been inserted, he, the Minister, never would have been a party 
to the transaction; and that ho had confidently expected that Russia would have held 


to the declaration* expectations which now seemed to bo upon the brink of disappoint¬ 
ment. 

In conclusion, 1 told M. Cogalui&ono that I had no knowledge of th: views of Her 
MajestyGovernment upon this subject, bul that l should, to compliance with his desire* 
bring the subject under your Lordship's notice. 

M. Cogftloiceano then became eloquent respecting the detestation in which the 
Russians are held by all classes hi these principalities, adding that* for the future, they 
should welt know who bad been their true friends* 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. E. MANSFIELD. 


No, 64, 

LieutenaTtt-Cohud Mansfield to the Earl of Derby.—[Received January 9.) 

(No. 2. Political, Confidential.) 

My Lord, Bach amt* January ■ 1, 1876. 

THE days since tbs return of Prince Charles to the capital have been passed in 
expressions of mutual admiration between His Highness and the various public bodies and 
functionaries, and it was not until yesterday that I was able to bog the Prince, 

! w r os anxious te take an early opportunity of doing so, ae various rumours have been 
circulated that it is contemplation to proclaim Prince Charles King of the Eouruaniana* in 
which case ! could not of course have been able to ask for an audience. 

The Prince describes the state of Bulgaria, owing to the immense quantify of snow, 
such as to preclude all possibility of military operations; a portion of each of the 
bridges across the Danube is, during some hours of each day* removed to allow the passage 
of boat log ice, an arrangement which naturally offers great obstacles to the provisioning 
of the Russian Army, but he believes that there is a uniform supply for three w-eeks in 
advance. 

The Prince discussed at considerable length the prospects and conditions of peace* 
and laid much emphasis upon the destruction of the Turkish fortresses upon the Danube,, 
as being a h tending menace to this country* ami as incompatible with the neutralization 
and free navigation of that river j but His Highness,it is to be presumed* does not choose 
to remember that aggression has invariably arisen from the left bank of dm Danube, and 
that not a shot was initiated Irons ihc Turkish fortresses until ihis Government had pro¬ 
claimed themselves in a state uf hostilities with the Porte. 

t have* &c. 

(Signed) C. E, MANSFIELD. 


No, 65, 

Sorter Pasha to Mmums Pasha -—(OamHiimfcfited to the Earl of Derby by Mmurws Pasha t 

January EL) 

(TefogmpMquc.) CWtaijfhiqpfo* k 7 1S78* 

INFORMATIONS fiur les BTntees Rushes: Par suite do lu destruction deg punts* Ic 
transport des vivres ot des munitions contimient h ren courier de grander difficult^* do 
me les transports des canons de gros calibre destiufo h Tarnufo du Gdheral Todloben* 
compost^ dy 00*000 homines, et qui doit attaquer Runstdiouk. Cette anode venant do 
Roustchouk no pent non plus rejomdre les troupes du Gditeral Eliumerman, On presume 
drnic quo cos dcrm&rcs cheroheront k surprendre Varan. Le G&terul Goutko a repu iusqu’fi 

E rfiacnt ordre d’attaquer el do rejeter ks troupes Ottomanos it Fast ot an sud da Sophia. 

e Gdneruli Tcdlebeii a rafu junqu*li present ordre do h&ter Tettnquc contra Roustchouk ot 
ihirc venir par Gal at/ deg canons do gros calibre, Les Russes font venir do la G alii tie dcs 
munitions difolanfos comme vivrea. he Prince Milan vient du demtuider tdugruphique- 
ment an quarticr-g&teral Russo des canons do gras calibre pour bouibaidur Nidi. 
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No, 66- 

Server Pasha to Mttsurus Pasha. — { Vo-mminktticd to the Eart of Derby by Mu su ras Pasha r 

January 9,) . 

(TOdgrapbique.) Constantinople k 8 Jamnir, 18,3. 

PAR raon tdldgramme dliier j'ai fait savoir k votre Excellence qao Jes llussee 
ndoubbuwt ^efforts pour foiSer les Balkans* eti Romaic et shmiparer'd Lrzcroum cn 
Asia, DWta nos derates Informations, letirs operations con Ire Erceroum avancm 
raptdcmcnt, at lours troupes de la Turquie iTEurope, ayant franchi les Balkans en iuu 
colonucs par Lc defile do Chipkn at scs environs, menacent Andnnople. Vegtl# sigoftler 
d^ut^onco co qui precede 5 Lord Derby et roe telegraphicr immddinterneiit sa rcpeiise. 


No, 67* 

Mr. bayard tv the Earl of Derby *—{Rrcffived January 9,) 

^TdJratihicA January S, 1078,11 EM. 

FOLLOWING from Consul Blunt to-day . 

fr Ijes Huases marc haul vers Ycni-Zughra et auioritfi mililairti croyaut devoir prendre 
me sores pour defense ^voutaelJe d\Andriuop!e, Vali all to rise depart families indigenes tit 
i^poodit a In demand® Consuls en cwiaeilMt aviser leurs nalionatix, Mime d^ptche 
envoys par mes collegues.” 


No. 68. 

Mr. bayard to the Earl of Derby— {Received January 9,} 

(TdciJmrhio.) Peru, January 0, 1870, 10 a.U. 

CONSUL BLUNT telegraphs following doted yestttdtty, 

1f Telegraphic communication between Kyzanlik mid Ycni-Zaghira interrupted this 
morning, li is reported that Turkish troops at SkipkiL liavc retired on Carlo™. Another 
Russian column debouched yesterday morning through Muftis and the Russian force 
iu Tmidju valley is estimated at sixty battalions. Russian patrol & have been seen within 
two hours of YenbZughra. Suspected that a Russian column is marching on Sblimia to 
take Kazan Pass iu rear. Mahonmiedan inhabitants are quitting this town in gpo&t 
numbers for Rodosto and Constantinople, and pressing appeals from Phslippopohs, Ycm- 
Zaghra, and Yamboli have bean sent from authorities and inhabitants tor trains to bring 
them away. The panic is universal," 


No, 69. 

Mr. bayard to the Earl of Derby,— {Recdwd January 9.) 

(No. 21.) _ * A .. 

{Telegraphic*) P#** January 9, 878, l L a,m, 

MEMEMET A LI PASHA left ihk morning to take command at Adrianopte. 


No, 70. 

Mr, bayard to the Hurt of Derby —{Received January 10, 1878.) 

(No, 1526.) 

Mv Lord, CtortfltiwMinopfei iJtfflWififlr 29, 1877. 

WITH reference to my despatch Hv. 1523 of the 28th instant, 1 have the honour to 
state that the Sultan has named not three, but live Christians to be hk Aides-de-camp. 
The inclosed extr$t from the "Turquie 11 gives their names, nod the addresses nwda to 
them by Ills Majesty, when they were presented to him at tho ‘'SchuoUk, or public 

audience, yesterday. , „ 

l have, clc, 

(Signed) A, H« LAYARD* 
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IndoBure in No, 70. 

Extract from “ La Turquw" of December 20, 1377* 

LA edrdmome da ft Sdlamlik 11 a eu lieu hier :i la mosquca Mddjidid, 

Am quo nous I'nvpos arm once bier, Yorgaki Bey dAriidarchi, Elias Effendi, Direo 
tear ties Archives du Minlgttfro des Affaires Ehraxig&reB, Edgar Bey Dnz-cgbu, Coatoki 
Effimdi Pangiri et Salomon Eftendi Hatem out cfc£ nommls par Inidd Imperial Aides-de- 
camp do Sa Majesty le Sultan, leu deux premiers aveo Is grade de Lieutenant et lea trois 
nutres avec le grade dc Sergeant-Major. 

Les nouveaux Aides-de-camp, tiprfcs avoir pt^eontds hicr au Palais de Yildiz^ ont 
accornpagn 6 Sa Majetll h b c^rdmonic dm Sdlanilik, 

Apr&s la piwre, le Sultan n fait expnmer h bbs nouveaux Aides-de-camp, par Feutre- 
mis® du premier Secretaire Sa?d Pacha, sa haute satisfaction de vuir ctablie, dans toy tea 
les classes da ses sujets, r^galit^ de djroit civil et militairc* 

Yoici en rtkumd lies paroles Impefmles qui ont transmises par Son Excellence mx 
Ajdes-d^camp uon-Musulmans:— 

“ Je £uis heuroux do pouvoir constatcr que les commmiaut^a non-Musulmanes de 
mon Empire, lesquellcs jtisqu’ici n'avient pu participer an privilege des anne^j, so trouvent 
nujourd'bul unies dans les m 6 mes droits et privileges qui ten dent k raftermir len bases de la 
Constitution quo jVi octroyde si to us mes sujets sans distinction de race ni do religion. 
Quoiqnc la Constitution ait parfaitement ddliiii Pdgalitd dcs diioits rnilitaires et eivi[s # a 
can bo dcs ci rconstunces itctudles ce n f cst qubujourd’lmi que la question de ^incorporation, 
dans E arniec de me# sujcls non-Mp^ulinnnB n pris un commencement d'tixdeislLon, Mes 
Mhuetras sent chafes d^apporicr to us les soiu^ n^ces-saires h cc que ceLte non voile r^forme 
pul&se etve inise en pratiquo on moment plus !: 6 t. Jbirne k c^perer que rues sujets 
non-iVIusuhnans scroiit Kufisfnits tout aussi bicii r|uci moi cn voyaiit que ccttc lacune cet 
comhlde . 11 


No* 7L 

Mr. bayard to the Mart of Derby.—January 19 ? 1870.) 

(No, lo20,) 

My Lord, Oomtaniiju>pte t Decmhtr S\, 1877- 

WITH reference to Mr* James’ letters to your Lordship T copies of which were 
LroEBmitted to me in your Nos, 596 and 863 of the 13th October and 19 th in&ttinl, I beg 
to observe that the statement contained in my despatch of the I 3 fch May lust, presented 
to ParHrnnorik us to invented 11 Bulgarian outrages," was made in the discharge cl my duty 
as Iler Majestyk Ambassador, and i must decline either to withdraw or to substantiate: if, 
It was in general terms, and was not directed to any peraon individually* For obvious 
reasons 1 cannot disclose my authority Ibr it ; but Mr. James will, no doubt, hud, if he 
thinks proper to inquire, that the matter was one of public notoriety here* 

I have, kc. 

(Signed) A, H. LAYARJD, 


No. 72. 

Mr. bayard to the Eart of Derby, — (Recei\>ed January i0, 1678.) 

(No. 1530*) 

Wy Lord, December 31, 1877* 

l ^ REPRESENTED, some days ago, to the Grand Vizier that executions oi 
Bulgarians alleged to have been implicated in the recent insurrection were still taking 
place, and that the Sultan’s proclamation offering pardon to tho Bulgarians had not yet 
been published at Adrianoplca His Highne^ now informs me that the moat peremptory 
orders have been sent by His Majesty to the authorities in the Provinces of Bulgaria and 
Romnelia to put an cud at once to oil executions, and to publish his proclamation without 
further delay, 

l have* See. 

(Signed) A, H. LA YARD. 
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No. 73* 

Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Eemved January 10 , 1878 .) 

Swfv Dermi&er 3i, 1877, 

TLIlb case referred to in your Lordship's despatch No, i?82 of the -Ot!i instant ut the 
hanging at Varna of a Bulgarian named Dmgmlo Nkldtcho Badusto, upon an unfoundfed 
charge of being a Russian spy, has been brought by me to the notice of the 1 oik, as 1 
informed your Lordship in my despatch No, 1,457 of the 8th instant. Ihe military 
authorities at Varna, who hum been called upon by the Grand \ ister to give full e*P 1#l “* 
tions us to their conduct iu this matter, have not yet sent an answer. At my request hia 
Highness has repeated his orders to them to-day in a paten^tory roran* 

(Signed) A, H. LANARD* 


No, 74* 

Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 10,) 

(No. 4, Very Confidential,) , Y . 1R1HJ 

My Lord J Cc^an^Fzop?e, January l, 1878a 

Y ACCORDING to the existing regulations, the newly-elected Chamber of Deputes 
presented the names of three of its member* to the Sultan, from whom His Mfrriy hag 
\o choose its President. His Majesty's selection haa fallen upon Hawl hehuvi Lffend, 
one of the Member for Constantinople, a lawyer, said to be an able and unnest man, but 
without experience of public affairs, unknown to the county, and not l.kely tn hart 
authority or influence ip the Assembly. Sheikh Baha-Eddm Mendi T the Ceput\ for 
Biousea, and AllHivcrdbZfldd OIietoiws EiTendi, a Catholic Armenian, have been named 

respectively first and second Vice-Presidents. , , 

The Chamber lias not yet held any public session. It has met with closed doors to 
prepare the answer to the Sultan's speech. The Members of the new Parliament appear 
to be ready 8b show the same independence and determination to deal with public 
affaire as those of tho Inst I learn from sonic of them that the discussions upon the 
address to His Majesty have bean most stormy* A large majority of im Chamber have 
insisted upon inserting in it words condemning the policy of the Ministers, and accusing 
them of being the authors of the disasters which have befallen the country autce the 
previous Parliament wna dissolved. Should they succeed in expressing this censure upon 
tho Government, it is believed that it will either lend to the resignation of the Ministry, or 
to the dissolution of ihe Chambers. It is redly directed against the Sultan, mid what is 
known as M the Palace,' 1 I understood that no secret was made of the tact in the dis¬ 
cussions that have taken place. The persons who surround the Sultan, anti who are 
supposed to have such complete influence over His Majesty as to control til state aitairs, 
were denounced in term* which are said to have exceeded the constitutional rights of the 
Chamber. An attempt Is being made tb prevent the insertion in the address of words 
which convey the public discontent; but it is known out of doors that m the debates 
which have taken place the conduct of the Palace party tmd of the Government has been 

severely criticised and condemned* .-g*. Q „ ; . 

There is no doubt that the public feeling with regard to Mahmoud D&mat Pasha, hml 
Pasha, the SuitaiTa first secretary or “‘Bush Kiaob >J (not to b« confounded wtlb tbe 
General Said Pasha), and other persons about Hia Majesty's person, is becoming every day 
more exasperated, and may lend to serious consequences, not only to them but to the Sultan 
himself, uutess something be done to allay it. The Sultan, with ah his good qutihties and 
admirable intentions, is timid and suspicious. It la scarcely surprising that he hhould be 
w considering the circumstances under which be came to the throne, the grave events 
that are occurring around him, and the utter want of experienced and able statesmen to 
whom lie could look with confide nee for advice mid assistance. My own impression, 
judging tram what His Majesty lias more than once sniff to me, id that nut her Mahmoud 
Duinat Postni nor the chief secretary exercises any real influence over him. Ho know 
thdr characters, and mistrusts them. But they are in a position to play upon his tears. 
They cati give him to understand that to them and their party ho owes Ins throne, mid 
that without their support he may lose it, and even his life at. the same time* Vr itu } hi* 
obiect they tako advantage of the iutrigu.es which are being carried on iu favour of Jus 
deposed brother Murad, who, tho public is being gradually led to believe, is restored to 
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reason, and ia unjustly and unlii%fuLly deprived of Ins rights, although L have been assured 
on high authority that a Sultan once deposed by a legal decree cannot according to the 
Mussulman and ancient Turkish law, ho restored* 

This hold which Mahmoud Da mat Pasha and his confederates have upon the bultiin 
furnishes the key to tho present state of affairs In the Palace. His Majesty bus not the 
strength of character and moral courage to free himself altogether from them, although he 
Iizls more than once hinted to mo that he would gladly rid himself them. By keeping 
them about him he is losing the popularity which his kindly disposition and many excel¬ 
lent qualities bad justly gained for him with hie subjects. The position which these 
persons hold in the Palace enables them to interfere in publicftffairs, whether the Sultan 
wishes it or not. As all public business passes through their hands they can indirectly 
influence his judgment, withhold important information from him, or induce him, by uus- 
representations or by concealment of theta, to commit nets oi injustice or indiscretion. 
They are able to promote the interests of those who are willing to be their creatures, and 
to promote to high and responsible places incapable and corrupt men. To their inter¬ 
ference and evil counsels are attributed! not without reason, the reverses and disnstere of 
the Turkish ftrmics. They have upheld Suleiman Pasha, who i* believed to have been 
the cause of these misfortunes. They brought about on two occasions the recall of 
Meheroet All Pasha. It. was through them that the Council of War, recently abolished* 
compelled Mukhtar Pasha to continue iu tile positions on the Russian frontier h hi eh led^ 
to the destruction of his army, to the tall oi Kata, and Eo the loss ol the greater part of 
Armenia* They prevented Osman Pasha leaving Plevna when, after his first victories, he 
might have retired in safety with his army; and yet the Sultan himself has told me that 
ho ban no confidence in Suleiman Pasha, whom, I believe, he personally dislikes, whilst Iso 
is very favourably disposed to Muherncfc Ali Pa&ha* whom he intended, at one time, to 
name Minister of War. But Suleiman Pasha is befriended by Mahmoud Dnmat Pasha 
and the Palace party ; " and although to his incapacity mi to hia jealousy of Mehetnet 
Ali Pasha and other commanders have been attributed the Fall of Plevna and the successes 
of the Russians in Bulgaria ha is still maintained in the supreme command, Mohamet 
Ali Pasha informs me that when, through ihe intrigues id his rivals ho was recently recalled 
from the army in Bosnia and Western Homiit-dia* he earnestly advised that the foices iu 
the Orklumic Pass, and scattered in small detachments at Pirbt and other places, should at 
once be ordered to fall back and to concentrate at Sofia, or elsewhere on tho road to Adria- 
nople 3 be was overruled bv Suleiman Pasha, Now, w hen the Russians may have cut off the 
retreat of Shakir PasWs army, and the scattered battalions have already fallen into the 
hands of the Russians and the Servians, orders have been given for their withdrawal* *et 
notwithstanding all the disasters that Suleiman Pasha has thus brought upon his country, 
he receives the highest honours, because Mahmoud Dnmat Pasha and hia adherents 
require a soldier who will enable them to retain the power they now possess. Ha Is 
known to be a man of great and unscrupulous ambition* ami to be aiming at the highest 

office in the State. . 

The Sultan* mintrusting his Ministers and those who are about lum, and wishing to 
inform himself of nil that is passing, lias had recourse to the dangerous expedient of 
entering into secret correspondence with persons in lhe capital and tho provinces. I have 
been informed* on the best authority, that it was discovered a short time ago that one of 
hia correspondents was a clerk in the Foreign Office at the Porte* He is constantly 
sending his Aides-de-camp to the different armies to report to him upon their condition, 
I understand that be insisted, against the advice of Haouf Pasha, upon the recall of 
Moukhtar Pasha, because lie had received private information which induced him to 
believe that that General was unpopular with bis officers and men, and that, consequently, 
he could not be depended upon to hold Erzerouni to the last extremity* He itf in direct 
telegraphic communication, which, however, passes through (he bands of those employed 
at the Palace, with (ho different Commanders* This interference with military affairs 
cannot be hut dangerous. However* every now and thou, HU Miqeaty asserts his power 
in a right direction, and his recent nominal ion of Raouf Pasha and General Baal Pasha, 
both declared enemies of Suleiman Pasha and tho Palace clique, to the Ministries ol W ar 
and Marine, has given general satisfaction, What the Sultan requires ls a Grand Virier ot 
energy, firmness, and ability, whom he can respect, if not rear, and who can guide and 
control him* Unfortunately* Hdheto Pasha* who now holds that high office, although an 
honest man and earnestly desirous to do his best for the welfare ol his country, is deficient 
in those essential qualities. Consequently, ITls Majesty is little inclined to listen to lum 
and to follow his counsels. 

On the other hand, the Sultan would be unwilling to have as Ids Grand Visfier a mn 
of a resolute and determined will, lest he should fall into the power ol his Minister, liti 










Majesty looks wilt suspicion upon Midhit fasha, for whom he has a, personal dislike, 
principally, I believe, on aceouut of the share Idem by that statesman »» the ditto*** 
ment ot Lilians Abdul Aria autl Murad. Ho has been led to think that Minhat 
will not forgive his banishment from Turkey, ami that if the opportunity were given him 
he would revenge himself upon the authors of it, including Ins Sovereign. His Majesty 
sent for Ahmed Vefyt Pasha immediately after his return from Adnanojile, assured him of 
his entire confidence, and declared his intention to employ him in a position ot groat trust 
ami resoonsibilitr. Ahmed Vdvli Pasha replied that white, ready to place his eervic® id 
the entire disposal of His Majesty, he believed that for many reasons it would be inoit 
to His Majesty’s interest that he should bo permitted lo remain in retirement. he 
Sultan (hen asked whether there were no mark of his favour which the 1 asta would bo 
willing to accept. Ahmed Vefyk Pasha answered that it His Majesty thought fit to name 
him 3 Senator, ho would do his best to serve His Majesty in that capacity, ibe 
Ahmed Vefvk Pasha told me, seemed much relieved by his reply, VM at once : acceded to 
his request." His Majest.v had wished to have him as President of the Chamber, hut Ins 
firm and independent character does not suit ” the Palace," and the mtuguos to prevent 
his election as one of the members for Constantinople was successful. Ahmed .clyk 
Pasba Iiliw htated to me Ins determination not to take my office until Mahmoud Dauuit 
Pasha and his partisans are do loiter in n position to exercise, diroctlv omidsrectly* their 

pernicious tofluence over the 3 idtan. _ . .*_ 

The state of things that l have described has led to the great discontent, now existing 
in the public mind* and especially amongst those who form what us kuown as the Forte 
and who have hitherto practically had the adminiEtralton of public affairs. They find 
themfelvea deprived of all power and influence. Their decisions on public matter* v. Inch 
are sent tu the Palace for the sanction of the Sultan, in former times rarely reused, are now 
owndtien, 01 - put aside* through sonic secret inCluenee. In many eases those decagons 11 n iy 
not reach HteM#atr: in others his mind may have been prejudiced against the in, and 
he may have declined to eon hr in them, it should be the duty of the Grand \ issiei to 
warn IIis Majesty against the danger of the course that he is thus ledl to pursue, and to 
resign his office if his advice be not token, He is considered by the Turkish people to 
be after the Sultan, almost ah powerful But Ed Item Pasha has not the courage to avail 
himself of his high position, and he be m with submission to the will ot his master, 
When a short time ago, at the earnest request of the Sultan he was about to withdraw 
his resignation which he had sent to, I ventured to suggest to him that ho should make \w> 
conditions now that it was to his power to do so, and endeavour to put an end to the 
influences in the Palace of which he complained. Ili& Highness only replied that it was 
very difficult to make conditions with a Sovereign.” , 

I utn disposed to ascribe the present unsatisfactory condition of things mainly to the 
unfortunate direction that has been given to the policy of the Great l Owens with regard to 
Turkey. Formerly one of two foreign influences were predominant m tins country tiint 
0 r England and that of Russia, 1 may venture to Assert broadly that the one was an 
influence for good, the other for evil, as far as this country was concerned. Unhappily 
of late years the latter has prevailed, and the progress and improvement which were 
gradually hat surely taking place in the condition of hath the Mussulman ana Christian 
populations wore suddenly arrested* If England were to return to tier ancient policy 
with respect to the Turkish Empire—a policy which tended so gr#tly to the welfare of 
the ChrnttiaDa, whom some other Powers from motives of policy pretended to protect, but 
in wiuk-v, prosperity mid advancement they bad no real concern—I should liot despair of 
helm: able to remove from ihe Palace those whose evil counsels and bad influence over the 
SuUnn have caused, and are now causing, such terrible calamities to his subjects, lint 
under present eircumstoases my task is a most difficult om, lor it is iny duty to eye id 
doing anything which may encourage the Sultan or his people to look for help irom 
ltoctond, or which, on the other hand, might so far discourage them that m their despair 
they might throw themselves entirely Into lho arms of Russia, and make concessions to 
obtain peace which would be fatal to our interests* 

Ae the stale of things in Con&tantintqite is no doubt critical, and as any day might 
witness an explosion of public opinion dangerous not only to those who nra supposed to 
have the secret direction of public affairs, hut even to the Sultan himself, I have ventured 
to place before your Lordship unreservedly what I believe to be the present .situation ot 

affairs, 

l have, &e, 

(Signed) A. H* LAYARO, 
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No* 75. 

Mr* Layard to the Earl of Darby.—^(Received January lO.j 

(No. 30.) 

(Telegra phic^ G&irsfaniihojsjfei January 10, 1S7S* 

ANSWER from the Grand Duke Michael simply acknowledges receipt of Minister ot 
War's telegram, 


No. 76. 

Lord A. Laftws to the Earl of Derby.—-(Received January 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Pdt*rsbvrnh t January 10, 167S P 3*20 P.H, 

GRAND DUKE NICOLAS telegraphs from LpfCcna, 9lli January, that on that day 
General Rndetski took whole Turkish army at Shipkn after a violent brittle ; in all 41 bat¬ 
talions, 10 batteries, and t regiment of cavalry, under command of Vessel Pasha, sur¬ 
rendered. Prince Mireki occupies Kyzanltk, and Skobelctf Shipka village. 


No. 77* 

Sir A. Buchanan to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 10 *) 

(Telegraphic*) Vienna, January 10* 1878, 

COUNT AN DR ASSY having gone to shoot in Hungary, where he will remain till 
Saturday, I have communicated to Damn Calicc a memorandum ot" the substance of your 
Lordship's telegram of yesterday, to be forwarded to Ids Excellency, A telegram 
received from Count Zicliy represents Forte to bo alarmed, from the language of Prince 
Reuss, lest Rustchuh* and perhaps other fortresses* may be asked for as conditions of the 
armistice. The Turkish Embassy having been instructed ro intimate to Commander at 
Widdin that he is to suspend hostilities, has applied for good offices of Austrian Govern' 
ment to transmit the message, but there will he apparently some difficulty in doing so, 
even If Austrian Consul lias not already left fortress. 


No. 78, 

Consul Kirby Green to ike Bart of Derby,(Received January 11, 1878.) 

(No* 150. Political.) 

My Lord, Scutari, December 30* 1877. 

AS the correspondent of the 11 Times " in Montenegro telegraphed from Ragusa on 
the 9th instant that the leading Mussulman* in Scutari had held a meeting in which It 
had been decided that, unless the Forte speedily took measures to establish order and 
security, they should invoke the protection of one of Ihe Powers, an honour which the 
meeting finally accorded to Italy, 1 venture to furnish your Lordship with the following 
explanation a on this subject 

When it became apparent here that the Ottoman Government was unable to send 
sufficient reinforcements for the Turkish Generate to attempt to dislodge the Montenegrins 
from the positions they bad acquired to the district of Amivuri and on the western shores 
of Lake Scutari, the Mobutumedau Albanians of this town eoinincncod to fear seriously 
that Scutari might fall into the bunds of Montenegro, and they began to discuss among 
themselves how this could ho avoided. 

Three influential Scutttrinn Mohammedans shortly afterwards called upon M, Berio, 
the Italian Consul* and explained that they had come to obtain from him, on behalf of 
themselves aud their fellow-townsmen, an opinion as to the probable course of passing 
events. 

They asked whether he thought Frince Nicholas intended taking Scutari; whether 
the European Powers would tolerate such a proceeding; and what had best be done, ; o 
all these questions M. Berio replied that he was really unSbio to give an answer, from the 
fact that he bad no data to go upon. His visitors then expressed the belief that it would 

L 
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ha better for Scutari to fall into the hands of some European Government rather f. mn to 
become a part of Montenegro. They arid that Austria would probably bo held back from 
IflMng North Albania by Etassiaj that England would possibly, owmg to rehgtous reosona, 
S grateful to the Roman Catholic Albanians; and that, therefore, Italy would be the 

mflSt My U Mbm 1 me that he replied that \m Go , ve . r ™ e ,^ 

nor intention to acquire possessions on this side of the Adriatic, and that lnb victors ^ - 

him in the same perplexity as when they came to call on him. , . 

I am, however, of opinion that importance to this matter has brcn given by 
m Italian interests, m& in order to act upon Austrian fears, for there can little doubt 
that Austria has uiteror views upon North Albania, otherwise she would not proclaim on 
every occasion her right to protect ite Christian inhabitants, and keep m her pay the whole 
of the Albanian Roman Caiholia Clergy* 

I hflWj »c# 

(Signed) W. KIRBY GREEN* 


No. 79, 


Consul Kirby Green to the Earf of Derby .—(Received January 11, 1878*) 

M °Lord' P ° Uti5aL) Scutari, December 30, 1877. 

y at / SAID PASHA informed me yesterday that the majority of the inhabitants, 
whether Christians or Mahommedane, of the villages which have fallen into the hands o 
the Montenegrins* have taken service under Prince Nicholas. 

His Excellency assured me that, after the tight near Kater^ol, nine or ten M m* 
medun peasants of the district were found among the Montenegrin dead, 

■ i I have, &c* 

(Signed) W. KIRBY GREEN. 


No* 80 * 

Consul Kirby Green to the Earl (f Derby^(Received January 11, 1878.) 

Mvlitd P ° lifcaL) Swtcri. Dccember 30,1817.. 

y I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your I^ship’s information, the comes 
of two despatches addressed by me to Mr. Uyatd on the subject of Ibe desertion from the 
camp at Gorica of the Bashi-Raiouhe- 

(Signed) W. KIRBY GREEN. 


Todo&ure 2 in No* 8fh 
Consul Kirby Green to Mr. Layard, 

«* Scutari, Drcemier 29, 1&77. 

1Fj I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that the B&ahi-taoukti who still 
remamod with the Turkish troops at Goricn have abandoned their posts and have come to 
Scutari. alleging as an excuse that they are not able to withstand the inclemency ol the 
weather. Prudence has obliged the Pashas to desist from attempting to prevent by iorce 

tbc return of the BashURazouks to their homes. 

The villages on. the western bank of the River Boy ana and in iho neighbourhood o 

Dulciguo arc being pillaged and burnt by the Montenegrins* ^ 

(Signed) w‘ KIRBY GREEN. 
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Indosure 2 in No: 80* 

C&ft&u? Kirby Green to Mr. Layard. 

g[ fj Scutari, December 30, 1877, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 87 of yesterday, ! have the honour to inform 
your Excellency that on die 28th instant the Turkish troops at Goricfl made a movement 
'in advance towards Katcrkol. The day was most unpropitious, as a gale was blowing from 
the north; accompanied by continuous heavy rain and sleet. 

No enemy Slaving been observed at Katcrkol, and no shelter being available there for 
the troops, they wore inarched back to Goricu; but the whole of the Bashi-Buzouks, 
numbering about 1,500 men, instead of returning to their quarters, continued their march 
towards Scutari, declaring that they had bad enough of fighting against the inelernmciea of 
the weather instead of against an enemy. 

Their desertion having been telegraphed to this, a battalion ot Chasseurs was hurriedly 
marched with two guns to the head of the bridge on this side of the Boy ana* 

Next morning a parley ensued between the Pashas and the Rashi-Raznuk& on the 
other end of the bridge, which resulted in their being allowed to enter Scutari, on the 
distinct promite that, alter they had recruited their strength by a few days 1 rest* they would 
return to the Goriea camp* 

Ail Saib Pasha assured me that he never applied for the contingent of irregulars, 
which was collected bv the civil authorities, and that he considers its presence amongst his 
troops a weakness rather than a support. He will do nothing further to prevent the 
Bashi-Bnzouks all going back to theft homes. 

I believe that some of the authorities are interested in keeping up an irregular 
force, as a door is thus left open tor endless peculation in the matter of iis maintenance. 

I have, &&. 

(Signed) W, KIRBY GREEN* 


No. 81. 


Coasid! Blunt to the JEffri of Derby.—(Received January 11.) 

(No* i* Political.) 

My Lord, Adriampk, January 1, IS78, 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, herewith, for the information of your Lordship, a 
copy of a despatch, with a copy of its incInsure, which 1 have this day addressed to Her 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, relative to the continuance of executions and 
banishments of Bulgarians hy the authorities of this province. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) J. E. BLUNT* 


ludosure 1 in No. 81* 

Consul Blunt to Mr. Layard. 

gfr, Adrianople, January l, 1&7S* 

THIS morning I had the honour to telegraph to your Excellency as follows:— 

■* l am told that, in consequence of orders horn Porte within the Inst two weeks, (Iks 
following number of Bulgarian notable a have been arrested a tut sent to Coh&t&ntmopte:— 

* Eighteen from Slmrnia, four from Yumbol, one from Btntrg&s, end three from here. 

« They were not, so fur as 1 can learn, tried by court-martial nr hy the ordinary local 
conrtfl*" 

I have iho honour to incloec a list of the names of these persons. 

With reference to the three notables of Adriunople, namely, Petko Aglia, Groulo 
Agha, and Apostoi Agba, 1 should add that all three were members of the local courts. 
Pctko Agba was u member of the I date MedjUssi (Administrative Council), Grouio Agh% 
of tho LHvam-Temta(Supreme Court of Appeal of thy Vilayet), ami Apostoi Agha, of the 
Temiri-Hmikouk (Criminal Court). 

Although 1 am not certain whether the departed liotablea of Slimniu, Yiunhol, and 
Bourgoa were tried by tbe odurt-martml of Slimniu, having tailed as yet to obtain any 
positive information on this point m regards them, I am in a position to eay that they were 
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not tried in Adrianoplo* They were detained here only one evening and then despatched to 

I am further infermed, but cannot vouch for the statement, that a Bulgarian raw 
recently arreted, on whom were found compromising letters addressed by them to the 

Russian military authorities at Tirnova, . . , 

The arrest of the three notables of Adrianople has caused <[mte a sensation here. 
There appears to have been no charge against them, and it is now reported to me that 
alter undergoing examination at Constantinople, they have been liberated, though [> ace 

under police surveillance. , 

I learn that, since the departure from hero o\ Ahmet \cfyk 1 ll9 ha, many u gariaus 
who had been tried and condemned to death by the court-martial have been sent to 
different, towns of this province and executed, t have not yet been able to procure ait 
exact list of the persons so dealt with ; but 1 am told that, in tb* town of Mustafa Pasha 
nlone, twenty Bulgarians have been executed within the last three weeks, and that o arts 
have been sent, to, and executed at s Demotiba, levrd, anti other places- _ 

1 have reason Lo believe that Djeiml Pasha, the present Govcrnm-Gencral, » adverse 
to further executions of Bulgarians, and has made representations m this sense to the 
Porte, recommending, at the same time, the recall ol Colonel Kadri Bey, the 1 resident 
of the Court-Martial, who has, I am sorry to say, gained u reputation for uncompromising 

and undiscrimmating severity. i/ i n 

! have reason to believe that, ou the representations of Djertul lasna, Kami itoy 
actual lv received from the Seraakierate notice ot recall; but Suleiman Pash a, on a raving 
here, reappointed him, thereby approving and encouraging his Hue of action. Tins has 
given rise, I leant, lo some coolness between Djcmil and SultSJtnsm Pushas, to remove 
w hich one of the Sultan's Secretaries is expected to arrive here this evening from Con¬ 
stantinople. A 

1 need tiol point out to your Excellency that it is from every point c£ view desnablc 
that this prolracted scries of executions and deportations should cease, and be Mi owed 
by a policy of clemency and concUmtiom It is to he teamed that, if continuetl, thvy wul 
provoke the Bulgarian a, in such districts on this side of the Balkans as may lull into the 
hands ef the Russians, to commit cruelties, d possible, more atrocious than hate 
described in my last report. 

The feeling of some of the lending Turks here is strongly m favour of conciliatory 
measures, and they think that the sooner such a couriO is adopted the better it will be for 

Turks and Bulgarians alike, _, _ 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) J* E* BLUNT* 


In closure 2 in No, SI* 

Nutftts of BuUjtiTi&ns who have been deported from Yumbol, Baurtjais t Slhimia, and 

Adrhnopk. 

FROM Yam hoi: Hadji Ilk, Hadji Pauayotoglou Ghiorghi, Coslovski, Conerof: four 
in alb 

From Bourgas t Bracaloff. 

hVoin Slimnia: Roustcho Mircovitcli, Stephan San Yovanoglu, Ins son-in-law, 
Panayotftkl, Stctchko cglou Zaharia, Doctor Natcho, Hadji Mimologlou, Hadji Dimitri, 
Bovadji Hadji Petri, Boyadji Hadji Thudor, Scbogbu Yavimidio, Audimubi leonomoU; 
Andonaki Hamhant, Pftraskeya Runoff, Bnk.nl Hsidji Stephan, Sntinoglou Ncdettcho, 
Karamalakoglou Ghiorghi, Miko Dimitri, Pnuuyot MmcolT, Boyn-oglou Dunitrako: 

eighteen in al . , t 

From Adrianople : Petko Agbn, Grcuioglou Aghu, and Ajtostol Agha : three m all. 


No. 62 * 

Mr* Laprd to the End of Derby.— {Received January \ l.) 

j jjfi _ Constant in opl e, January A . 187 8, 

* ACCORDING to the lust reports that I have received from Sofia, the town had 
been almost entirely abandoned by the civil population. 1 he cruellies committed by tho 
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Russians and Bulgarians Inst year in the Tundja Valley, and other districts in Rousnelm 
have caused so great an alarm to the Mussulmans that' they fly in all directions on the 
approach of the invaders. Tho Christians, on the other band, fearing to fall the victims 
of the Circassians and Rushi-Bnzouks, endeavour to reach places where they may he under 
the protection of the lurkish authorities* The large number of fugitives who had taken 
refuge in Sofia have been compelled to renew their wanderings, without food or shelter, 
in this most inclement season. 

. A report, addressed to me by Mr, Master, who has been employed in the distribu¬ 
tion of Rajuncss Burdott-Contti u Compassionate Fund" (a copy of which I inclose), 
will give your Lordship some idea of the'misery to which these unfortunate creatures are 
exposed. Thousands of them will, no doubt, perish iu tho plains ot Rouinelia. now deep 
m snow. c 

Most of the houses and shops in Sofia have been dosed* Some pillaging lias already 
taken place, notwithstanding the presence of the Turkish authorities, tmd it is feared that 
the place will be flacked as soon as the regular. troops retire, on the approach of the 
Russians* which they will probably do, as the Etiwn cannot be defended against the force 
tliat is advancing against it. Solia contains very large supplies of provisions and 
munitions of war which cannot be removed. It was, i believe, the intention of the 
Turkish Commander to set lire to the town in order to destroy them; but this will act, 
I am assured, be done, in consequence of the large number of fiick and wounded in it 
amounting to about 8,000. 7 

Lady Strangford, who is at Sofia in charge of an hospital connected with the Red 
Crescent Association, informs me that she intends to remain there after it has been abandoned 
by the Turkish troops. I very much regret Iter determination but I trust she will not 
be exposed to any danger, and will receive proper protection and good treatment from 
the Russian military authorities, 

Tho destruction of a flourishing town of some &n,0Q0 inhabitants will he added to 
the benefits conferred by this war upon the Bulgarians, foe whom it is waged. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. H. LA YARD. 


In closure in No. 82* 

Mr, Mauler lo Mr, Layard, 

* 

® lfj I uahb . * Constantinople, January 3, 187S. 

I HA VI lie honour to report to your Excellency that I returned from Sofia on tile 
1st January. It bad been my intention to remain there during the winter, but 1 had 
suddenly to leave on account ol the approach of the Russian troops to within a few miles 
ol the town. 1 have been working at Sofia about a month, and 1. reckon that there wore 
about GO refugees, mostly lurks. These people were relieved by me every day, each 
person receiving a piut-cmd-n-haLf of good strong soup, and enough firewood to keep them 
warm 1 also gave them warm clothing in the shape of blankets, shoes, socks, flannd 
and calico. Most ol these people came from Plevna and Lawatz, and were in a moat 
miserable condition, some of them having hardly nny clothing to cover themselves with 
1 imiat mention that I also distributed clothing to’thtj Jewish refugees—about 450 of 
tliem; they also received money to buy food as, of course, thev would not come to the 

soup kitchen; the money was given lo the Rabbi, who saw that It was properly 
expended* t i j 

The soup kitchen was a great success and the cost very moderate—about a penny each 
person per day, I received a great deal of assistance from the Government; a Comm«- 
£Km appointed by them sat all day, ami ns booh as a family of refugees arrived into tho 
town they were taken, before the Coiumisa tuners, who inquired into their case, found out 
n " l ,wlltu]nrs containing them, the place they cattle front, the number of their ferity and 
Ilieir want* i the Commissioners then gave them n card, which they presented at the Bonn 
kitchen, mid they also came to the store, where they received their clothing. 

I run sorry that I nra utmbic at present to give'to vour Excellency a full list eontaiti- 
Bii nanvea of tho persona relieved and the villages they came from, aa 1 hail to leave 
immy panels behind, also tny baggage, mi account of my sadden departure, bui these I 
hope will all be forwarded on, us 1 Ml them in charge of M. Durand, a French tfutloinan 
wliu has worked W T Cil for the fund, iuk] has given me a great deal of assistance. 

Mv hosinta 1 and home were juat Oi>yjsed when I bad to leave ; the hospital contained 
[IteOj M 
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forty-five beds, find the ho me would hold about eighty people* t left u few poor s^ck 
women and children in the hospital* and they will be well taken care of by M* Durand. 

la the middle of the night of the 27th ultimo a report came into the town that be 
Bub si an troops, numbering some 20.000 men, were within a few miles of Sofia; a number 
of refugees were also said to be on their way. I at once set to work and prepared the 
home for their reception, lighting good Gres and providing food for the# upon their mrnvah 
knew that the nest morning there would bo a panic m the town, and that the inhabitants 
nnd refugees would nil be leaving, so I took measures to insure their nil havipg food and 
blankets before they started* I ordered 2,000 okea ot bread, this I distributed to the 
refugees as they were leaving; I also gave them the remaining blankets I had m handed 

to each family 1 gave a little money. , 

The scene at the konak on the morning of tho 2Sth was a most extraordinary - ai ul 
painful one. thousands of women and children imploring the authorities to give thorn carta 
Jo that they might leave the town, The Government placed at my disposal fifty carts 
and sledges : these were all that could be obtained at the time. I filled these carts and 
mt them on their way to Tatar-lWdjik i a few more carts were obtained Inter in the 
dav, and the remaining refugees bad to leave the best way they could- Ihe pome m the 
town was now at its height ; the Jews were all leaving, carrying their goods and chattels 
upon their backs, making their way it is said for Salomon. Tim poor women and children 
crowded round me, imploring for my assistance. V hat could i do beyond saying a tew 
words to try and cheer them, and giving them bread, bhmketa, and a little money; m 
rejrards the latter, I hud intended not giving money to any refugee, but if I have gone 
beyond my instructions, I hope your Excellency will forgive me, m I could not stand by 
mud see these poor people leave without anything* The Government had scut away all 
their official papers, and the different offices were empty ; the Governor of the town was 
also preparing to leave, and the shops were all shin and lei some cases broken open and 
footed, Tho cold was intense; the thermometer marked 17 degrees below zero the night 

bi^fOF© 

6 °Tam afraid ! hat some of the little children must have died upon the road from cok!; 
I did all I could for them, and if it had been possible I would have remained with them, 
but ICS I did not want to he captured by the Russians, I left, the town on the morning o 
the 29th, leaving all my baggage behind me* I am now ready to start .again, nnd would 
suggest to your Excellency that I should proceed to Totar-Baziirdjtk and there start 

a soup kitchen and home similar to the one at Sofia. 

1 l have, &e. 

(Signed) ROBERT MASTER. 


No* S3, 

Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby*—(Received January 13.) 

Sv°toTd ■ Conetantinophr January 4, 1878. 

‘ I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordahip a copy of a despatch which I have 
received from Mr. Consul Blunt upon the military situation in Roumeha and the depressed 
state of feeling existing among the authorities, 

(Signed) iaVCf A* H, LAYARD. 


lndosure In No. 83. 

Consul Bjjjjmf to Mr. Layard, 

^OonMeotmL) Adrian op Iff, January % 1878, 

DJEMIL PASHA told me this morning that a telegram was received yesterday 
evening from Sofia, vta Kusteadil nnd SaWcn, stating that the RuMo-S«man corps, 
which was reported to have taken up a position within four hours of Sofia, made a further 
advance (date not given), and attacked some works two hours nearer to that town, and 
situated in a position commanding tho road to Shurkloi (Phot), The Turkish tamp 
repulsed the attack ami pursued the enemy up to their positions, which, however, they did 
not succeed in taking, and had to retire within their lines* 

I found Djemil Pasha discouraged at the march of ev&ptfy and a feeling of despondency 
b manifest among the leading members of tho Administration* 
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Suleiman Pasha, with whom T had a conversation after my visit to the Yuli, also 
seems discouraged, and.tho remarks he made gave me the impression that he has no confi¬ 
dence in the present military situation. Me frankly fold me that 4 ‘ the best thing that 
could happen at this crisis was an armistice, 1 * and that, otherwise, he despaired of any 
military success* 

He observed that there are so many ways through which the Russians can come into 
the valley of the Maritaa and march upon Adrianople, that when they do so it will be 
difficult for him to resist with any chance of success with the present forces at hie disposal, 
scattered oe they are along a very extensive lino of defence. 

In the meantime, no troops have been sent to Adrianople; nor do I believe that its 
magazines are full, or that the authorities are taking any special measures fo provide 
supplies in sufficient quantities to enable nn army falling back upon Adrianople to make & 
protracted def ence, All this, l am apprehensive, will be follo wed by very serious con se¬ 
quences* The people (1 mean the Turks) are ready to make every possible sacrifice; and 
the troops, from all I bear, are not dispirited; but, owing to the absence of good general¬ 
ship and to the growing dejection of the provincial authorities, I tear there is no prospect 
of much resistance being offered to a Russian advance upon this place. 

As Suleiman Pasha, the Commander-in-chief, has established! Iue head-quarters here, 
and Adrian ople is becoming the centre of important military events, I would respectfully 
suggest 1 to his Excellency that one of Her Majesty's Military Attaches should be sent here 
to watch and report upon them to your Excellency. 

I have, &o* 

(Signed) J* E. BLUNT. 


No* 84, 

Server Pasha to Musma Pasha,—(Communicated to the Earl of Derby by Mwwrus Pasha, 

January 11.) 

(Tetegrapkique,) CoiutfaBiinopfe, le 9 Ja aider, 1878, 

JE vouu pric d*appeler l’&ttcntion tie Lord Derby sur lagravltd do notre situation ct sur 
rurgeuce ffumver sans aueun retard h la conclusion d T uu armistice pour lequel nous avom 
dcnuuwte par tdtugraphe aux deux Grande Dues de vouloir biett designer ii duicun tie hoc 
deux Commandants d'Europe et d’Asio les nems dea Commandants Russes charge do 
cctte ndgociation, Cette double d^pfichc eat par tie bier soir g et juatju'k cette heure aucune 
r&ponse ne iioua est par venue* Lord Derby comprendra sans aucun doute quo tout alter- 
nioieioont pmirratt aggraver la situation au point de menacer la capitate de T Empire cfc de 
rendre plus difficile les ntfgooiationa do paix. 


No, 85. 

Murn rus Pasha to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 11.) 

My Lord, ^ Ambassade Luyeriak Ottoman#, Loud res, le 10 Janvier } 1878. 

JE m'empresaa de tnmsiuettrc, ci-joiut, e\ votes Excellence, copie dtane nuuvoile 
ddpfiche tnJtegrrtpbiqUQ quo jo reacts k Liistant de sou Excellence Server Pacha; et jo 
serais trSs-reccnnaiEsaut h votre Excellence, si olio voulait bten mo mottre 6 mSfue de 
tetemuphicr k men Gouverucment sen opinion sur cette communication. 

Votre, &c, 

MUSUBUS. 


Inuloaure in No. 85. 


8eiw Pasha to Jfttffu-m Pasha, 


fF^ldgrnphique,) 

VOICl te tel&grammo raaponsif 
Nicolas:— 


CoMtanrinBpte, le 10 Janvier f 1878. 
quo nous venous dc reccvoii 1 du Grand Dun 


“ Le contemi do voire ddpdche a transmis 5 I'Empercut’. l^es n^gociations 
peuvent avoir Iteu qu'nvue mot directemcnt; si ne saurait toutefois utre question eu ee 
moment tParmistiee sans baitis du pais." 
























Veuiilez comrnunltpiQr inimddintemcnt celte deplMie St Lord Derby ct me tdldgmphicr 
sans retard 1’opinion de eta Scigneurie, 


No, 86, 


? S{r A. Buchanan to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 11.) 

(Telegraphic .j Renna* January II : 1878, 

AUSTRIAN Ambassador at Porte expresses opinion in % telegram received this 
morning that Adrianople cannot be defended, and that Russian army can easily advance to 
Constantinople. 


No, 87, 


Mt. Layard to the Earl of Derby .—(JfrcHved January ! I.) 

(No, 32.) 

(Telegraphic,) CMsfflnitiMpte, Jan wiry 12, 1S7S, 1T30 r.M. 

FOLLOWING Is from General Kembtil, dated Eaiburt yesterday:— 


M Armistice apparently fallen, through. Authorities lock for arrival of Russians here 
rather soon than late. There are only four indifferent battalions here and no artillery; 
without prospect of reinforcements or relief they can do no more Ikon watch roads. 
u Irregular cavalry at Kop and Masqat, but this cavalry worthless. 

“Timely preparations ought to be made for retreat from Bavburt; defence out oi the 
question.” 


No.. 88. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January II.) 

(No, 33.) 

(Telegraphic,) Cd^cniiftOpJe, January 11, 1378, 12 4 6 t + m. 

WAMD1 PASHA bus been appointed Grand Vizier, He is a man of no Influence 
and no great ability; consequent!y, as far us I can at present judge, scarcely lit for the 
position at this critical moment. Tim Ministers sleep nt the Palace, and are In constant 
attendance upon the Suita d, 

No further news as yet of the armistice. 


No. 89. 


Mr . Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 11.) 

(No. 36,f 

(Telegraphic,) Pera, January ll> 1878, 3'25 P.M. 

VICE-CONSUL RROPHY telegraphs following to-day:— 4 ‘ Orders received foriMussul¬ 
man population of Cairns of Burgas, Achiulo, and Missevriu, to leave for Constant] nuplc. 
Three frigates will be scut lo embark them. Authorities here have no force to prevent 
serious disturbances, which arc sure to occur, 11 


No. D0 t 

Mr, A ay flrd to the Earl of Derby,—{Received January 11.) 

(No, 37.) 

(TeiegTaphisi*) Peru, January 11 , 1878 , 5 I’.M. 

FOLLOWING Ministerial clumgcB:—Ahmed Vefyk Pasha, Minister of Public 
Instruction; Sultan's Secretary, Said Pasha, Minister of Iatcriat * Kiani Pasha* Minister 
of finance; Sadyh Patim, Director of Customs. 


IS 


No. 91. 

Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Revived January 1L) 

^Tflle^phib.) Pt ra ' JanttariJ 1 L l B76. 

FOLLOWING received from Consul Blunt, dated to-doy:-— 

n Five trains crowded with fugitives left Adrinooplc to-day for Constantiuopte, Ja 
arrival there ninny of the fugitives will be in need of immediate relief, as it Is snowing* and 
most of them arc in open trucks; two children died from cold at the station ^to-day. 
Situation worse, and I may have to leave this on Sunday, Shall go to Tchataldja. 


No. 92, 

Cbim^-Gettercf IFAtfc la the Burl of Derby,—(Received January II.) 

{Telegraphic.) ’ Btli/rnde, Jamuay 11, 187& 

NfSCIl lias been taken by the Servians last night with heavy loss, and CoushOttiu 
retaken by the Turks in the meantime. 


No, 93. 

Mr. St. John to the Earl of Derby.—{Received January 11.) 

(Telegraphic-) January 11, 187fe 

AN official tetegritn from CettigoS announce the fall of the citadel of Antivori and 
surrender at dticration of the garrison. 


No, 94, 

CbnSttl-CJflneriri Eldridye to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 12, 1878,) 

(No. 99. Political.) 

Mv Lord, Beyrouth December 21* 1877. 

WITH reference to Mr. Vico-Cona|l Jagok despatch No. 15 of the 17th instant, I 
liavc the honour to express as my opinion, bused on the information which reaches me 
from the districts of the vilayet, that the remarks of that gentleman apply generally to the 
whole of the province, as well as to the Consular district of Damascus, and I cannot but 
attribute this uu satisfactory state of a flairs in some degree to the continued absence of a 
Governor-General, as, under present circumstances, the. Commander-in-chief of the 
5th Corps ri'Armtfe musl be too much engrossed in military matters to attend properly to 
the civil administration of the vilayet, with which he is charged as Acting Governor* 

General. , ■ , M 

Tho insecurity of the country, m reported by Mr. Jago, Is universal, and arises from 
the causes enumerated by that gentleman, i do not suppose that the appointment of 1 a 
Vfjd&j however energetic', honest, and intelligent ho might he, would have the effect of 
entirely putting a stop to the present state of disorder and misrule, which, however, it 
would undoubtedly somewhat check. 

It. h certainly most- remarkable that, notwithstanding the crisis through which 
Turkey is passing, the urban and settled rural populations in Syria have continued to be 
bo well-behaved, as 1 have not heard of outbreaks of fanaticism in any pari of the 
country, and the disorders are confined to a general insecurity of the roads, and acta of 
brigandage perpetrated for the most part by those wfio have succeeded in escaping from 
the recruiting officers, and those who liavu been driven by sheer want to take to the high- 
wave, for which the effects of the war are chiefly responsible. 

However unsatisfactory the state of Syria in general may be considered, 1 beg lo assure 
vour Lordship Mini Mount Lebanon and the town aid ndphlmurhontlof Beyraul form exemp¬ 
tions to the rule, thanks to the enlightened Administration of their Excellencies tttmtem 
Pasha and Raif Effendl, their respective Mutaserifs. 

I have, &Cr 

(Signed) G. JACKSON LLDRIDGE. 















46 


No. 95. 

Ftcf-Comviil Jago to the Burl of Derby-—[Received January 12, iS78.) 


(No. 17, Political,) 

My LorJj Deem.bar 2b, 187/* 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the copy of my despatch of this days date 
to Her Majesty's Ambassador at the Porte, touching the proposed creation oi a Csvic 
Guard in this province. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) TfiGS* S, JAGO* 


In closure in No* 95* 

Fice-CbnsW Jago la* Mr. Lmjard, 

Damascus, December 2Gj 1877. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that, on lho 2QtU instant, a Vinitial 
Order frmn Constantinople, announcing the creation of a ** Garde Civicue," together with 
the regulation affecting it, were publicly read ut the Serail hy teftet Pasha, Muslin. 1 and 
Acting Governor-General, to the assembled notables rad ecclesiastical dignitaries of all rites 
summoned for that purpose* amidst a vast concourse of people winch rumour had gathered 
together* The reading was attended by the solemnity usually observed regarding Imperial 
Firmans. 

The promulgation and the great latitude conferred on the authorities by Hie vague 
character of the Regulation have caused much excitement among all classes, and have 
greatly increased the antagonism to the Government of the Moslem multitude* which, 
white openly accusing Ministers of having, by their misdeeds, brought the country to its 
present condition, asserts its determination to resist the execution of a Regulation the 
execution of winch, it maintains, gives the Government the right to draft off for foreign 
service almost every man in the country, and thus complete the destruction of the lives and 
fortunes of the people. 

The Christians and Jews* whose disinclination and inaptitude for military service are 
second to none, have gained hopes of ultimate exempt to u by this attitude of their Moslem 

brethren. . 

The Governor-General, who is very reticent as to when the Regulation is to take 
effect;, appears to lube into proper account the utter want oi means ut repression,, in 
ease of open defiance, at his command; and. indeed, so far as I can judge, seems to 
regret the manner of its promulgation., and the natural consequence which has here 

attended it* . . 

Beyond the reading, no steps have been taken m the matter, and all parties engeny 
draw, from the present political situation, hopes that the Regulation umy be dispensed with 
by the speedv dawn of peace in une shape or another. 

Meanwhile 1 consider the local authorities too prudent to provoke collision. 

I have, fire. 

(Signed) TEGS* S. JAGG. 


No, 96. 

Sir B. Wood to the Hart of Derby .—(ftoiW January 12.) 

‘Ify Lord, Tunis, January 3, 1878. 

I HAVE the honour to state? that the IVte hns telegraphed to tire Bey to ascertain 
whether the Tunisian Contingent was ready, to which l\h Highness has replied that 
the troops were waiting for the arrival of tire Enins ports to convey them to their 
destination. 

The. Regent has received the troops ; and I am informed that some volunteers have 
presented themselves and have received His Highness 1 permission to accompany thorn. 

1 have, fire, 

(Signed) RICHARD WOOD. 
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No, 97* 

Lord Odo Russell to the Bari of Derby—{Received January 12*) 

My Lord Berlin, January 10, IS7EL 

' THE Prussian correspondent, in the “ Time®” of the 7th instant, writing f|im Berlin, 
savs, that 4t notwithstanding the serious attitude aiiitoed by the British Cabinet, German 
public opinion disbelieves the earnestness of the intentions entertained by Lord Beaconsfield 
and his colleagues; 3 &c* This view of the present state of public opinion in Germany is 
perfectly correct. The fact is, that our " conditional neutrality ” lias been misunder¬ 
stood. 

Lt is assumed that because England has been neutral^ during the wm\ England will 
continue to be neutral during the redistribution of power ra Turkey, 

The people of Germany, ns your Lordship knows, do not share the sympathy of their 
Government for the success of Russia in the East, and they would welcome any check put 
upon Russian aggression by the neutral Powers as good news. 

Seeing* however, that Russia lias been allowed to have her own way m making war 
upon Turkey, public opinion cnncludos that neutrality is synonymous with inaction, 
and that Russia will be equally allowed to have her own way in making peace with 


Turkov* . , 

Under these circumstances, \ think it necessary to repeat over and over again, in 
Conversation with those who ask me. that Her Majesty's Government, animated by the 
desire to avoid a general European conflagration, have adopted, while the war lasts, a 
policy of conditional neutrality, which they will carry out impartially so long as Turkish 
interests aloue arc involved ; but should at. uny moment British interests imperilled by 
the operations of war or the prctetidtuis ul llie victor^ then llur Majesty s Government 
would be equally bound and determined to protect, defend, and secure those interests by 
all the means hi their power. 

The announcement that, thanks to tire successful mediation of Her Majesty s Govern¬ 
ment, an armistice is about to Ire negotiated between the belligerents, has given universal 
satisfaction, and I note that, it is the opinion of all those who know Russia well that her 
progress in Turkey can now only be checked by the firmness of England. 

I lift ftrr ► 

(Signed) ' QDO RUSSELL* 


No. 98, 

Server Pasha to Muslims Pasha,—{Communicated to the Earl of Derby by Musurus Pasha, 

January 12.) 

(1&dgrapbiqutt) Ctwtanftee/jiej, Is 51 Jflmrier, 1878* 

APREa la notification mi Grand Due Nicolas do notre acceptation de Parmistice r les 
batteries Russes ont tire environ cinqurmte coups de canon uur Roustehnuk. Quelques 
boiilete shut ^gslement tnmbes snr t'Jfopital Anglais surmonte du Croissant Rouge, Les 
n6tres n’ont pas riposte* 


No. 99. 


Mr. Bayard to the Earl of Derby,—(Received January 12.) 

(No* d 1.) 

(Telegraphic*) Constantinople^ January P* 1S78, 4"30 i?*m. 

FOLLOWING from Captain Fife,dated Adritmople, to-day 

11 Telegraphic comm uni eat ion still open with Tatar-Bazardjiki Yeni-Zaghra, and 
Yamboli. Weather probably delays lluHsiras." 



















Mr. Windham to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 13.) 

HVl ibir 1 ) JiAm, lit 1 &7S - 

1 I AM iirformed that about 250 men with arms loft ll» Kraus in «mThw vessels the 
doy before yesterday for Thessaly. The Turkish Legation, i am told, had warned the 

Go veimuent of the intended departure ot ibU buna. . . 

I. (Lin also told that arms are beltsg sent damleatmely to Crete, nod that bands of mm 
are also leaving for lb at island. 


No* 101. 

Mr. Imyard to iftff lEst* January 13.) 

fTdeemlliici^ Coiwtoni inep hr, J a kuu ry 13, lSTS, 11 - 30 a.m. 

^ CAPTAIN FfltE writes on 1 lth that there are only 5'jQOO troops m Ad nano pic, 
2,000 of which are regulars, and more titan 100 gi*s in Pjatijn- Stileitnan Pes!ia 
in, with 25,000 men, in Tatar Bnaardjik, and wishes now to fall back, but will f 

feared, out oft’. Shakir Pasha hw 35,000 men, but has to oppose fami. This 
gives mall about 60,000 men in Koumelto, Consul Blunt ts espcet^l^here to-night* 
Heavy snow has bean falling, and the suffering and distress- tun on- the dying Mussulman 
population are terrible. 


No, 102. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby*—(Received January 13 .) 

fNn 45 \ 

(TdegraphicO C&nstoittinppfff, Jawfory 13, 1378, 4 J-M. 

^ LAsT night Russians were at Satemheg, one fiour-imd-a-haU from Tatar-iW.&r- 
djik, which place has been burnt. The troops at Tatar-Bazardaik are retreating, but part 
are left at the station and are taking up a position to defend it. At - vM. on \Zth 
(yesterday) the Russians occupied Ttmirpan, between Phjjbppopohs and Adnauoplo, and it 
is probable that ere this they have cut the piMtt Hasskeui, a ^tahon on the hue. 11 tms 
is dene the force nt Tatar-Razai'djik and Fhihppopohs is cut on, and Adnanopte being 
undefended, there are no troops left to prevent the Russians from taking poBsessLon of the 
line* of Gallipoli. The railway service is now conducted as lur aa Tirnova. All bridges 
have been destroyed between Yeni-Zaghrii and Tirnova Hermuuh. 


No. 1U3. 

Lord A* Lcftu* to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 14 .) 

(No. 22. Confidential.) _ . r r lo _ c 

My Lord, St. Petersbtrnjh f January b } 18/8. 

^ I HAVE received information from an authentic source that the Imperial Govern¬ 
ment arc making consMcrSblfi military arm nine ols, which do not prognosticate uu early 

1 ^Au order has been given for 100 torpedo launches, os' steal, at, tho price of 40,000 

roubles (4,OUGI.) each. „ * , 

X contract for twentv4ra of these torpedo launches has been made with Mr. Hurd, 
of this city; and 1 am told that, in the critical state of the relations between England and 
Russia, ho preposea jmrehttsing the materials for their construction in hranee, Germany, 
or Belgium, instead of England, where it would cost him less. 

A very large order for can non lias been undertaken by Messrs, Knapp, to be delivered 

within sis months. , „ ,..* .. . . 

1 sm also informed (but I cannot guarantee tire- autlienuctty of the niton nation), that 

two fresh corps d + imnr£ are in course of formation here and at Moscow. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) AUGUSTUS LOFTUS, 
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No. 104. 

Sir A. Ruchamn to (he iSrtrf of Derby.—(Received January 14.) 

]Sy Lord, Fwnmr, January 10, 1878. 

COUNT ANDRASSY, accompanied by Baron Orczy,deft Vienna yesterday to join 
a shooting party in Hungary, at Count Caroly’s, liie Austrian Ambassador lo Germany, 
who passed through Vienna some days ago on a short Wave of absence from hie post. 

As Count Andmssy is not expected to return before Saturday, 1 made a short 
tnemorandmn containing the substance of your Lard ship’s telegram of yesterday on toe 
subject of the armistice now being negotiated between the Porte and Russia, which J read 
to Baron Cal I tee this morning, find left with him, at his request, in order that he might 
forward it to his Excellency. 

1 learnt from him that Count Zlchy had reported that orders had been given to the 
Turkish Commanding Officers to send delegates to the Russian head-quarters, and also 
that the Porte was seriously alarmed, from the language of Prince Keuss, lest Uu&tchuk, 
and possibly other fortresses, might be asked for by Russia ns conditions of the armistice. 

I said that I presumed, from opinions expressed to me by Count Andrassy as to the 
expediency of the fortresses remaining eventually in the bands of the Porto T that his 
Excellency would not approve of the Russians obtaining possession of and probably 
destroying them; and Baron Gallico answered that, as Count Zichy's telegram had 
arrived since his fixcelleneyV departure, he wtea not aware what he might think on the 
subject. 

The Turkish Embassy having been instructed to inform the Commanding Officer at 
Widdm that ho was to suspend hostilities, and being unable to communicate with him by 
telegraph, have applied to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for their good ofiicel in tlie 
matter, but they had already found it difficult to communicate with the Austro-Hungarian 
Consul at Widdin, and if be has availed himself of permission which has boon given to 
him to leave, it may he still more thfliauU to convey n message to the Governor of the 
fortress., 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 


No. ]05. 

Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby,—(Received January 14.) 

(No. 5L) 

(Telegraphic.) January 14, 1878, 2 - 30 

VICE-CONSUL imOPUY telegraphs following, dated Burgas, yesterday :— 

"Town of Aidoa burnt, by order of Turkish authorities, after being abandoned by 
inhabitants. Cara abut burnt in same manner. According to my information, Burgas will 
have ilic same fate. The population of Ltiis town implores protection. Please give instruct 
tiout by telegraph/" 


No* 106. 

Afr, Layani to the Earl of Derby ,—(ftecriVcd January 14.) 

(No, 53.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cottsteiumople, Jamuinj 14, 1878, 6’30 p.m. 

FOLLOWING telegram lias been received from General Kumball, dated Baiburt, 
12th instant:— 

■*The only soldier hero is the Civil Governor: troops, officers and men, utterly 
demoralized, Shameful panic last night. Danger is lhat troops will pillage bazaar and 
leave. No arrangement made for provisioning thtm on line of retreat. _ I cannot discover 
that enemy's cavalry in advancing beyond Kop: shall go to Eririisghian on enemy 
appearing here." 


[180] 
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The Earl of Derby to Lord A. Loftus. 

u Foreipra Officti January 14, 1878. 

My VIEW of the reports which have ttf*M Her Majesty's Government as to the 
negotiations for peace whids are about to be opened.between.the Russian Govermuent ^d 
(he Porte, and in order to avoid any possible misconception, I havei to: 

Excellency to elate to Prince GortoWnw that, m the opinion of Her 
tnent any Trent? concluded between the Government of Russia and the Forte affecting the 
Treaties of I8G6*imd 1871 must be an European Treaty, and would not be valid witi u 
the assent of the Powers who were parties to those Treaties. &c 

( Burned) DERBY. 


ff 


No. 108. 

Mr. Lwjard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 15.) 

2pj' \ Constantinople, January IS, L87S, 10 A.M. 

K VICE-CONSUL CALVERT telegraphs following from Philippopolis, dated yestev- 

^^En^cment took place at Bo^rdjik, and Turkish army is falling back onPbilippo- 
polia- Entrenchments have been thrown up, and batteries placed on the Ms of 
and in the plain. It i« intended lo make u Stand hero to coyer retr^t Ba^ariljik ib 
reported burnt. Three fires in Fbilippopohs to-day* Troops pillaged, but Mu^hir SjdVet 
PrLiia took strong measures, and succeeded in extinguishing fire and b^d pHmdcrors 
shot. Many of iiihabitamts remain hero for want of transport. This Vice-Consulitc is 

crowded with women and children." 

No. 109, 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby,—{Received January 15.) 

( Teb-niuhio ) Constant inople , J anuary 14,1878,11 A.M . 

W:GREEN telegraphs, under date of yesterday, that Prim* of Montenegro is said 

to be preparing attack against Puldgno* 


No, HO, 

Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby,—(Rtcemd January 15.) 

fTeferaihic) Con^wniwwrofej January 15,1878, 0T0 P.W* 

SlUND VIZIER tells me very confidentially ihai Suleiman Pasha, after severe 
fishtinir has succeeded in concentrating between 1*20 and 130 battalions at Phitippopola,. 
nmi that he hopes to be.able to reach Adriaimple with them, unless the enemy succeeds in 
cuttinK off his communication*, so that lie cannot force his way. One brigade is already 
on its way to Adri*nople, but it would take from ten to fifteen days to move whole force 
to that place and the Minister of War is by no meaiiB certain that the operation am be 
effected, considering the largo forces of Russians on hank and the demoralized condition 
n r thf. troops. Should they, however, succeed in reaching Admmople, ho thinks that the 
ulttccj can lie auccewfully delended* it is stated that Russians at foot ol the Balkans 
Lve Buffered very much, and are not in ft condition to move soon or rapidly, but no 
^rent confidence can bu placed in these reports. 


Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby. —(Received January 15,) 

{TdefiLpbiCw) Constantinople, January 15, I878,fi - 50P.M- 

FOLLOWING from Mr. Longworth, dated Vote, to-day 

» Armed Greeks crowing from Egripos into Zagom; m occup) J hc '^*¥5-- 
Bremiti. Greek force In Egripos about 4,000. Turkish force at Volo, 600 ; Lanssu, 3,000, 
Turkish man-of-war leaves for eastern shores of 7, agora, 


No. 112. 

Consul Kirby Green to the Earl of Derby—(Received January 1G.) 

fev. roUt ™ L) Scutari, January 2. 1878. 

1 WITH reference to my^toH No. 124 , Political, of the 22nd November I»t p 
bavo the honour to transmit herewith an extract from a letter I have recemd from 
M. Duty, ill which ho conveys to me a message from Prince Nicholas on .he subject if 
the interview 1 had solicited from Ills Highness. 

1 IlSSHV 1 Kt. 


(Signed) 


I have, &c 


W. KIRBY GREEN, 


Indosuro in No, 112. 

M, Ditby to Comal Kirby Green , 

fExtract,) Cettiyn^ December 25, 1377- 

Hls Highness the Prince has been here for five days mid returned to-day to camp. 
Ho bute me to tell you that be was sorry the requested interview could not be arranged, 
and t£t he hopes that you will not be either offend*! or _ discouraged. He will be glad, 
he says, to meet vou when yon want to see him if circumstances do not make it 
altogether impracticable- 1 sec he has no more idea than i have ol tho proposed end of 

your visit. to g£J 00 the 2nd inslant to the country of Antivari for a lew days. 

No. 113* 

Consiff Kirby Green to the Earl oj Derby.—(Received January 16.) 

(No. 2. Political) 0 >Q - ft 

My Lord, Smtari t January 2, 1878. 

\ HAVE the honour to report that, by an arrangement come to between the Austrian, 
Montenegrin, mtd Turkish Governments, two Austrian vessels-of-wai were allowed on the 
00th ultimo to fin:bark and convey to Buduu all the Roman Catholic Albanians, numbering 
obuut 300, who bud token refuge m the Austrian Vice-Consulate in Antivari when the 

Montenegrins coinmenced to besiege that town, f t 

I understand that an Italian man-of-war is cruising in Albanian waters for the 

protection of Italian interests in North Albania. 

1 I have &c. 

(Signed) ' W*. KIRBY GREEN, 


No. IH, 


Mr. Luyurd to the Earl of Derby ,—(Ktfc-eitffei January 16.) 

(No, 62,) 

(Telegraphic.) Canstorulwapie, January 16, 187B, 1120 a.m, 

NEWS received (his morning that after severe fighting yesterday Suleiman Pasha 
wag compelled to abandon Philippupuli, which he get on tiro. The Ruinous took possession 
of the town, and appear lo have cut off SuteiniaiPs retreat at Semenly and HoskiuL 
























n 

No* 115. 

Ccjisul-Gcntusl White to the Earl of Derby ,—(/tecmtftf January 16,) 

(Telegraphic.) Belgrade, January 16* 1&78* 

PRINCE MILAN made, yesterday, solemn entry into Nisch, taking reg«dar_ posses- 
ei<wi of lliat. place, and havmg been invited by deputation of Mahonnuedau, Jewish, and 
Christian Inhabitants. 

Battalions of Servian second closa militia will relieve garrisons occupying towns, so as 
to enable the entire Servian force to act iu occupying fresh Turkish territory. 


(No 

Sir, 


62.) 


No. 116. 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. Bayard. 


Foreign Office, Jamary 16, 1878. 

I HAVE received your Excellency's despatch No, 1 of the 1st instant, and I have 
to request you to express to Mr, Blunt my thanks and approval for the Giro and labour 
which he has bestowed on his report of the circumstances attending the Russian invasion 
of Rontnelia, 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) DERBY. 


No, 117* 

Acting Consul .Ffewmffn to the Earl of Derby,—(Received January 17,) 

(No, L Political.) 

My Lord, Itafl-iSt 1 rat, January 4, 1S j 8, 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that orders have hem received here 
from the Porto to forthwith effect-a further recruitment of the regular forces by an extra¬ 
ordinary conscription of one out of three of the Mussulman population liable to military 
service/ The necessary instructions have already been Issued to the various " casui," or 
districts, and the drawing will take place ns soon as possible. The number of recruits thus 
obtained m this vilayet will be probably about 3,000. 

The usual annual drawing of conscripts was only effected about live weeks agq* 
instead of in the early summer, and produced about 800 men, according to the established 
number of one for every 180 of the male Mussulman population, which this year was about 
one in twelve of those liable to military service. 

This extraordinary conscription will doubtless be effected without difficulty or 
disturbance j but at (be saute tune the Mohammedans of tide province am disgusted at 
Ihese continual calk on them, and desertion from the Bosnian forces, whether Nizam, 
Jkdif, or Miutaffife, bos arrived at such a pitch that the authorities do not know how to 
grapple with it, Scarcely a day passes that 1 do not myself see bands of deserters, varying 
from 10 to 20, and even 30 in number, brought in in cords to this tow n, whence they 
are sent off under escort to their several battalions. Whatever it may be in other parts of 
the Empire, the war is certainly not popular in this country, and the sentiments of the 
Mussulmans whenever they thick they can safely express them, are universally in favour 
of peace on almost any terms, 

[ have, kc, 

(Signed) EDWD, 8. FREEMAN 


No* 118* 

7 'he Burl of Derby to Mr, Bayard. 

(No. 64 *) 

<$1^ ' Foreign Ojice, January 17, 1878. 

1 APPROVE the steps taken by vour Excellency, as reported in your despatch 
No, 1530 of the 31st ultimo, with a view to put a. slop to the continued execution 


of Bulgarians, and to obtain the publication of the Sultan's Proclamation offering 
pardon, 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) DERBY. 


No, 119. 

Mr. La-yard to the Earl of Derby*—{Received January 16.) 

(No. 24.) 

My Lord, Vonntaidinoph, January 7* 1878. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a despatch from Consul Blunt inclosing a 
despatch from Vice-Consul Calvert. It gives me much satisfaction to find by Mr. Blunts 
Report that Djcinil Pasha, whoso appointment to be Cover nor- Genera! of the Province of 
Adri&nople I recently brought to the notice of your Lordship iu terms of condemnation, is 
acting honestly, firmly, and humanely* If lie continues to discharge his duty in the same 
manner, 1 shah hav e much pleasure in bringing his conduct to the favourable notice of the 
the Porte, and in giving him such support as may be in my power, 

I llrt Vi* ftf* 

(Signed) ' A,' 11* LAYARD, 


Incloaarc l in No* 119. 

Consul Blunt lo Mr, Layard. 

Sir, Htfmmqpft* January 5, 1878. 

THIS afternoon I bad the honour to address a telegram to your Excellency ns 
follows:—- 

“ The Turkish troops at lelady have retired upon Presoldin-Devbend. Suleiman 
Pasha leaves this evening for Tatar-Ba^aidjik, to take command of Bhnkir Pasha’s division* 
He nml other divisional Com man dvrs are placed under the direct orders of the Beraiikier. 

“The President of the Local Court-martial lias also been recalled," 

Lieutenant-General Safvet Pasha, who was for sonic time second in command at 
Adri&nople under Djemil Pusha, has been appointed to the command of the troops occu¬ 
pying the different positions between Fjwssndm mid Saumkov. 

I saw Suleiman Pasha shortly before hia Excellency left for Tatar Bazardjik by special 
train. I was told by him that the troops lately in garrison at Sofia have not yet reached 
Sam&kov, tmd that although, when at Bohn, lie had given orders that the huge number of 
Turkish wounded in the town should, if possible, be removed to Snmnkov, he feared that* 
owing to the want of means of transport, they have had to be left behind. 

His Excellency also told me that Servian patrols have readied Badbnir, it small town 
halfway between Kustendjil and Sofia, and that as the Russians and their allies advance 
they arm the Bulgarian population, 

* This, and tin* dread of a repetition of the cruelties perpetrated last, summer in the 
Balkan and other districts, have caused quite a panic among the Turkish population, who 
are flying before the invaders, and seeking refuge at Tatar*Bawdjik and Philippopolis. 

The movement is so general that the authorities are unable lo prevent It, Should tho 
Russians threaten those places the fugitives will doubtless continue their Hight, and the 
lar greater number of fugitives who will be thrown upon the place. 

This state of affairs should not be lost sight of in connection with the present military 
situation. Whilst the great agglomeration of fugitive women and children will lax the 
resources of the place, It may also embarrass the authorities in providing for the defence 
of Adrisnoplc* 

1 believe it is in a great measure owing to Djcinil Pasha’s representations Bias 
Suleiman Pasha law been relieved of the supreme command of the Ibices in Roumelk, a 
measure which, us far as I can learn, has given general satisfaction here; for Suleiman 
Pasha, as I have already had occasion to remark. Is not popular. 

Both In tills matter and in that, of the recall oft he President of the Cutu-L-martin I, Kudir 
Hey, Djetmi Pad l m lifts shown u force of character and a disregard of possible consequence# 
to himself which are rare among Turkish officials, and reflect. great credit on lihn. 

I may add that within the last few days Kndir Hey sent Djamil Paslm a list of fifteen 
Bulgarians condemned to death for political offences, with a request that he would ratify 
the sentences, 

[180] P 
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This his .EmM iioremptoiily refused to do, «d £ fe“S" tjgf * 

the effect that M lie disapproved of the sentence, and would officially g 

lbC iT^e'iust received u despatch from Mr. Acting Vice-Consul Oal«rt at PUUppopdfo, 

Guard, ns affecting the nou-Mahometlan population. ^ . &c 

(Signed) 1 ■ E. BLUNT. 


Indostire 2 in No. 119, 

Acting Consul Cdivert to Consul Blunt. 

PhilippflpoliS} January S f 1878. 

ir ’ ON mv return here this evenly 1 id# from a tolerably good source that a body of 
Russia™ reached Veni-Khan yesterday or the day before. Yeni-KLan is a village or the 
mid between Soffit and Ichlim&n* and about 16 miles from the former p uk ._ ^ 

0„ arriving at Yeni-Khaa it is stated they palled down the telegraph wires. 

ft is ft Etated, however, whether the Ruslans have rename,1 m poKteto ot Yam- 

"W*3SSStf3^ 

occupied Cli^ouvi ( Prasaadin-Dorbend), between Slntitaa mid Cartowa* and close to i | 

+ m oJh of the Trojan Bass, which is known to have been virtually undefended and 

Utlf01 The^state of the roads and Balkan passes, hewover, makes the truth ot this latter 
t | i rf-j ninu ritaiii routes are blocked with snow, winch has again been 
X Kly hcre continues felling steadily at this moment 

{midnight), and which would, it is nolural to suppose, prevent any army from crossing the 

“lit* of the severity of the weather, however, it is stated here that ft general advance 
of the K^tans ts hce" ordcre.1 to take place through the Shipka Peas and those of 

Tt0i tmnpr*c?i.?fo™cTilut severe fighting took place yesterday at the Shipka Pass, 

in th^appea^fc bft W believe that the Russians have actually 

weather, ^ ^ Tatar-Bazardylk to-n,arrow morning, as 1 hear that no less than 

£K troops have hci-n concentrated there quite latterly. As, moreover 
SipdHlio Military Vice-Command, nit here, is also going to Tatar-Cazardtlk 
tomorrow! ! may, perha^, learn from bun whether the military situation is really 10 

triliC n wiMdmS’ie^ttereslyoulo hear that the enrolment of Christos and Jews in 
this roZ to nfeSy IS good progress. Three battalions of 81)0 men each have 
‘ *i? ^ fn m-cd out uf tlie tiun-Mnesulman population, and they are now being 

actively drilled. The majority of the new recruits, ! am told, are Greeks, hut there arc 
also s' considerable number of Bulgarian!; end the Jews, Arme nians, aad Bulgarian 
Catholics have furnished contingents proportionate to thou ntunbera. 

Mhov voung limn of i lie leading Christian families have been enrolled 

It is optional for these recruits to become cavalry or foot soldiers; but if they choose 

the M toTregetol by the Christians h, the light of a 

•as® fesS sss *- 10 

ai “E“'£l find. L been daily attending their drill, and puts them in a good 

SStSSmi it favourably with the movements of some Mussulman 

recruits, whj were drown uj.cn Bnd wow hnn^s Of Z-toki. and 

three more UlUto. *gg£jSg toS“llhh opinion that tho troop. 

” * *•*» Cbrh#,tutors of 
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to ftrni&li tmy hospital accommodation, &c 

(Signed) T, R* Jr CALVRlU. 


No. 120 . 

Mr. Layard to the Earl (MD<*h^—{R&Wttd January IS;) 

(N r o. 26^ Sccrek) cfatatotinMoi Jumarrj 7 t 1878. 

7 SAID PAS Li A called upon we this morning with the foilowing message frtm the 

Sultan --'“Ills Majesty Hi#d toa.sk my fHsraomd optmon and advice, as a irl ™ : ^ , 

, , ' , \ || ,i 4i . t 11 jxi, Governn^ent would be able to obtain tlic 

wlmtW it was* liable Emperor of ltoh refusing to 

armisticeLkioV'irins through Her Majesty's Govemiucut p Turkey would be iefl 
tomldress herself to Ru&sia, and to agree to the best condition 0 tli.it sin: could ojtam, 
Lft,. m tbe event of those conditions bung snob os ho could not a^capt 

^tOtttVrnctUly giving up the greater part of his European jmjlonos mul con^queutJy 
if he were under the absolute necessity of refusing them. England would abandon Lurk y 
te hJ f to Could hc‘^pect .IU help from England under any circumstance ■ 

«SS££s anfSAt s:rx : r m 

tmefit friend of Turkey, and he w p as determined U> do .so sis long na he possibly 
Auhi" lint the time was now fast approa^ing tluit be must decide whether or not it w^is 
hi utv fer st X oftd, count ry, Jo almiidSi this policy- T\*\\~ were endcntly 
■ ■ t-itirp the most extraordinary exertions to occupy ihc whole of Romueha, and to ad^mee 
n Adrianonle before an mnjistice could be coitrtuded- Tliey apparently hoped to gain 

mm* wh{ch the ^ r 

t oIrt eSfr^^o .lie RutoL ^ut, owdug to the in^pudty und 
nbatinaev of Su hi in an Pasha, this force had been scattered m small bodies, ^luch ton Id 
bcSl fttS auil defeated, before they could he coneentreted for ho defonco of 
.\artim>nk k The enemy hud now occupied Sofia, and had already oiosscd Lffi. la bans u 
*b e (firettion of Kyzcuihk. He would have to bear an immense responsibility it he were 
eoSe he war. reiving upon the aid of England, and Russia were to end by dis- 
niemberiug bis Empire, He therefore appealed to me ns a friend tar advice as to how 

i, M ehnikirl not under siieh ciiLioal cirenmstuneea. . 

h i iL’Jd biiid Pauhft to toil life Majesty tot, with to most elirmist desire to serve 
»■ i frtilhnt 1 could not taki: upon myself the responsibility ol giving him even pet son a 
l vie! SiuSiVcoSk that be shguld pLuo, i should not be noting the part ol a true 
fvii lid if I WCLV to hold out hopes to him which might bo disappointed, und induce lum to 
“ XX which niirft end m diwter to himself and b» country. Her Majesty s 
LtoX-ncut Imd defined their policy to be tout of conditional neulra ity, from ■which they 
would not depart except when certnin specified mimesis oi England were di*tmetI 3 tim- 
cemed and I Ld no reason to believe that they had changed their opinion. 1 hey were 
nnw doine their best to help I’m key by endcmvoumig to open ihc way lor peucc, and, as 
His Miiksty knew, they Were in cotiunuido.ition with the Russian Goverucnettt with 11 
v ewto&nbtice li thev .bould fail in their endeavours to bring about an arm,, icc 
whiah would afford an opportunity for negotiations for peace, I could not bu> w hat, inrther 
sums they might think fit to l ike. The only advice that 1 could now give wa* that lIts 
Mu^tv ihouS wait for the answer that, Her Majesty Government would reecho from 
ituX and which would prolmhly be ot>mmunieatod to Muslims las bo to-day. should 
that answer be unfavourably and there remained no further hope tlmt the efloi to ot Her 
EtU Government in favour of peace would have a successful result, K* Majesty 
3 \bcn have to deft upon tie best mead* to pursue m the interest of his 

Empire. 












Said Poslm said that he would convey my answer to the Sultan. He told me that the 
party who wore in favour of a direct understanding with Russia were engaged in all manner 
of intrigues in the Palace and outside, to induce HEs Majesty to give up all fort h er 
coirtniuhications with England, and to send some one at once to the Russian headUquurtora 
to negotiate for an armistices and subsequently to address himself dime My to the Emperor 
of Russia for eontiitcons of peace, His Excellency added that this party was strongly 
supported by the German and Austrian Embassies, and that His Majesty* not being able to 
understand the policy of England, was at a loss what to do. During the last few days, 
things were going on very HI in Ttoumelio. Every one was now convinced of the incapacity 
of Suleiman Pasha, who was even changed with want of personal courage* The Sultan had 
withdrawn from him the chief commas I, and had ordered him to put himself, at once, at 
the head of the forces which were retreating before the Rushans from Sofia anti Kmmulk 
The supreme direction of military operations had, ut the same time, been given to Raouf 
Pasha, the Minister of War- Rut this was not a satisfactory state of things, and the Sultan 
was desirous of recalling Suk-imnn Pasha altogether* and of miming Mehemet All Pasha in 
hh place; hut as the latter had twice received a command, and had been twice deprived of 
it, His Majesty hesitated in taking a step which would have the appearance of indecision 
and vacillation. Moreover, there were persona nt ibe Palace who somht to niftko His 
Majesty believe that Suleiman Pasha was a dang 0 ™ 15 find unscrupulous man, who might 
take Ids revenge upon Mis Majesty himself if offence were given him. Your Lordship will 
probably remember that Sulci man Pasha was employed to secure possession of the person 
of Abdul Aziz,, when that Sultan was deprived of Ida throne. 

I reminded Said Pasha that ! bad never concealed from him, nor the Sultan, my 
opinion of Suleiman Pasha, to whom 1 attributed most of the disasters that had befallen 
the Turkish armies in Turkey Id Europe. It was truly deplorable, I said, that such a man 
should still lie continued in command. His incapacity was generally known; be was 
unpopular with and mistrusted by those who served under him, officers and men ; he bad 
quarrelled with all the other Co-njmandei's j the Minister of War himself had spoken to me 
of him as a 11 canaille/’ and nothing but misfortune could bo expected if he were 
continued in command, 

Said Pasha replied that ho had always shared my opinion of Suleiman Pasha, and he 
should repeat what I had said to the Sultan. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


No, 121. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Darby.*—{Received January IS.) 

(No. 27.) 

My laird, ConftantfnppJi', January 8, 1878. 

IN my tdfcam No, 7 of the . F jth instant., ! informed your Lordship that, it was the 
intention ol the Turkish Government to declare Batumi i, Sou da Bay, and a third port on 
the Albanian coast, free ports. The Albanian port in question is* I understand, Ain 
Serondru 

The Sultan has given his Imperial sanction to this measure, and it is intended, 1 
believe, to publish Ilia Majesty’& lftwl6 very shortly, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


No, 122. 

Mr. Lmjard to the End of Derby. ^{Received January IS.) 

My Lord. Caaifottlinoplfl, January 8, 1878. 

I HAVE the honour to hiclcfce copies of two despatches 1 have received from 
Mr. Consul Bluet, reporting ihe panic prevniUog ufc Tatar-JhiKnrdjik on the advance of the 
Russians,. Ibe death of the bligatid chief .Petbo, and an outrage committed by Circassians 
in the district of Kirk-Killssia, 


l haw, &c. 

(Signed) A* U. LA YARD. 
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Indosure 1 tu No, 122, 


Cfrwiit Bfuaf to Mr. La yard- 

(CoSfitotM.) ,^,^^5,1876. . 

I HAVE the honour to inclose the copy, in Turkish, of n telegraphic despatch ot 
yesterday's date, which Djemil Pasha, the Governor-General, reeved this afternoon from 
the Muiessarif of Philippopolls. 

I regret that I obtained this document nt ton late an hour to enable rac to accompany 

it with a translation of it& contents. ,, 

Hilmi Pasha reports tout the Turkish population of the villages m the f^aw, anti town 
of Tatar B&zardjik, panic-stricken at the ad vanes oi Urn Russians, are preparing to abandon 
their houses and quit the country; and he requests Djemil Pasha to furnish nun with 

instructions in the matter. T 

Djemil Pasha has, l believe, instructed Hilmi Pasha to allow of the removal ot ine 
inhabitants to Philippopolis, with the exception of the able-bodied men,-whose services inny 

be required bv the army. , , ^ . i „„ ,, , 

It is reported that Sofia has been occupied by the Russian forces, 1 he Mutes&snf, 
and all the members of the Civil Administration, have retired to Dubmtzn. 

Djemil Pasha, nt my reddest, telegraphed to Dubnitza to make inquiries after 
Lady Si rang ford arid other British subjects, who are believed to he at Sofia. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) J. E. BLENT. 


In closure 2 in No. 122. 


The Mutessarif of PhUippopoiut to Djemil Pasha. 

^ LE Catmacnm do Bnzardjik aynnt nppeld s\ In station tdUfgmphlque In Mouavin Bey, 
lui a fait savoii que lea habitants de Bnzardjik, & la suite de l'arriven, plods ct tetes mis, 
d f uite Ibule dc rdfttgi&q du cM 6 d’lhtim&n ct dlsladi, ot a cause de ^apprehension quo lour 
ville ne devieime le theatre de la guerre, out etc tsai-ds par la pamque, au point qu it n y a 
pas inoven do ricn fa ire ini, et quo mCine los gans-d’itnnea ne a’occupent quo de la mm en 
afiretd de tours families, to susdit Ctoirnacftm, voynnt cetto anxtotc d«a habitant*, et con* 
siddrant quo lea affaires sordent avrStttos ft cause de ceto, a demand^ to permission ae trnne- 
fdrer le& femmes et Its enfents si mi lieu do sftrete, Lft-dessus le Mtmnvin imsdjt rtpondit 
qu'il vaune nrmte liopdriak a Kmuarli, et qu’il y a henucoup _dtMroutes, soit a lalndi, 
soil k'cTantres end rods, et ejub quant h la direction quo portrait prendre les operntionE 
mUitiurc&j il iTy n que lea eotnnmndants de Parmde qui pen vent le savoir, et s il y it ueoesr 
site au transferl demands cc son! eux qui doivueraierit la permission. Ainsi, si un tel 
nVxIUte pne, l T nutoritd mtlituiI 1 *! tltanl ^ mcme de dormer toutes les garuntma dc surcte 
voulues, on devrait s'adresser, lyoutn le Mouavin, au comcnandaut Pacha a eet. cgurd. En 
attendant, com me on n’ayah pan iei aucune information sur ee que la district de Bmiartyik 
serait mi centre d’oporations niilitaires, il dcnianda,dc son cote, :iu Cm'maeara quelle eat la 
localito dont on dit nu’elle est <Lvenue le centre d'op^rations inihtaires. IA'dcasue, le 
GftTmacam rdpliquii qull aurait. ct-6 informc '[uo I'arm^e de Kumarli avuit transferee au 
village de Snitch, mnfecpi'U n'dtait paa sur de fexaet-itude de cette uouvclle, ct quo 
cob, la permission a 6t€ demundde au Commandant Suleiman Pacha, de la pan di.j habi¬ 
tants, pour Se transport des tMifautb, dcu invalids, ct dea femmes it un lieu de surete, ct cjue 
8Bn Excellcnee rdpondit qa’tls eftssent a s’tidreescr au chef-lieu iiu vilayet^ ^Lc Caimacam 
ajouto que les habitant^ alldguant qu’Us courrent le danger do subir la tnisfere et la ruinc 
(.niitinmo ct d'Lludi, insisteuf a dc in under la permission de transporLer leurs families, ot its 
promettent qu’eux-mdmcs qu'iU resteraient jusqu’il la dernifere estr^miie, L? Calmacam 
dit [iu ? u cause do cettc affaire tout est arrUtc, at qnc, si on aecide mix vaiux dcs bainlmits, 
on so snuvemit de la reeponeahihtd qui requite de cct dtat de clicks. Le Moil a v m 
rcpliiiun 4 ce secqud mcs&iige quo si on uecordait la demand# des habitants de Ikzardjik, te 
mouvement &e rdpandrait aux villages do Bmrdjik, 4 PbUippopuhj et uux olontuiirs, uu 
point a ne pouvoir poa furrStor, incttftnt ainsi rupprov m ionuumt des troupes tm grand 
danger; que comma, grlcu b Dtcu, il n’y a pas pour le moment heu n uua £& grande auxicta, 
qu'il tElclie d’apaiiMir jufl-ijn'i im certain point Cfltte aTixiit.il, et qu^il tciu *avoir h votte 
Excellence h contonu do cotlo oormpondfoice tcldgraphiquc en foisant part au Cuiinacam 
do In rdpousc qiHl reue»n4L 
[180] 
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Je pric par cew^queet votec Excellence de vouloir bien h nu plutGfe po&ible, me doaner 

des msfemctioits par rapport an point que j’ai l'koniieur de Ini aputflsltoc* 

(Signc) lfllLML 

Le 22 Dcctmbte 1ST 7. 


laclosure 3 in JSfo, 122. 

Otttiul B2 uh( to Afr* Lnyard, 

g- r AdnmopU, January 0, 187 S. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the notorious brigand chief Petko and one oi hie 
confederates have at last been disposed oF bv the Ottormm police, 

Redieb Chaoush, with fi picked body of men, tracked these two robbers to a sheep- 
fold near the village of Kmerli, in the district of Enos. As they would not surrender,, 
and made a desperate resistance, they wem shot* and their heads cut oil and taken to Enos 
for identification. This took place on the 21st ultimo. , 

I regret, however, having to report that lour days ago a body of six Circassian 
marauders, mounted and armed with Winchester rifles, attacked a large sheep fold m a wood 
situated in the district of Kirkkilli&h, and after shooting one shepherd and wounding lour 
others, carried off most of* the sheep and a large number of horses, Djemil lasha is 

taking the must energetic measures against die authors of this outrage, He has sent m 

pursuit n picked body of mounted police, with strict orders to capture these mm and to 

shoot them should they offer the least resistance, . , . 

Tie told me that he was determined to punish these Circassian marauders wuti 
the utmost severity, and has given the same assurance to rhe Greek Archbishop of 
Adriaoople. 

I have, &c. 

{Signed) J. E, BLUNT. 


Eo. 123, 


Mr. Bayard to the Bart of Dwbf.—{Rettmd January IS,) 

Sjy Lori CfciistaitfiTifl/?hfj Jamuirj 8, 1878. 

3 I RECEIVED this morning your Lordship's telegram, informing me that a telegraphic 
despatch from the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affaire had been communicated to your 
Lordship by Musurus Pasha, stating that the Forte was under the impression that the 
office of mediator between Turkey and Russia had been accepted by Her Majesty’s 


office oi' mediator between Turkey and Russia had been accepted by Her Majesty's 
Government, anti suggesting that Her Majesty's Government should settle with Russia 
the principal bases of an armistice, which the Porte had in principle accepted. Your 
Lordship farther informed me that you had answered the Turkish Ambassador that tins 
was impossible, as you felt sure that the Russian Government would not, reply favourably 
to such a proposal, and that you had pointed oui to Musurps Pasha that it was riot the 
fact, as alleged by the Porte, that "England had accepted the position of a mediator; she 
had simply offered to inquire whether the Emperor of Russia would entertain overtures of 
peace. Your Lordship had reminded the Turkish Ambassador, as you bad done on previous 
occasions, that at the outset Her Majesty's Government bad declared their intention of 
maintaining neutrality between the belligerents, except on certain conditions which Her 
Majesty's Government had defined as involving British interests. 

There is no doubt that the Sultan and his Ministers have boon under the impression, 
as I have already stated to your Lordship, that the appeal made by them to Her Majesty's 
Government for their mediation had been accepted, and that the communications which 
bad passed between your Lordship and Prittco Gortchnkovr, and which had led to the 
suggestion of an armistice on the part of the Russian Government, were the first steps 
towards mediation. They also understood that Iter Majesty's Government were disposed 
to ascertain from Russia, for transmission to the Porte, the conditions upon which she 
would consent to an armistice, 1 have taken ears to point out to the Grand Vivder and 
Server Pasha on more than one occasion that Her Majesty's Government had not under¬ 
taken to mediate, but that, on the contrary, they had reason to believe that Russia would 
not be willing to accept the mediation of England ; and I have dearly explained to them 
that all that your Lordship had done was to endeavour to ascertain, through Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at St. Pcleraburgh, whether the Emperor of Russia would entertain overtures 
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for peace. At the same time I did not think it advisable in the interests of IgMg 
was I authorized, to tell them that nothing was to 

Majesty’s Government. I expressed my personal opinion Hat itnugbt < ,P f S 

for negotiations for pence, which might have n favourable result. I taf*retere, 

dKLL the Porte from Wing a hasty resolution to abandon e«qgl» 
it& appeal to England, and from add reding itself in a moment of iteraur to Ka&sm> m 
order to como te u direct understanding with her without preference to tie o ^ 

In rtt^wer to the constant applications to inc for advice, 1 have counselled patience utin 

the detimte rosuit'of your Lordship eommurocations with the d 

be known. But I need scarcely say that 1 have never held out any Turkey 

of Russia overrunning Roumelia, and demanding ruinous and 

either for mi armistice or a peace, England would come to her help, or dej ‘ - y 

m* 

agreement with the Emperor of Russia, making the beat ter,® he ««g 
u, indifferent as to what those terms may be. wo should lose no ft ^ 

cn There no doubt that, whatever your Lordship or I may ray to the contrary, t . i 

U 'mTSSSi l£ * the part of the Turks t J England 

bfffttP- fihc is crushed bv her powerful nntl inexorable foe. If that delusion were oitirciy 
removed they would then, in nil probability, be compelled to submit ultunutely to any 
conditions which Russia might impose upon them. At an interview I had last night at 
“S %b Z Grand tifcr and Server Pasha the tanner with great 

vehemence and bitterness of (he position in which Turkey had been placed, os lw aUe 0 ed, 

Tv the desertion of England. Whilst lm was holding forth ini • jjjw* '»fP sf “,“j 
indi“nation a telegram was brought to him from the Governor olPhihppopoh, stating that 
theTutlm^ population, panic-struck at the approach of the IW 
t u e town and brought the Governor to afford them the menuH oi doing so. Suet . 
exclaimed his & "is the justice and humanity of England. She has abandoned 
her old and faithful ally, and leaves her eo he crushed by her and our nnplacalde enemy, 
few Bulgarians were killed, Yet she now ’“ d “^ 

Hlonuhter of tens of thousand* of lmman beings m&rtly because they are MuMuLmiuis. 
More than a million of honest and inoffensive Mahommedana have been dnven frrim tlicir 

the open country b the preset temhlc wither, of 
cold and ^arvuticu, whilst Russians, Bulgarians, Servians, and Montenegrins arc murtienng, 
S8j££ our territories j and England has neither a word of sympathy for 

X tdliratollTuTSuch being the case, why should we listen any more to 
her? Let us accept the best terms we enn get from Russia, and endeavour to make a 
fricud of her.” It is useless to reason with I# Highness when he gets into these hta of 
temper 1 and one cannot but pity him, as lie is an honest and humane man, worn by cares 
and anxiety and truly and deeply affected by the sufferings oi Ins tallow-country men. 

” ld gMl. lS off with hia telegram to the palace, and 1 »« left, alone w.th 
Bcrvet 1‘aahl who bos more control over his feelings rad Ins temper. His Excellency said 
tiial the delay in receiving a positive anawer front England as to the result of the overturns 
made by your Lordship at St. Petersburg)! was causing the most serious alarm, and might 
S tuLCi^ cmiLquences. The Russians were evidently making the greatest efforts 
to overrun ® much of SoutucHa ns possible, and even to advance upon Adnmioplc Infino 
a ausnension of hcsLiUtks could be agreed to- It TO even BUSpKtod that 1 now 

Gorlciiukow hod entered into communications with your .^^P^J^uS'aod'^ 
on .i ,, r j er to J tw ive the British Government. Such being the case, the Julian unit the 

Grand Vizier could scarcely resist much longer the pressure that was brought upou them 
to make u separate peace with Russia, and to abandon altogether tho alliance and Hend- 
rXZd. They would have to yield if even within a few hours they did not hear 
that through the good offices of Her Majesty's Government thero 

immediate armistice. For himself, Uis Excellcuoy said, bo . "’“TTnlem-™tlvrad 
abandon the policy, which be had hitherto pursued, oi acting in all things ™nh.i»\ and 

unresmed^r withJCng^ ^ ^ 611ra j. out Lordship will admit, is a most ffinmult, aiixious, 

and resodnisiblu one. 1 carmot hold out any encouragement to the Sultan or Ins Ministers 
to nSia m unequal struggle, which, if they receive no help from without, mar cud m 
0,1 destruction of the Empire: On the other hand, to advise ttami to wjn&a all other 
eourifiemtioiw teeludtaff their nucient ullmncti and ffuirtcbhip until l.Tif and, to u .t vuuy 
SS of the Empire, and to throw themselves “™ 8 

twfiuUl hr. to iucui’ fui' ercateJf raepomibillty thaft I am willing to bear. Lkc alternative 
may ro^liZme toX is England Placed to support Turkey, or to abandon her 

















influence nnd interests in the fit*, and to allow those of Russia to be substituted 

tb ,'uL endeavoured to obtain the most neourate ami trustworthy information that is 

e»™ furthcr mt The Sultan, the Minister of War, Mohamet All Pasha, and other high 
authorities mid parsons eotn(ietent to form an opinion from 
believe that, u«Ls an armistice he speedily concluded, no gj Hg 
taiice call be offered bv the Turkish forces to the progress of the ltussmot 
■Mchemet All Pasha, with whom i had a very 1 long conversation on the subject to-day, 
reroiwkcd that unless an armistice were »t once obtained tbegette was up ( J psrttmwt 
perdue He described the troops as greatly demoralis ed, ^ 

nelled to retreat, Most of the liew battalions in Roumeita were oomposed of ‘ 

f»,r g ul , an hesitato t0 come to a separate anderstauding with the 

Emueror of Russia as to the conditions of an armistice nod t^aisof pe#. the Russian 
__ J nUiAn r| s (| 0T t space of time obtain possession of Adniatiople* and there will then be 
S^gS’^g&SLdSr moP the Dardanelles and Constantinople If they are 
on« in poSou of the Straits and tWfe capital, can England •^•wOg-g^ 
Austria or upon her own resources, to turn them out agmn f Or f the Hufeuins ure 
ulthiiately under the necessity of abandoning thdr ennijuerts, would they do so without 
conditions which would he ftttsf to our mtraests re tin- L 1 . _ ,, 

tt£w t,be circumstances that 1 have thus ventured to place tranldy and unreservedly 
L f v r | t trust Lh&t your Lordship will permit mo to say that it appears to 

me of fteSSS»S*tt «* 1 ^onhfbe iurmshed will, full mstruehmis to 
the course tint Her Majesty's Government would wish me to pursue. To tell the Turks 
I It we would interfere si,ould Russia threaten Constantinople or the Dardanelles may be 
to clure” them to csrrv on the war. To tell them that ... no ease wdl we m erfere 
may be to drive them into accepting terms Iron, Russia which might prove total 

'"“Ttolegraphed to your Lordship Hie substance of ibis despatch this morning. 

(Signed) A. H, LA YARD. 

p q lanuans 9 — Since writing this despatch I have received your Lordship s telegram 
Ike Puttelb direct the Trnkfob Commander* to pul. themaehefl 
mlQ communication with the Russian head*quarters id Europe nod Asm in order to settle 
the terms of an nrmfetico. 1 understand that the Forte luid already receded a talcgiuih to 
lUtJ saillL i effect from Mourns Paaha, with great dirappm^mciLt, aud soma bttfarncit, of 
f ee w, It boks upon itentf us now altogether deserted by England, and left lace to face 
aluisc^ft'ilb Russia, It believes that it Inuj lost much valuable time by re tern ng to Her 
MulCfitv’s Government, and that if It had addressed itself fit oaa» to 
advance she bos made during the last few days in Rouindui, which will, gtvo her great 
advantages should the efforts to obtain an armistice fed, ami the w be renewed , might 
bZS £& \ betur tin* from u good source, but I have not yel seen any of the 

Minister* since I have communicated your Lordship a telegram to the oJtc, ^ ^ ^ 


No. 124. 

Mr, L^ard to the End of Der%.—(Jfoim'wi Jamur 9 13.) 

(N a, 31,1 January {}, 1878. 

' f r Jf\VE the honour to iudosu u summary* which Mr. Jocelyn 1ms been good 
eimtiEh to prepare for me, of lire debate* Hint have taken plow during the last few days 
Id the TurkishCliamWr of peputies on tho answer to the Sultan * sprauh, Rn ^ the 
mtenrelkitana which have been addressed to the Ministers. Your Lordship will* l am 
in ell tied to think* rend it with interest. It confirms the opinion that I have ventured to 
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express of the independence of the Turkish Parliament, and of the important part that 
it might play in the reform of the- administration, the improvement of the condition at 
all classes of the Sultanas subjects, and in the regeneration of this Empire, were it only 
allowed a fair chance, men it was first called together, it was denounced as a lured anti 
a sham by those who, it might have been supposed, would have encouraged any attempt, 
wore it even destined to be a failure, to introduce into Turkey tire germs of constitutional 
govern in cut, and would have held f>ut a helping hand to men who were st niggling tor 

the great principles of civil and religious liherty, _ . 

Your Lordship wilt he surprised to find that the Turkish Chamber, instead ol being 
composed* ns It \m been asserted, of servile tool* of the Government, contain* a. majority 
of independent and outspoken men* who have boldly criticized and condemned the 
Ministers* and have summoned them to explain their conduct, and to answer to the 
country for lire alleged mismanagement of the war, and for Hie disasters to which it has 

lwlp Til the first draft of the address, a pamgimp.h was introduced, censuring in direct 
terms the Ministers thetDEelves. On a motion that the terms of this censure should tie 
modified the proposal was carried by a majority of one. An amendment was then moved 
in favour nf a general expression of dissatisfaction at the Planner in which the war bad tree it 
carried nw, and was adopted by 51 votes against 35. This led to the Grand vizier and 
Mahmoud Dnnret Pashivtendering their resignations.. , m , . . 

On Saturday, thu 5th instant, the Ministers of War and Marine were summoned 
before the Chamber, and were submitted to u severe examination, and yesterday the whole 
of the Ministry had to present themselves at a second sitting of ihu House. In the 
meanwhile, the Grand Vizier had, at the request of ihc Sultan, withdrawn Ins resignation* 
and 1 understand that an arrangement 1ms been Come to with the Chamber, to withhold all 

direct censure of the Government; in the address, + ■ 

Amongst those who took part in the debates, your Lcvdshij> will find Mussulmans, 
Cluistiiiiis of various dpijoininations* and a Jew. 'Ihc boldest assailants ot tire Government 
were Emin JMfeudi* the Maliomedan Deputy for Smyrna, and Khslyl Ghaunt Llfcndg the 
Chvidiiau Deputy ior Ikyrput, recently I’rivate Seepetary r to the Grand Vmtcr, If any 
fault is to be foun^ with the proceedings of the Chamber, it maybe that it somewhat 
exceeded its privileges, the Government contending that m mi answer to tire .^pcLcSt horn 
the Til rone it had no right to insert a censure upon the Ministers. There was some 
danger at one moment that n collision might have been brought about between it anti the 
Government, which might have led to serious consequences. Had a man ol lire authority, 
influence* and firmness of Ahmed Vefyk Pasha been iU President tins would not have 
lifii)ticncc£- 

It is of lire utmost importance that the Turkish Deputies, whilst keeping a vigilant 
control over the conduct of Ministers, and resolutely exposing nnd resisting all abuses and 
miBgovemment* should be prudent and circunifipect in their conduct and language. I 
have done my best to impress this upon those Deputies who have asked my advice, Ihc 
experiment of a popular Assembly promises well, and it ILjSaiu does not succeed m putting 
an end to it, it would be h matter for deep regret if it were to fail through its own want of 
discretion, moderation, and judgment. 

! have omitted to observe that reports of the proceed mgs ot the t lumber were 
nuliliflhcd in the local nowapapcis, both U'urkieh and European. I have the bonour to 
inclose those Inserted in the * 4 Turquie,” which is, to a certain extent, a Government 
organ, That publicity should have been given re discussions in which tire conduct ol rfo- 
Ministers wag no sparingly condemned la another important tact* which encourages the 
belief that tbo proceedings of the I’uvkiijli Farliumcnt may not be without it* cflcct upon 
the [Ouiitn r mid the Government. 

I Siave, &c* 

(Signed) A. IT LAYARD* 


Inclosure I m No. 124. 

Suintiwtn} of Debate# in if n? Qiioftuin Pit? tin went t ft'om December 31. 187;, to 

January G, 1877. 

ON the 31st December Hmm\ Echini fiffcndi, who had boon elected President, was 
duly installed in tire Cliamber; after which ceremony Ifoufy Effcndi, Member for Aleppo, 
called the attention of the Hou^e to tire capture by Russian cruizcra oi the Ottoman 

[ieo] R 
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steamer “ Mcrsitin/ 1 as the result of gross incapacity ond of the faulty administration 
prevailing in the Naval Department* 

The only apparent return for the heavy national debt incurred by the country woa, ne 
&aid, the fleet, by which it was hoped that the blockade of the I hack Sea ports nnglifc at 

leapt have been maintained. , , , . . 

It now iifipcarcdj, however, that a Sew Russian cruisers had inflicted moie damage 

tine iTurkey than her whole fleet had open the enemy, 

The speaker enlarged upon the importance of the capture, and concluded by proposing 
that the Minister of Marine should be called upon for an explanation, a motion unani¬ 


mously approved by the Chamber. _ _ h l 

After a discussion relating to the military and political situation, at the dose of winch 
it was determined to summon the Minister of War to explain the apparently uncalled-for 
interference of the central authority with the military Commanders in the field, the Reply 
to lhe Speech from the Throne carac under consideration, . 

A lively debate took place upon the passage in the Address— * the Ministers nave 
not acted rightly, and have neglected their duty with regard to the military and politic,d 

situation." _ ** . . ♦ 

The opinion of the Chamber was divided, this expression of direct censure being 
questioned by the deputy for Aleppo who maintained that Ministers could not ua 
impeached until they had bad nn opportunity of cleEiring themselves before the House, and 

dually tho debate was adjourned, , , 

On the following day a short sitting took place, when the Chamber divided upon the 
question of the clause above named,, and 41 members appeared in luvoui of modifying it 
against 40, who wished to maintain it as it stood* 

On the 2nd January the House went into Commiltee upon the vote taken on the 
preceding duy r and after discussing several projects of amendments to the danse, the 
division resulted in favour of the opposition by 51 to 36 votes, i 

On the 3rd the details of the address were discussed, and one of the principal points 
raised referred to the admission of non-Mussulmans into the ranks ot the regular tinny, a 
measure warmly supported by several speakers* who appealed to the original I'lattr 
Hunmyouu as not having been carried out. The Chamber, however, did not endorse ttns 
view, and a proposal as to the urgency of an immediate admission was defeated by a large 
majority* in favour of a further discussion of the question at some future time* 

The Address contained a clause stating that the present abnormal state of the country 
bad prevented the proposed reforms from being executed, and promising faithfully to 
proceed with them at the close of the war. , * 

Khalil Ghmiecn, Deputy for Beirout p nnd late Private Secretary to the Grand V izier, 
delivered nu admirable speech against the system of delay and procrastination obtaining 
in this country. He attributed to it all the misfortunes*,past and present* which bad 
befallen the Empire, and urged that the reforms should be immediately proceeded with, 
ond not put off until the close of the war. The orator wib much cheered, and evidently 
carried tbo Chamber along with 'him* Tlio amendment having been adopted^ the remaining 
clauses of the Address were accepted without further discussion. 

Hadji Emit Effendi, deputy for Smyrna, then mounted the rostrum, and m a remark* 
able speech delivered a bitter Philippic against the maludministration of which the present 

Government had hcon guilty. , . . 

Be accused them of delay in preparing for war, and ol incapacity in conducting it. 
He declared tbs official number of the troops lo be utterly and wilfully perverted, and 
inveighed in no measured language again&t the Ministers ol War and Murine* whose 
bounden duty it was, be said* to appear forthwith before the Ifmiae and to explain their 

conduct* _ . , , ™, , 

While ihe impression produced by the orator was still fres3i in llie tdiambcr, a 
message woa delivered From tho Grand Vinter requesting it to sanction a credit of some 
millions of piastres for military purposes. This immediately raised a lively discussion on 
the enormous expenditure brought about by the war, and, finally* Jusonf Pasha, Minister 
of' Finance.', was nt noma pains to alky the excitement* and to have the demand referred to 
a committee as a matter tor urgent consideration* 

The mem her fur Salonica then expressed bis alarm at the recent § accedes of the 
Servians, and at their rapid advance upon Kokova, threatening the Mitrevitaa and Salomon 


ThU reanimated the discussion on the military situation; and the indefatigable 
member for ATdou spoke with his wonted ardour in favour of making the military com¬ 
mit riders* between whom rivalry and discord existed, responsible lor the reverses and 
disasters which they had caused. 
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The sit tine of the 5th January opened with a desultory discussion respecting tho 
imprisonment if certain monay-ohangers for fraudulent sales of paper '", 

however, was sum, cot short by the President in favour of the mam quest,on oUlw dm- 
the interpellation of **$ EITundi with reganl to the eaptam of tho WgW 

The speaker repeated his former arguments, testifying to the activity --.bp ay d T 
B.wtm siupfl of war in die Block Sea at the gjnmeneetncut of the single, ami sute 
of the aopridBetl blockade, which he declared bad hardly existed. , 

Hc kstcd that tlm Cnmraitiuler of the ■' Mcrtinu " 10 K Sluvotmm, and the second 
in authority a Russian, and tint, therefore, thro w» »«y ra»» to suspect trW<m » 
allowing her to ho captured. He called upon the Munster of Marine for on explaoa- 

*“”* Said Pasha replied that the ironclad fleet, not counting the Danube flotilla, consisted 
of twelve ships, a number so small as to render the effective protec iffli «» »hc TmUnh 
seaboard impossible. The Russians had captured tho “ Mersroft with two feat steamers, 

at some length Lhe various expeditions executed by Ihc flwt 
since the commencement of tho war, and justified those to Soukhouro ““ 

as outweighing in importance the necessity of mainteuuns a strict blockade. The troops, 
coals, ami war material had all been conveyed by Imperial vessels, and. thu as*,.m .c if 

foreign ships had not once been required ; sod any dam# whl0 , h t,ie «“!">’ 1 '» 

to inflict by sea was to be attributed to the unavoidable weakness of the line ot ships 

which were called 1111011 to defend so cxtcfifkcl o. senbositl. . , , 

The Minister resumed his seat amidst the silence of the Chamber, and was reminded 
bv the member for Aflin that he had not yet replied to tho questions put to him. 

5 Said Pasha then admitted that his short tenure of office had kept him in ignorance of 
the nationality of the Commander of the “ Messina hut the Minister of War here came 
to the rescue, and stated that, owing to the necessity of lurmshing rmvy coinmandera to 
other vessels of war, the tnuiBfprts and ships of the Mortina elnaS had beenpj«M 
under the command of foreign captains. He, however, deprecated all idea oi t*«oo m 
the cose, and said that, after all, the vessel was an old one, and no great, loss, and a, for 
the men captured, they should be considered as forming part of those lost to the country 

through tiie fortune* of wm\ t w c u.^ 

Jt bad been impossible to render the blockade effective with six vessels; but Sj&d 
Piishu maintained that the fleet had done its duty well* and had practically kept the 

suuremacv oi the Black Sen. , * 

Several member* then testified to tine Inefficiency of the naval arrangements, even of 
those uuilertnken for tha retreat from Soukhoum Kate; and as, upon various techmeal 
questions being addressed to Said Pasha with regard to tho transport of troops \m\ the 
mended* hh ExcJUcy w*s nuablo to afford the mforniation reqinj^d it was afi«cd to 
adopt a proposition made by Lhe President to supply bis Excellency with u written h&t of 
the (merles, and lo request him to reply to them on another occasion. 

The subicei then dropped. Vai 

The following account of what passed on the 8th in the Chamber k&s been supplied 

bv the member for Bcvfout i— ^ -a en t*- 

7’he sittinr of ttwhiv was ttf jrably quiet. All the Ministers, excepting Reimf L asha, 

but including tile SfiSkh-ul-IsIatn, were present. This attention on their part was very 
flattering to the Deputies, who had already decided among themselves not to speak on h s 
occaeioif of the past, mid any member who made any allusion Lo it was forthwith tailed lo 

■ Server Pasha in a few words spoke of the political situation, and Mahmoud 1 ash el 
answered, for the Minister of War. His explanations were not* however, considered mt\s~ 
factory by Ilia Chamber, whieb* nevertheless, appeared to some extent te comprebond the 
extreme grandly of the situation, and behaved with great forb^fttance, abstaining altogether 
from a division, and thus Eliding a vote hostile to Ministers. 

Signs sue not wanting of n uiorc concUiotery disposition on the part of the deputies, 
wlitch the Government appear to bo doing their best to reciprocate- 
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Inclosure 2 in No* 124, 
Extract * c La Turqitie" 


PAKLUMJtflT. 

g&RM fifu 31 D&rn&re* 

LUNDI In Chambre de& Dfputfe a tenn ime bunion sous la preference de Hasson 
Fehou EffendL 

Lu stance n'dtait fifes, publiqtie* . , , , .. . .> T „ 

iWan WMi E#ew*\ on praitont possession du feuteuil prfetdcntiei, a uancvav Leb 

D^putfe de ['avoir lionorl de lour confiffoce, et u dit qu'il coraptait sur leur concerns pour 

bieil renaplir la lourde ehiM de President r . , , 

Le proc^vorba! de la sfencc prtfrfdenle a etc lu et approuve. 

Na(ihi Effendi, Depute? d’Alcp, pnrle du paquebot " Mewing cnpiuri par deux 
eroiseureSusses. Cc malheur, difc.il. esi. le bit d’une imiuva.se direction dcs aflkires. 
iw dette dc 300.000,000), pad stir I'Empirc. l*e ecuI prohl i|..i soil results do eette 
dette pour In pave art In flout*. AuMilftt quo It* ltostBitfe om ranmemc nous avons 
dddoill afficiclkment on Cut do blocus In ports Russes, «t tootle mondo tot portd 4 
croirc fc-meincnt que gv.k-e 1 notre fidttc non a aunons tt& lea maitas de la Mev luiw. 
Malhcurv jstivcat. lea quelques bateaux Russes nous causcnt plus de penes quo toutc noire 
flottc n'en a fait subir a I'enncmi, 

Sor le bateau eupturd, a ajoutd Naafv F.ffenfti, sa trouvait la correspondence des corps 
d'aratee et par «* fait ftnnemi a pu nppmidre plus dSin sec ei d’Ftnt. Toot cola, a refute 
(MW cst arrive a cause d'wie nmuvaiae direction, car on ids jamais on la pafcaututt i e 
•wmnerles paniiebots-postc dc qudque euinw* et on nu point pns an wnsiddration la 
deniantie &b Habitants da Trftiwndo soKchsot quo quclquos navires cuinsscs enment 

con&tanuucnt dans ocs parages, . 

Naafv Effendi, en tamrinani, n demand! que lea coupnhies de edtc negligence &oient 
i unfeel Minis, et, a cet effet, il a proposd que \o Ministre de la Marine suit appeWa a 
Cbambrc pour demur lea explications pities sur cat incident- proposition do Nuuty 

EUciuVe eat accepts il PunnnimitiS das voix. t 

£ a *,ji Etfmdb Depute de Castamouni*a rapnin! le Cirque des mesuns pmmptcs 

sclent priraiffi m de partite ffe no soient phis rcnouvelite. 

Yffli ChcherU-ZadfAhmtd EftiM f DlSpUtd d^Wdin* parte k question ms lea bruits qui 
circuletiEi nu fiujet das mauvnises dispositions du Miniature dc iu I olica, u I egat'd de la 

Las paroled da fomteur provoquent un d^but long et aniincj at. la Charabru diru-ge la 
nrfeitkucc de v&ftfob cette question. 

Simetoiak* Effmdi t Depute do KenteU,nuniiu ^ ktribune ct prononce un long disaouw 

anr k situation politique et niikirc du pays. 

.V rtfl _ Efimdij Depute d’Alep, rfeunfiint lc dlscours de Simconaki bfTaudq ffttt 

ramnriuer uu'il pofte nor deux poiutkt Uqna rimmiKUoQ de 1 untorUfi centmle dtiuu ks 
nffaireB des coramtmderacnta d'wm^c ^tant cause de lu situation inntiandue du monicnl, le 
Miuihtflro doit arc invite & cn randre compte; 2, nu^taUt question de demarche* de ndgu- 
dadoiiH de pulx, le Minietdw doit dire mvftd h Exposer & In Otonbro Leu documents y 

TfllflU lT cat vmi u aiau^ Nnafy Effendi, qua Icls bruits ftyont trait h rimmixtion irrdgulkra 
de fautoriLfS centraiu dans les affairs niilWcB ut aux masuree ineompktes et ddftctueuses 
scmblent fitre Tondfe- Far consdquent, il c*t ndeessuiiv quo lee Mnustres competonte soiciit 
intcmeUfe. En m qui cbi dcs nidations tie paix f Naafv Effendi dit qu en admettant mime 
mie Iek nouvdle soil tiujsfe,. il pease tjue le moment neat ptin vtnu n d bt Chumbif doit 
demander Jo d^6t do m do&uraente. Par dOne^uent, il propose quo la acconde diemande 

wit pa» wise en ^ , 

Cet incident cloa^ lecture a dtE? donndc du pityct. de r6pou^c uu dtscoura du 

ll ^ C1 A km# au passage oil il cat dit quo 11 lei Ministry n'ont pas ad eonvenabloment 
ctde la uianitxu ii^otsenire cn d qui eonceme la situation militaii'e ot politique, uue troa- 

viva discussion s'fist ^lev^e. . . * 

Ycni Cheherli ZttfM Ahmed Effmdi, Depute d’Aidm, Mustala Bey, D^putS tieSa onraue. 
et Mustafa Bey, Depute dc Jmniicui, oni sontqnu le paps® ! ^autrea, pnmu k-squek bbmi 
Eflcndi, Ddputd do Smyrna demandaient b modification du passage. 
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AW?/ MmdL D^puid d'Akp, a timet quo dos erreura out M commits 
ftfkires mUitahcB, usds il est davle quo le rfegbment intfewur ne doune pas le droiU k 
ChLbre da farinuler line aecueatlon cjotr* le Mimrtireavnni <p « dernwr ™ donned® 
explications. Aptia In remise dc la rfponse nu d.seours du I tone, nous uvuus toujours 
temps, a ujoula Kanfy EfTe.idi, d'aceutor, duns I* Unite de In loi, loe «ta#« 

Acholi Effendi. Ddnult de ConBtentmople, Mtmouk Effendi, Depute d Alep, ct- .\nkacu 

EfFendi, Ddputd da feme, “ins' I" l’ ,u !' ilrl ,uem l J, ‘' 5 < 1e la r' ! ’ ucl,L '' 0D . t 

dc lone* discours In' proposition de Naafv Effendi, rums comma une grande partie tK. so 

Chnmbre m partagea^ p^ l’opinion de Kaafr Effendi, In discussion a dU remise 4 la stance 

sui v ante. 


Sdanct' du 1 Javider, 

U Prfeident B&m Fehioi Elfcndi s^tant rendu hicr au EkEai& Wrtf poor 
remerder le S vhm de m nomination e\ la Prfeide#*, fit ann^ttcar si Sa Mujcald a 
conBlitution du Bmmn, h Chambte n'n pu 9 e rfknir en sfencc tpik 0 licurcs et deraie t La 

Turqu& ^ domi lectnr<J Grand Ytim amion^ant ?i la Ch ombre qje U 

Sublime Porte adfebn^ Hamid ISflendE, Bedtros Effendi, Yanko Lffendi bkiad^, e. Lkrem 
Hev membrea du Coneeil d’Euit, pour repr^nter la Sublime Porto dans la discussion des 
projets de loi qui ueront prdsentfea la Cbfflmbre dans la ec^ion presente. 

* q a Ckambrc a pvis acfce do cette couununioatiou et passe a l t>nIre du jour qui ports k 

discussion aur le projel de rduonse an discojbra du Trdne, 

Aprfe dc Icnraa debate il a 6i6 dicidd a b majority dcs voix qu on aura remurs au vote 
secret L cc qui oopceme lc mainticn pu b modification du passage demt il cst question 
dans le oompte^rcudu do b arouse du 31 l)i?eetnbre. 


Serin ce du 2 Janmer- 
Prfeidencc de Hasban 17bumi ErFSttni» 

Ainai cue nous Favons dit dans noire corapte-rendu d'hicr, lu .stance do la vcillc % est 
terming par un vote rektif mi mamtien du |i 0 BSfl§e da Ikdraase qu, coiiccnie les 
MinistreH, l^c vote a on lieu ncuninalemeut l/opjpoflition a cu tine niajoritd d ucc voix, 

^ C La sdance d’hier a cammODc4 par une explication fonrnic par Khalit Eflfondi Ghaneirij 
D%utfi do Beyrouth, mi des 41 volants, ms uno objection qu'd avail feite b veille con- 

cernaiit b nortde du vote qtfil avail dorm^. . , 

Kludil Effendi Ghanem voulait Bimplomenl que qudques modtfications iuBsent 

apporttSe* & la redaction do cc passage. , .,, . 

n La majority de b Chambra, dispose <bjfi ^ kirc celtc concceaion, tt d&id6 aprfe 
lYnoucktioji lies noms des 41 vPtauts, tic fit rendre dans les bureaux pour soccuper dos 
dbangcnieuta qu’H v avail lieu dkpjiPrtcr uux tem.es du passap jjrfeitd. t 

-Une btiii apffis, U Chambrc so rdumswit de nouveau, plusieura projete de redaction 
avwent fails ot fa rent lus ancccssivcmcnt, Deux ou troifi d& ces pmjots ukient plus 
ou mains modfefe; lea autvcn Merit beaucoup plus acccntufe. Apr6s de longues dta- 
cussiopB* ftUKqucilcs a pria part son Excellence SadBq Ikeba, qui dans eette crmou&tancoda 
tt tenu un laugnue tr^s concil.asit, il tut ptocfid6 nu vote do deux projet*, l un appurtenant 
m parti modeSet Ikutre ^i I’opposition: 3(i fldput^B mil vetd punr k premwr, ct 51 pour 

k second. 

Aprfe ce vote b s^auce a <?td kvde, 


StfunCe tin 3 Janvier. 

Lit sdance cst ouverte a 6 licureB et dcinie. , n . .. , 

Sur les bancs des Minktres on remarque Djevdel Facha t Kenial l ucha, Namyk 
Psicba, ct Maoatapbn Effondi, Ministre des Archives du 1‘Etat. tribunes du pnbko ct 
do la pi'cese snut plcdncs. 

}ja nrocfe’Verbal dc la stance p^dame tat lu et adopt®, , , 

Le Secrtftfliie Moustaphu Iby comment h lecturu des passages suirauts dc 1 Atlresso 

en rdponsc hu dkcoura du Trflae. 

fl8U] * 
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l/i passage relatlf Si Ea formation de I a Garde Civique rI A I admission das non- 
Muss ulna ans dang les rang? des autres classes de I'arrfUiki niin dafflvor A la r$a lisa tie n de 
r^gaiitA compile de urns les eujets, soulfeve une dissuasion ns^eij ‘?im 

Yfaicheherli-Zade Ahmed Efmidi, rdpli quant fc un deputl qui a exprimd d^ dautes 
am- les moyetis proposes pour atbrindre rdgalit£ de toutea les classes, a insrstd pom 1 la 
necessity de la g&idraliEation du service milituire* Afin que lea tion-Musubriaus, a-t-il dit* 
mui [es mOmes droits,11 esfc natural quite <tat les memo? devoirs et k moment est 
propiee pour quite y sokut convhte* Lea Haeritkes que les non-Miiisulniftna sc sent 
im]K>s^s dans cette guerre ho consiatent qu'eu des lao^s et ties $eemiFs d'argent, et encore 
ee$ seeuurs sont-ite inslgnilimits- II on oppdbau tetnoignage de Natnyk Pacha, President 
de la Couitnission des Secours, ct dit quo k Vilayet d’Aidin, en fnit de subsides on argent, 
a cootribib a peine pour 500,01H) piastres. 

Ntihnnh Bffewli, Ddputd de Sy m, support que Ydnichel^li Zade a dit que 
tons les subsides do ones pur Eos non-MusuI mans sbSlAvcnt a 500,000 piaatrea, veut rdpHqnnr 
efc r^tablir la vdriM, mate il renonce & la suite des explications dounces par b Dtfputg de 
Smyrtie. 

Aghab Etfendu .Depute do Constantinople, prend k parole. IE commence par dire 
que I "admission des non-Musa l mans dans les rungs do Varnide a ileohhte depute le Haiti* 
lloumavoun de l Sufi. Pour des raisons qu + il ne vent pas examiner, cctio decision n’a pas 
M alores mise h execution. II regratto quo k generalisation du service miliiaiife n'uit pas 
re^o nu molns un ctunmcnccmeut d "extent ion le lendenmin du jour de la promulgation de 
In Cbarte. Foss&nt enEuite il un autre ordre d’iddes, Agliob Efifendi cite divers articles, de 
In lot eur le service luilitaire ct propose quo It-? Gardes Civiques Asaakiri Mslkid soieat 
appolfe Muatahfis. 

Flusieura Deputes demandent la parole pour rdpliqner a Aghob EEfcndi. 

Le ifeidentdit que les omtcnis qui viennent de purler sortent du sujet. 11 nc s'aglt 
pas aujourd'hui de dlscutei ]c fond de la question, mais bkn le passage de Fadrease futeunt 
mention du service inilUairc. II y a dous projeti. Le premier indique l urgencc du d£p6t 
de? projets de loi ay ant trait h cotte question. Dam le second il n’est pm question 
dkrgence. 11 skgit maiotcn&at de voter l f un des doux prqjets. 

Hodja Moutiapka Efhsuli da Kazan ,—II rappcllo quo 1 anode pnssde k Cbambre a 6{6 
unaulnie \ paikr des sacrificed do tontes ?nrtes quo h nation etait prfitc h faire pour^ in 
ddfense de t>es droits. Adjourddiui il trouve etrflOgo, lorequ'iE eat question du gei-vice 
milltaire, de voir de? Depute'? diecuter aur J-urgenec on 1'ajournemont* CortamemGiJt, 
a-t-il dit, qu’il y a urgcucc ct jo vote pour le passage in diquant ce la. 

Flusienm Deputes pcirlcnt pour et contra. Naud Efiendi, TMputd d'Alep, fait 
romarc|ucr, que In gdndmlisutiou du service uiilitairs elaut un dca droits prloieux accordes 
H hi nation, fa Cbamlu'c, reprtfsentant In nation, u le devoir de ruveudiquer, si e'eat iifocs* 
&aire, ce droit. II propose Ic mfunticu du mot urgonce duns l'udre?se. 

Lu? deux projete soul mis nux vois. Le premier indiqunui: rurgenoe n'obtieut pus La 
majeuitd. Lo second est vot^ 4 une grande majority Cc passage dit A peu prAs quo La 
Chambre et la nation reeonnmgs&ntes attendeut les projets dc bi y ralnrifs pour proc^der h 
hi discussion dc la question. 

Nahach Eflcmti, niqmid do Syrie, deeirerait qu’il ne soil pas fait mention de In 
Tceonuaisaance de hi nation, attendu que lea Ijf$putl& ne pcuvenl pas comiflttre ks vraia 
sentiments dc la nonuUition A w sujet. 

Ymi-mekcrti-ZdM i-qdsquo. La Chambrc r6pr^eJdte !u nation, et en ccttc quality 
die doit parlor ay m>m du la nation, lAssentinient aur to us les bancs.) 

\a proposition de iN akaoh iSlkndi cat rejctec, 

Le Secretaire lit le ptissage rolatif aux r^formes dont la mise A execution a 
cntruvde par les cii run stances aclucllcs. On y proL^dcni sans rehkhe misaitdl que la 
gueiTc oessem. 

Khalil Etftmli Olnuiem, Ddputd de Beyrouth, proud la parole. It lit un discours 
adininibkment conpu 1! ctiibEit que tcutes ks inturventbuH, toutns lea iugiheaces dcs 
6trati.gcrs, la lo^ftiumu du [’Europe, n’ont kutrs motifs que ikns tes ajourncajeuls, dans lea 
retards upportds d l',-\oculion'des reformed toujour? pvojctdca et jamais r^lkdes. H 
voudrait qua Ton nkttcode pm la tin de la guerre pour commoncer fapplication de» 
rdforiut-s. IjCS soiled •!•• bddfipscdu paw nu doivetii pa? absorber toutc )’attention du 
Gouvcrncmeut, Notac pays, a-t-il ajoutv, souffitr dbn oaal <|ue Foil paul, nppelei lo mal 
des ajonmemunt? ct dc§ retardfl. II feut Ikn d^burrrwsar. (Bravos et applaud in so tnents 

sur plusieurs bancs,) t , 

Uel ccmt ruqn'Ojd i rdigB dan? cc sens csi pa^seiitd et ad mis k la presquo unmmmte par 

la Ch&Pibre, . 

Los autres pa^ngw du Vtulrcuec so tit. accepts sans objection. 
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Lji discussion du projet dAidreBse eat terminus et 1c Pi^sidentj avec rnssentiment do la 
Chauobro, ordonne sb aniae mi net 

Khalil Efrnidi Ghunm propose denvoyer une duputatiem h b famille de Gha^i Osman 
Pacha ou nn t^l%rainiiie h sou Excellence, reconnuissanl, au nom do k representation 
natioimlc! le» services dmineats q^e Qhm Osman P^hao rctidqs au paw. 

La proposition csfc bien aocueillie par la Chmnbrc, muia le Hodja Mouatttpba Effendi 
dc TCoian pause ipis la cunduite dOaman Pacha ay ant touto sublime, la Chumbre pent 
sans inconvdnknt ne pas faire wm ddmonatmtion, ifemiuoins il a etc ddtidd qu r uo 
telegramtue sera adressd A. LherdVque dtSfenscur de Plevna. 

Hadji Emin Etfendi, Depute de Soiyinc, demande la parole pour soumeltre A la 
Chambrfr quelques Aaorration^, main tenant que le projet dkdr.esse est vole, 11 monte h 
In tribune et lit avec cbaleur un long disco u re qui c$t un vral rdipirsiteirc cent re Uidminis- 
tration. II passe en revue ks divcrseii phases de la situation avant et apres k declaration 
do la guerre, indiquo on passant pi uAieurs faulcEs coinniiscsj dupcint bi &ituation soils des 
couleurs sombree, et fnrmule uuc interpe!lotion ml Mimstirc, luquelle contient plusieure 
points et peat £tre r^sutneo ainsi: — 

1. Dans Ic budget void Vsnofe passes, la Chambra a aecordu 16,000^000 dc hvres 
peur l'eutretien de GOO/JOO soldats. Le discours du trAnc avuit dit aussi que \ empire 
avail sons les armed 000,000 houimefl. Conirnent se fuitdl qu f au coniinencemeht de ta 
guerre nous nWions A opposcr k Feiincmi que 170 bataillons sur b Danube ct 140 
batailbns A Baton:" et en Anatolic? 

Le diitFre de 600,000 honmies dtait-il illosoire ? 

2, Pomquoi b Gnu ver tie incut u-t-U attcadu k dernier moment _ pour organiser h 
defense du pays f pendant que bt Hus?ic sc prdpurait ct que k guerre dtait iibvitable t 1 

3 + Faurquoi avoir Igcidtf I'espddition tie Soukouin Kale sans lo conaentsment de la 

Chanibre? , 

4, Pdmquoi lorsquc le Serdnr EEtrein AE>dul KSrim Pacha dtait genCralissime tics 
aTrnfes do [toutntlje^ avoir ered un commandement special cl rival A Chipkai? Pourtjuoi 
dc Constantinople sc m&laition mix alTaircs tin coeatnandement r 

5, Pourquoi ne pas avoir envoy I A temps des ran forte et des secours A Plevna H A 
Moukhtar Pacha, 

6. Pourquoi rintciidaticc uiililairc n’a-t-eLIe pas k temps pease aux, appro vision ne- 
mentE des aimdes et a-t-cUu ntteudu lknivde dc Vhiver pour songcr aux b&billeincrjls des 
soldats ? 

7, Ponrquoi no pas avoir employ^ tea navircs cuirassds mi service des transports, 
service qui $e I ait aujourd'hui gnctire si lncoinpktcnient par les bateaux a vapeur du 
TersanC!, et cela lorHtjLie on n’a pu fains un meilkur u&ige do la (lotU:? 

8. Que kisrtdt la Hutto lorsque Ees Russes oanturaient le paquebotMcrsine M ? 

9. Pourquoi no pits juger et puitir Sabri fkena pour avoir, au commentement de lit 
gtietre, livr^ aux Rnssus hi brtere&se d Arduhan ivvec 91 canons ct taut dc munitions 1 
It ri)6ritait unc punitiuu exempbiirc et cello putiition aurait etc salutsura. 

Hadji Emin EfFcndi a term be lYmu miration des griefs ou proposaut que Ees Ministres 
com [blent s soicsit invites A don nor les explications voulues aim que Eea auteurs do ectte 
aituiillou soient ddcouverta el [sunk. En descaudaut do la tribune il adeposd sur b bureau 
le r^quisitoire rddige par II: General Ali Nizami Pacha contra leG^ibrulis&ime ct la r&ponsQ 
du Serdar Ekram AbLul Kerim. 

I & Cbaiubra a decidd r[ue ce^ ibcuments sennit imprimis et distribues k dmeun des 
Ddputa. 11 a M. deciLle aussi quo Vintcrpelbtiqn de lurateur sera examiucb thins lea 

sections, j 4 

Ijc President luit dernier Lecture d'un message Grand-Vezlriel, Ce message demaTid& 
(l) un urtfdiL cxtraordiuniiu du 31,000,000 de piastres pour les approviamnnemeuts de 
faiTn^e c?t du Danube et pour k construction do quelquos fours ct moulins k 1'usage de 
1'intcndance militaira; ct (3) un credit dc 20,000,000 de piastre? skmaiulA par b Minist^re 
tb I'lnldriettjr pour ventr cn aide ans rtSfugk? dc k guerre. 

Cctlc demande dc credit soukvc une vivo dUouasiou. Yeni-Oichcrli-Zadd s etonnn 
quon viem.it' detmmder tjudquefe millions de piastres lorS^Uo Eannee parade Ea Chain lira a 
ace&rdd 15,000,000 dc livres pour les ddpeuBts exti'iuordiriflires. Il skx prime d’unc muni Are 
tris sdvferc snr In nimptuhilitt an gdndral du I'udminiatmtion at Bpcriidcmoiit sur cclle du 
Mini?!Are de hi Guerre* 

Yoatiotif Pacha, Minislre des Finances, skgeant sur les banes dc? Deput^? cn sa 
quality de D^put^de ConHtantiuople, r^ptmd A YeuhCheherli Zadd en expliquant tiucoincte- 
uieat le aystAnie de (xxnptabiUtd du MinistCrc dc la Guerre* 

Ranim fJfj/, Elqmtd d'Andriuopk, sou tit at Youssmif _Padte cn afiimuiut qull a pu 
coustuter dc mu n Aiulrinuple 11- biictionnemeiU trus rcgulier do la coiuptabditd inilitiurc* 










Ln question lies credits ostraordinaim ikmante eat renvoy* d'urgeiwe aux 

sections. mcESagc GnnwUV&Srol «t lu. U a trait it Pintorodtafion w Mimrttoo.de 

la Marine an saint du paquebot " Mctrine." Le mcssa S e dit quo le Munrttou dc b Marine 
dfeuern un fonctioumiire pour domier les explications voutues h la Cbombiu. 

MfWlophu Bty de Saloriique nkme dc te qu d a iu dans k 1 Bassirct sur lea aucol., 
des Serbcs dans 1* Vilayet dc Komovh, expritue dea cmtntcs an oujetdo Sulquique, vu quo 
rennemi* aprfes nvojl oocup£ Urkiub, Kourschounli, Piret, Lcskoftolia, a est rdpandu 
cfe ns l Ei nlame do Kos&ova et menace dc prendre en sa potion k then de far de 
Mitwviteu-Salonique* Qrt-t-ft &£ feU. pour ta Mme! Le Mims to devrrnt donner dea 

explications poor tranquilliser 1'opinion publique- 

Les Dtautta du Vilayet de Kossova Bouiicmfent taergiquement cetle proposition cn 
njautnnt que les nouvdks qu'Hs cot de Kossova sont en .effet tr6s-alB«iiaiites. 

Cette discussion en snalftve une autre, savoir la nvalitC et Ic disaccord m extent 
entre les Commandants ves divers corps d’armde dc Houmfiia CVest encore 1 mfatipbk 
Yeni-ChdberW Zad£ qui souLicnt to ddbat, II propose dadrcfeer ft la Sublime 1 orte un 
aveiiiEEcment (Ibtnr) la rundant responsabk do cat ilat de cliosee et Hnintant ft y remdtlier 

on reeonciliant outre eux les divers Commandants. 

MaitftapAa Bey, B£put<* de Jaiudna, ne commit pas comment on pourratt les rceon- 

eilier* Ao contra] re on devrait les punir. .* 

Ydm-CfaAflrti ZHf/e?apprauve,.et la Chombreaveclui, et il est decide quo 1 on discutera 

d'ureence dans les lllons I’avertbsement a CJivoyer a la Subtimo Fork- 
‘Le frtaident live la seance 4 9 heores 4 la Turquc. 


SiflucF du 5 Jtowier. 

Pr^sidenec do 11 ass an Fbji'mi Efxendl 
L a stance est ouverte ft 7 heurcs ft la Torque, 

Cadvi Pacha, President du Conseil d'Etat, el Yanco Eflendi Ikiadea, occupant lee 
bancs du Mioist^rc, Flue tard arrivent k Ministry de ta Guerre^ ikon I PacliEtj et k 

Miuifitro dc la Marine, Said Pacha. , _ , , 

Ijes leges des Sfmateura et das Censed I ers d'lkai, cel les du Corps Diplomatique ct de 

h preeae. n'ont pas une mc& vaeante, ( 

Undts Secretaires de la Chambrc commence la lecture du procte-vcrfra! de !a s^auc© 
do JeudL Ce procis-verba] est bug: la keture dui'c plus d'unc deuii-heure. 

Khalil Eftnuli Ghtmem, D6put£ dc Syrb, fail fairo cue recbticatmn, Le utmis de son 
disecmi^s dc Jeudi lYa p?is bien rendu dans to rfeviind du preetts-verbal, Cette reetilica- 

tioti faile, k lecture est reprise efc tereninde. . ,. „ ljf . lfc 

Quelques deputes demandant dc Idgers chiiugcTuont&j et Ycm^LnenerH-'/aac kit 
remarquer quo Vabsence du bureau de Bt^bograpbii 1 ' est regrt; table, car la uiAnkre dont 

ks kintbs t.knnent les prnc&s-verbaux est brUnetmipble. ^ 4 ( 

Ls PrtHtdcfti dlt qu'il st'rti rem^dk ^ cet incorivenicnt a partir d’aiyourd luu, 
yenichtherli+Zadt .—11 k fiaut Mm car il vaut mieux tie pas avoir du toot un proote- 

verbai que de 1'avoir aussi iuenpiplet, . 

Aghoh Btfmdi, Dqnilc de Constantinople* propose d^rndir Fadnum&tni|on et le 
format du Tiikvimi Vikoyd afin que ks procis verbaox pnisseot clre publics uusaitM apr4s 
k c return do ta stance, que Pon ne suit pas oblig^ (I’attcudit, coin me l^nnnta dcmieru, 
plusicurs jours pour lire ta version nQbklk des lU-luli? du Pork me nt. 

Le Prudent dit <jue dea mesurcs seront prises en consequence et^ u ajoute que pour 
quo le proefee-verbal se public k inline jour, U est ntaessaire quo la Chambra sc rduntBse 
do bonne bcure. 

Le tffictita»verbal est accept^- . H . ... . . 

Dui'itclm E/cnrfii Depute de Janninn,—Il y a qudques joure six sqruk out etc arrfltfe 
par la police houih rnccusalion d'avoir fait des rqvdristions de Jlourse sur Ic caVmd* Ce& 
ftarafs out condamiids 4 six rnois dc prison cl cbacun d'eux A one amende do 50 livrcs 
Torques, ils out interict^ nppd dc eejugemeu!, amis, eontrairement A la toi, il ne bur il 
pas permiB de fournir caution et dc sortir de la prison. CfiB procjAles uesent pa-s certes 
propre'S 4 funffliorcr noire credit financiei et la surveillrulce de la police dans les itfliiires dc 
k Bour*e csl cutout ^hii mririlde, IS terrnluc on proposal que la Cbanibre tarive h 
mii du droit ullu que ces firife soknt mis en kUtrk. 

Yuver Bjjhidif IMput^ lotadHte de liosnie, appuie Davit chon Llfcndi et mdiquc h 


m 

«A iWt iju’un terms soil mis il era fluctuations du c«imi ct it la situation <pl est *>ite »u 

pajb IvIraS fi/Tsaili, Llfputc d’jUep.—Si ccs proeddis dc la police sont vrais, le Mmwltoe de 
la Police si dfi y recourir pour wiuve^irder k;a intdr^ts publics. Sbl y a pbmte, qu on 
s'afeise d J flbord 4 t s EiUtorite supdrieure ecunp4t*nte. . . . 

DnvUthon FtftndL—Us earafs foul appelj des lorn bur inamtien cn prison est 

inconvenablc, ^ ^ 

Mujivuk Etfendi, D^putd d'Alcp*— Davitebon Effendi fait-il Cato proposition de ta 
propre initiative liien h la suite dbinc dcuiftude dos prisonnkrs? Duns ee dermer eiis, 
k tiuefctiou concerne Iti jnslice et le jugement doit £ti-e revise J'apprenas que P|<«v? 
misM vend du cainti sur place- Est-ce l k auitc de qnelques options nvec lo MaJieft 
Je deniandc tea explications m Mfektrc des Finauccs. _ s . 

Yowmuf Pacha, Dduute dc Constantinotile et Mijpstrc des bmnncca^Je nm pas 
bien s»Ui Ic but dc k demando (k Mannak Etteudb Au fur et ft mcaura que ^ fttaeaaiie 
^ nroBcnie Ic Mi ms tore ski v entire sur place 300,000 livrcs do ealme, A plusMuia repriscfl 
nous Dvous fait dcs empruuts h M, Zarik Nous Ikvoiift payv on calm* a condition qu il 
ne vendm ce eating qu’apr^s quelques mois. Plus tavd il a did convcnu qu il ne vendre ce 
caim^ qu'aur& six moix, Les emprunts que nous esperions pouyoir con tractor no I pot 
pas wL Nous avoni be&oin fie livrea en or pour les cnmitumdcs dc I Etat. Ce numeraire 
nous ne uouvone l’nvoir qiPen vendunt du taHnil Jenccomprendspaa pourquci !e Depute 
d'Alcp mfile ici Icuom do M. Zarifi. Quil ne dissimule rieu i qu'il difio toiite sa pensee. 
Mmmk Eftndi repliquo, nmis k President vaut ajourcer ec fktmt, I otdre du jour 

noHant dc.s questions plus impodEtctes. . ... 

Rwpm EJFmth IMputd d'Ariiirhiopk.—Il park* en kveur tbs prisomners ct reppelk 
que Vapnta la Clmmbre a pu parses efforts f^lkpr un m&lboiirenx pnsonmev qui 

croupissait depuia ncuf un$ dans b prison sans an cun jugcmeoL Quant nux operations 
aur le eiiisiid, d cat impossible de les unipficher. Lc& n%odant$ dc In province, ou il ne 
res to plus dc livrea Torques (et Pou pern dire k memo chose pour Cqnetmitmopk) no pour- 
rout tm continuer lours transactions avee PEumpc ells ne vendeut pas lour caiuu;, _ ^ est 
nuiribk quo dkm^ficlier les v elites ct achats du cm me, Rcupen EfFeridi term me en 
Gppuyaat W propositi on dc Day itch on Efkndi. . t 

Anhcb Ejfnndi t Depute de Cons! eusIh topic, est du mftino avis, 11 trouve quo les 
procedes du Ministore de III Police sont phit6t uubiblce qu’utiles. Uiic ki« on a kit k 
mfnue experience en Europe, mnis elk nk point, rhas^l. Les indtvulua qui ont etc 
arrttifs ne soul nos des courtiers de bourse^ connnc il a &.& dlt, nuns desgtm est rambles. 

Yfiii-UkJhcrli ZatttAhmed Effmdi—ii y ft hub autoritd suptaieorc chtur^ta de sur- 
vailkr Iosl yttes dcs divci'see branches de I'admimstmtioiu 11 est possible qu H y ait cu 
ftbus do peuvoir. Cln'oii sc pk%oe et S 3 on aviscre. Nous ue pouvonB pas nur des on-oits 
re ad re ie Gouveracmcnt respofftabk 1 . 

jlaatim flta, Ddputd d'AndrinopIc. pnrle done k memo sous. _ . 

Le President mot aux voix In proposition dc Davitcbou ElkndL Elle est rejctcc a 

0n *?S^to%Si«ffiktowr*. IMputfl tie ConsteDtinopIo—L’&nission du 
kite en vertu tfime lot Cette loi u^ignail HiapfttfimdQr dc Constantinople, les dimes dc 
ouelfiUQB districts du Vikvet d'Aulin ct la tnxe tics montuna dcs vuayetG de Konieli m 
cFAngora pour Ic ratreit ohuueI de 500,000 livres cn3m£. QaVt-il ot^ fait ? 1 ourqnoi 

cettc loi nWtaila pas ex^ut^a ? . _ , ... 

Youssmif Packs, Ministry dcs Fiutmcee-—La loi nk pu etvc cxecutco. Los necoaatb^ 
nieasantes et toujours croksciutea du tiftaor, k non reusslte des emprunk prqjclus, ont 
ii&essit^ Pemba ion en plus de 0,000,000 fie 11 vies tie 0k& Dans cctre occurrence il etait 
pen kgique du hr filer du caitm? lorsque nous devious en dmpHre d outre. Ln jaisant 
cqnmte nous avonft fait, nous avons an moids tabnennisd dos fewa tVuupres&ion at d achat 

dc papier* (HUerUd,) 1j Jt w 

Ifudawrdi EjfhidL —N’importe, k loi nurait du etve excootcc,. kttre par letLu, 

/Wio& Effcndl, cxnrimc la in6iue opinion. 

Lt- Pr&idtnt coupe court ft uc dfibat el rappcllc quo I'ordrc du jour porte Ui dwcussiou 
isur lus kterpeUatlons udress^es cux Mvobtrsa de b Marine ct dfi w 1 ^ J 3 ™” 1 

do date, on eo miner cere pur tbnterpdktion odre&sta au Miliiatftrcdc la Murine. U doirne 
la parole ft Nnnfy Efkndq auleiir de l§ktcrp^atiiiu. 

AWw Effendi.—ms le oommoiKctiicat do la guerre, le Gouyccnciucut a deebr^ k 
Mer Noire en fitat de biocus* Notre llotte £tait ft juste titre couahki'dc coimna suthsantu 
pour co service. Fins encore, on bkttondait ft CO qu’cllc intligc tie grunds dotumriges ft 
I'cuuenii* Notre ecnivitlion a 4t6 dtaiiank. Le& navires Rushes one. parcouvu diius toutes 
!c>, directions ta Mur Noire. Nos doutes sur lo non mointkn du IiIocuh ont etc disype^ 
jlQO] T 











P 9 T lWantion des croiacurs Russes k Kiik, Ventraj du Bosphorr, ct par h captmo A? 
quclques b&timcuts 4 voile, Les coup? de canon tlnfe A RSfeft out pt6 \ alariuc a Gonstan- 
tinopla. Les Russes a'bnt dans la Mer Noire que quelqttefl bateaux transport, hi ccpo* 1 ' 
dent era mauifcfc bateaux out dtawifc* oialgrl tout* eA&anc!o, uiqmLSsance ;k nertre 
ftoUe. 11 est honteux pour notre Gouverncment d avoir dedate le Mows b ll n etait paa 
auffibb dc In ratiiDtenir/ Aprfe Pmcident de Kilk, lea habitants de R^zoiidc wraojeux 
do cei flat do chores out udressd une requite mu Ministers de la Atone Batiioitant Is 
defense dca cites, Le Ministers n s a aucune attention k cette requite. 

La declaration du blocus sous-eatemkit dee profits pour nous et ties dominates P<™ r 
Pennomi. Puisque ccla dtoit impossible, au lieu do peitQster dans lo maintain du bkeus, 
tetfaiUl pas ptetoble do songer h k defense do uotre C#o ? C'eat pour n avoir pas fait 

cek iiue nous avons perdu le paquebot 111 Mersine, 3 

Le Slavisms cat la principal*? cause de k guerre aetndk, Jappremk do source 
certuine quo k premier impiteine du bateau capture £M un Slave et le second un Hu«g ■ 
fiat-il nGcessaire do dire quit etatt du devoir du Minislerc do la Marine de no pas eonfier 
bob bateaux h do patella trait res. Les doomages que ks Russes nous ont causes, a 
capture do cc bateau charge de soldnta, n’ont pour eausc quelamauvaise udpumetmtton de 

nutre marine, „ , . , _ *• 

J& demands au nom du la nation &u Ministry de la Marine les cau&es du non mamticu 

du blocus et de la capture du paquebot ■*Moraine," 

SaU Pacha, MioUtrc de k Marine, s'ex prime k peu prfcs dans ees termos. U \ u 
certains points du dtacoura de Nuaii Elfendi {u'adress&m au Depute (V Alep—est-cB bion la 
votre aom?) au Kernels je ne pourrak pae tepemdre cn stance pubhque, Notre Holte 
cuiraea^e, oxccptc les monitors qui so trouvent dans le Danube, se compose <lc dousie 
navjrec. Ck&l avee ees imvires que nous devons ddfendre nos rates, qui sont tl uiie si 
cmnde longueur, qui a^tendent do Batoum h la Mer Adviutiquo. Le Mimfitere fait hcd 
des efTqrLs, ct il nb riou k sc reprocher dana la question do 3u capture du ‘ Memtne. 

Russes ont qodques bateaux tib-boDB marcbcurs. C'cst dc ca$ bateaux ptratca qj* ds se 
servent twur forcer le bloeus- On doit so rappeltf que pmidatit h guerre do Gnme^ bien 
que la Mor Noire fflt au non voir tie toulcs les flottes dea allies, les Rusacs parvenment 
encore A fasre apparition Jana nos ports. Pendant k guerre d'Anitrtquo quo n'a pos kit le 
corsnire ,( Alabama? 1 ' Peut-on se baser sur rmcident " Mcrsine f pour cntlquer la marche 

ife rAdminktration de la Meuw? . ^ 

Nous avona des n a vires ;i ^Soulina, a iiatoum, k Yolo, cn Crtte, dans 1 Aunatiquc, 
Aucuue force ue |Kwns janmis aufiirc catifirenieiU 4 une si grande longueur cks cotc^ 

Ccpendant nous avoos forme uneeacadre tl^voluliuTis. L'expdtiiLiOD do Souktiouin- 
Kald ay out suv^i ceUe eseadre n r a pu accompli r aa mission Elle a db se porter sur cea 
parages* Dans la suite les no vires compOsant cette escadrc ont d4 prendre et transporter 
50,000 dmigrde avee tout leur b^taiL 11 n'#iit pus cotivenuble dkbandonner ces infer tunes, 
C'cst ninai quo notre marine, toiqours prfete A exdeutcr Icb ordres du Goiiverticmcnt, a 
rendu de combreux ct grand s services* Itntn^dtatoineQt aprte Soukbuum-K ale, k preasaco 
de k Apt ills a rendu e ncoe-ssaire A Batoum, L'affaire ctait plus unportonte. 
Anjourd r bui la necessity de k prdsoiice de k butte A Ratoum a ceasd* 

Quels services cdontpfis rendu n oh bateaux tnm sports ? CuiubkiEi da troupes, com bien 
de munitions ifont-its pas tninsporWis. Malgrd k ucccssitu pveBaante do reparation cos 
bateaux dtoient con&tJuntuQUt eit mouveiuant. Tbtite autre Puissance ou paredJes arcon* 
star evs aura it aSlr«t« des bateaux ct rangers. Nous uc ikvons pas fait* Nos bateaux ont 
suib A tous les uiuucements immcuscs de troupes, Aucune autre luition n aurmt pn 
accomplir cd-tc bc^ogne. Si eious Tavons fait e’eat pareti quo nos matelote et sios ufucieif 
de marine soot des Oinitmlia, Soyez persutuitis qukucuu de ieos bateaux n'esl reste 

l4mni lea autres dliTleultds que nous avons sumnontdes il nc laut psui oul>lier le 
transport de hpuillo. Nos bateaux ont cbargiS (ici le Ministre cberdie dans sea papters, 
ruue il ne s\-n eert pas, grslcc A sa rtiftimirc) A Ercgli vt tnmuporic Htir divers points tin 
i^Empire 1,000,0110 de quiutnux de diarbotq eV-it-kdire plus ilc 200,000 tonnes. Nous 
aTOUfi envoy 4 du cbaibou juSiiu'A Antivad, pour ue paa en adsetcr^ 

InMlfih! trfia jnodaimemis&t nous prendrons notre revnnobc sur Unuemi. l^a 
dbmmageti qu'il nous a inflig^ uut pour motif k n&easitd di ; paipiller par-ei par Ak uotre 

Said Ikoba n'a pas dtduppkudi, rauia fvulemrn&m il croy&it avoir gtigm- &on audit,.Arc, 
toque Ydni-Cheherli-Zad^ Jemande la parole, 

rdhNLftrAeHNM/,-“Nou:i remeroaoHs &t>it Rxcelltncc pour ka dcteils qu d nous a 
donums sur le chaibou et Bur les difficulty que le MiniHilirc a cu k gunnontcr, uu.is le 
Pticlai iV,i pas rdpondutnix trois questions potfes par Naaiy Lficndi, 


Gcs questioDS sont: 1, pos^dant une si gmnde fiottO nans nVons pu itifliger k 
moindre dommage amt Ru&§e 3 ; % Ikmploi des Slaves et dm Rushes dans le eommandc- 

munt tk nos bateaux; 3, , * * .. ^ -> ^ m 

Stiid Pttfiha, MIm&tre do la Marine,—J'ignore si le Goitimandant cted Daiina.te ou 
non. Depuis qastro mois et demi sculcuieDt dan^ k Minister je n 3 ai pas eu k temps do 
m + co informer, 

PMmr* ww*—Voua aarfia.® voub eo^nfomer. . +i . . . 

Stiid Pacha.— D'ftUleura v.m bateaux ont une direction spuemle, Alais j nl tout lieu ue 
croire que les Russes ont re^u de Ttftomde Vw?H du depart do ec bateau ■ 

Rfauf Pac/iff, Minist re de la Guerre,—En ma quality dancien Mmstre de k Msnqe; 
ie mujc vous doimar qudqutes renseiguemonte, Lcb bateaux dc la * + Matisousse etont 
commandos par des olficto de la marine. Obliges de aompleter lee cadres du la marrno 
de guerre, nous avoirs pris eus ofticicra et nous \U avotifl remptacej par des capiiainca 
dtvan w ere, Le canitaloe du “ Merstne” a cornnlandc prmdant toUgtemps et sur la deinande 
dea oommercante du Sabniquo lc - Yn^ti/J’idjaret^ dcssmam ccite ligno. Cdtftit un 
bon capitftine, Jki tout lieu do sypposer qu’il a perdu sou bateau A k suite dc quelque 
dettm^ement dans na ebaudiere ou dabs sa machine* La perbe du bateau est certes 
regrettable. Mais cetnil un vieux b a tea it que Serb is 13 ey avait actwte pour dormer m 
Sultan Aziz, 11 no vakil; \m grande chose ct il nc faut pas ntfribuer taut d importance a 

cctte question. , * 

voiar* — Elies soldatsqm etuiCnt n uord du bateau. 

Rfovf Pacha ,—Nous perdons bien du monde sur les champs dcs batailles, Aiaintc- 
nant quo nous somtnes engages dans oett'e guerre, iE nous iaut du courage et dc la 

ronSt wS-Gy^lfi-a?fld«f.--L!i troisitmo question dUit cdle du blocns. l^o Gouvernameiit 

Naafy Hffcndi a deraando comment les navires Russl j k onl franehi la ligne du Ubcns, 
md Pathw— Ayw one escadre do six navi res on tic pouvait pas mdnteDir dutie 
mani&re effibace la blocns sur une si frantic liguc. Lors do k question Cretett^ |L <.his 
avoiiB employ^ Iftute notre fiottc, ot cepemknt nous no pouvons cmp&cber lea bateaux 

corsairea Grccs dc forcer le blocus, , . 

YM-Chthcr^Zadi—Mnh comment sc fattdl que pendant le blocus, vmgUmte 
bateaux Russes chared da bk out pu frante k Signe du bboua ! 11 est vrav qua nous m 
avons arrflte quelquos-uite daon le port Ulirea). Son EJtoollcnce lo Pacha n a pas rdpoudu 

aux queHttons postses- . 

Xtfiil poem.—* Mb teponac n'est pas peub^tec sumsante pour cette Lhnmbre. Mats 
dk I'eat pour tics gens du mdiier. Si nous n’aviona pna cu cctte flotte, ka Russes, possd- 
dEvat une soixuntaine dc bateaux4transports dans la Mcr Noire, eerskivt venus juxqu 4 
Ikntrde du Bosphore; Et puis, on nb les services de noire (lotto! 

Nan fa Efttndi—J’M cl it que la fiotte n f a pas rendu des services en proportion ac son 
importtmcc, Son ExeelloBce In Paclia a dit quhl ne commit pas le eupitaiuo, II devait le 
conn alt re. la nation \e pays suffiaainineut pour oek. Lc Mtnistro dc la Guerre nous a 
dit null ne faut pas ait rib tier une grande importance u la parte da cc bateau. Cast 
douloureux. Nous sommes devemte la ri^de du monde. JuBcpfit ptesent hi nation n avait 
pas k slreit tl'interrogcr. Elle lkura ckWnmiB. Nous marcbons d notre parte, Quoi! 
cst-il possible quon ait empltiyd de parcils cominandaute l 

Hilm Effmtlit Ddpute do Tt^izonde*—Je connak, i#i aussi, cc capitame. Il cat 
aoeten au sendee. Lanuee pasaic i! a fait dpliotier son bateau, (lei Reoin Ibiduq 
Ministre do k Guerrre, ay ant t\m affaires icuport antes h txpedier, sc retire, 11 Vietnam 
Luudi donner (ku^ la section le^ explications qui lui out dtc tfeiuand6e9,) 

Ecu, Ddputd li'Audrinopk—Lc GouvcrnmetU Central a exp&iLe des eircu- 
kireH invitant les ddparteiuente A renvoycr du service tous Ifes Slaves. Cctto citeuiaire u’a 
pas 6tl* recue p&r Jc Miniatro dc la Marine. , 

Nmji Efftindi —Lkxp&lition do Soukhoum^lCala est un dvdiiomeut aucuen* Dqmia 
[ ora quVfUit notre iiotte f Nos navirca transports ob se trouvaot-ik iictudlcinont ? _ 
I/irtegularitd du servico est ciuifiC que 50(1 soldats d 1 Alep out attendu plusieure 

scoiaines 4 Akxandrette. ^ * 

Ahmed Effmdi, Ivehoya des Astenljk, Dispute de ConHtentmoplo.—Nous avons reiivoyd 
de iiotvo service jusquA nos jardlniers Moutdndgrins, et le Miuistre ilo la Mantis a 
conserve dcs cEipitainfis Slaves. Ahmed BSbudi <tepo» une lettre nyant trait b k mauvaisc 
mutam dont s'aat accomplie k rctraitc de Soukbouiu-Kald. ^ 

Lc BccrAtdn an conuneuca k lecture, iuois lu Prdajdent k reawie nux gecuop*. 
Eiutfija Hay ,—Les cxplicatioiu doiiows par le MiiUHtrc nc sout pas ^uffisanteik (A]> 
pTOlMiiloti^ sur plueiieurB bancs.) Qu J il les competent. 
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Lt Prfyjfat propose, attetwlu <p° 1st .lomanitcs sent b^-importantes, qu’cto 
soient remises pnr eerit au Minntre, qui y repondra un mike jour. 

Cette proposition tfest pas accept^ par fo Umubr&. S* 

SS IS Mt^kseli, m V xM d’Aidm^Depms pk^eurs joua kbateau 
cst cn eliMgemcnt .levant TophiM ; le MStBBtee i>«it-il nans dire quelle eat la nature de 

sou diurgcnieiit ? 

Sidd Pflsfia.-^Non, 

Enin Efnuli.—Cv bateau a-t-ii hug gtms ■ % t 

Sa M Pathn.^fAnm quekmefi moments d’hesitation.} Leu une en out, le& aiur ( ^ 

u'en Jut Jaa Ceux qui n’en out pats rspoivent fours eturgaisons au meyen d(s P™ 1ts - . 

de k ^ROUM d* MinfaU* Mm 

te taZZ an’dLnt que lea bateau* muni, de gn.es sent £ 

troupes, It ceux qui nfon sont pas pourvu* w# employ^ pour le transport cfos canons, dee 

rteftS ffsa-K£as» t. mm M>«M>£ts 

fmcaliuns nm hi'out <&£ posSes- II demnnde encore sil suit qu a hqul uu ■•}■— 
“Bntomii’ 3 important ISO blessfs, on venduil & qes iralheurcuxun »rrc <1 eau S u 
caimd do dix piastres* et quo trofc ou quaire de ces htet* sent ilflOits de son A borrt. . 

rtfr* Jgjfpiirii—II conskfore k® T^pbtlBOB do Said Pacha cornme lnsufeantcs, 
dettiande'desfxplications nettes et clairre, sans oela la Chambre doit nwttij k Mimstre 

WCU]! SoiJWifi— ' Vu Pmi porta lieu des questions, it dcmuiide qilW k& fosse pnr ecrit nfin 

MW-* * h Marine soulivc .me me Mta. N«g 
EflfciiVlilW Article* do rkgleinenl. rebuffs nux interpellations. Basaim Bey en lit 
d'autirs, et, enfin, la Chambre decide qu'on Hjmott'W au Ministre par dent les questions ct 

qU 11 Uw^p'lldputTJuDanuH lit un discours ayant trait an* affaires <b 'a uiarrna. 
1L rcproche I'cmploi de la marineanr le Danube et Imcune Hu copitouman f ™ 

qui, inalade depuis six mois, n’est capable d’micun service. Pourqnoi nestil pas 

rLI111 Z^'prAident dil qua cotte question aussi sera meniionnde dims la liste lies griefs 

" UM, U i iwrideot Wtdwaw ! 'lecture de troja documents qui seronl transmis 6 la Sublime 

1J rt n + *1| w - 

u premier demande, sulvont line tWmsion de la Cliainbre do 1'imuee pnssee, ponrmioi 
le Gouvmsemeiit n’a pas inMitud la Cominiwion «pfeU« qui derail opdrer tons les aeliata 

tituxtTn trlt auxttions (Tayiunt.} U avalt M Mi 1» rations aeroot 
van nr in ides dans toua lea ddpartements. mnis contmircinenU tolte.ldtiwm on eimtinuo & 
los sorvir jkflB Its (UpnrtemciUs ^ ,ri G rando de l Afbllerie. , r , h 

Lc tKjisIfenw sc rapports uu Prudent <k !a Muiitcipalitd dc iMwu La ^ibrc 
avalt dcniondi l'eun^s possck k dfstituLiQn do cte foaf loauniro pour avoir per^u dcs U%ep 
illdgcdcSi tnws il cmlimiu Umiours h uccupr son poetc. 

^ Aprts di 0 cii 6 Bkiq lea troia doouniaats «ont votes, 

Lo President, kvo In s&mce & § Leu res. 


Ko. 125* 

Afr\ Liujattl k JDcr5ye—(Kt'Cirksif J«)iEi«ry 18. ) 

(No. 32. Vm Confidential,} , , _ n . a „ a 

1* i j ' Gprti^iit4Trr&jWi? t Jumurif 9* 187S._ 

‘ \$ gonstuuesicc! of tbe vote of censarv pawed by the Turldah Chaml>er of Deputies 
mid tliii somewtmL vidkat kngoage used by some of it^ uiuniberB-, certain nit uehljul pt ^oiuj 
MU(t ht to prcv&U upon the Saltan either to dfl-^Lc or prorogue the Parlmmeiit. I \m 
m opportunity of eommimsouting with His Majesty mi the- subjoet, uml must earncatly 
advised him to do neither tlie one noi the other. T mamtik fed to him that to take either 
s ten at such a iamiK.nl ns the prv^ul would produce ihe inost imfavourable impression t.-n 
EuiOpSi jmd might even lead to (ierious consequences in l urhcy, nnd eapecuilly m Cou- 
stfiutinopk. where the public feelhw was very tnuoh excited, l pointed out that the 
enemies of Turkey, who were nuruurou& and powerful, would* if he did ao, avail Ihcrnsylvts 
of thv opportunity to denounce him for u vioktioii o! ihe Conmltution* and to prooLum n? 


*i,nt the Parliament had onlv been instituted to throw dust in the eyes of Europe, 

that if, at the present time, public discussions upon the conduct of 
the war were coSred dangsrim couatitmiimal means might easily \>a found 
IS. Mkhteft* to Jivo them madanations, and the Cluimber to receive them* in ^cret. 
th M^i/sent to kll me that the advice I had given was entirely m accordance with 
*. -J* that ha had resolutely determined neither to dissolve nor prorogue the 

1.3“^ iHukrstmiil, iii-mly dhered to this rcoUitiee et a Council of 

Miuiaters held at tlic psilacc on Suedtiy mglit. j ]|avt 

(Signed) A. 11. DAYAB.D. 


No. 126. 

Mr. Ikyard to the Earl of Der&j..—(Rec«v«( January 18.) 

CensAmlinqjilt. January 2,1877. 

y Wit CONSUL TtFADE writes from Sl.umln that the unforLunate MtfSsulTomi^.opu- 
t r Xs committed last summer by the Euesbns and BulgemM 

entails. Government is conviacpd that the Bulgarians were encouraged by 

Hufiaians in their bloody proceedings lust year, m order to temfy the M udsill man 
population and to drive it out' of the provinces which arc deetined to form a new Bulgarian 


11 hive! , tic. 

(Sigtieil) A. 


H. LAYARD. 


No. 127. 


Mr. Laijurd ia the Earl of Derby.— {llecdred January 18.) 


(No. J7.) Conatuiitincnte, January 8, 1878. 

y l HAVE the honour to inclose copy of&rlespfoh front Mr. Consul Blunt reporting 
the passage of the Balkans by the Russians near Slnpka. ^ ^ 

(Signed) A, H* LAYARLh 


locloBurc iu No. 127. 

Consui Biuni li> Mr* Bayard* 

Adrianopie , January 7, 1978. 

“ U ' ^ tho honour to addreae to your Bxcdlency Lo*duy at 2 km. a telegram a* 

follow^ ^ repotted from PhiUppppolb Uit tirv Itiiflaan*-wtewjd thv limdja 

Vslkv yesterday through passee between the village^ uf lasova and Hmmdh, in the pkii 
nf Kvziiulik tiitLiug of comnuiiiictdixma hctwcmi Slupkn and the town of KysHmhk. The 
authorities 'md inhabitants of the town have lkd f and a* telegraphic cnmmunwatiun 
WES?* and Adriano pic ie interrupted* it fa evident that Kyzauhk bm agam been 
nffuuicd hv the Russians The fttrnic day another column appeared on the heights on 
^ ym, menacing Quiova , If k succeed S m occupying Gorlova, it 

wtu rnmuktetv isolate the Turkish position at Slupka. D . 

im J .jbovo ImportBiit information was coninuimcntcd t° uni to-iluy by Djcmil I ash^ 
ami li^SJy^losropfed it to yonr Excsllciny, in ths -ccr.amty whether it will 

[180] 













haTe reached you from Mr. Vice-Gonad. Qrfycrb, who by the Wt m. on the 

zStSTS^X^SSXSVtmSt. JS.fee— 

$1*$^^ ™ riou8 di,isi “ s ' “ a 

cut them Oir torn ihcir bate of operations. j ^ ^ 

(Signed) J. E- BLUNT, 


No. 128. 

Coim t Kirin Gram l» the Earl of : D*by.-(B*mi-ei Jlw& l 0 O 

(No. 4. Political.) Scutari, Jr'irary 7, 1S78. 

My ’having been informed that the few Homan Catholic fumilif at Dulci^o, forming 
in nil about sixty pereo^had that ihoro Is »" dU&ronce 

called £ tM is M* MSJ^lwd ot 

»?““* P t:s too. stopped to Ml 

Sc MS Lab the Homan Catholic inhabitants, who Me * loyal sohjeda of the 
Sultan us themselves. T . & 

(SigocJ W. KIRBY GREEN. 


No. 129. 

Lord Lyons to the Earl of Derby.— (Heeded! Jamary 18.) 

(No. 45. Confidential.) fWi*, Jim,wiry 17. 1978, 

My wrd, , wb#t shmi rj be good authority, that the Jvumamiiu Govern- 

SAtltS^^iS^SSaflSS 

nC stated to me in the most positive tonus that ante no eironmatauces would 
■ ‘ . I.., iiu - ttarrUorv ivltli her awn consent; that neither the Dobrud sclia nor 

MvS^Stt’-wE^WP on the will side of Hie Danube would be regarded aft any coiii- 
any ftM| _ , . Rriutnanians would rattier not have possessions beyond the 

S2; bv material lore*, if there were a 

MenficcB which Roum.mia hud made for the Ruiman uauae, and the military wd which bhs 
hud, to the utmost of her power, afforded the Russian army. j 

(Signed) LYONS, 



K o, 130b 

Lord Lyons to the End of Derby—{Reived January 13.1 

fNo. 46 Very Confidential) ^gag j iinmnj 17, 1873- 

My ’f NEED hardly »t that the stotemo«UT«pootin8 *• “““tf*in of dm Moldaviau 

^a%3««aa532SS53ffsE 

.« 

on the subject ot He^arabia. , . ^ 

He evidently wished to elicit from Her Majesty u, 
indication of their views as lo giving their support 
attempt on the part of Rn&ftla to recover the Bcssambiai 
1 expressed no opinion of my own to Inin o« th 
engage to obtain £_. ,— 

GovtniLiicra r^pcUing ll ^ 0 u this occasion, espress any nttpfttmnce 

acquLS Xto decision of Her Majesty's Government on f- T-*"" 
commercial negotiations, 

(Signed) 


ant, through me, some 
um in withstanding an 
which she lost in 1856, 
nor did I in any way 

for'him'htotion with regard to the sentiments of Her Majesty's 

1 " uto be made 

the question of begin rung 

l have, he. 

LYONS. 


No. 13 U 

End of Derby.(Keceined January 18.) 

ustentinftpfr, Jmiwiiry 17, 1878. 

■ ; v ..j that linage ns are about to 

reason to believe that they wilt then inarch upon 

■ith the Sultan, and are in a state 
;., „ D .is know n. Considsn ng tb e 
t'b5 of Her Majesty, should not 
be tSen at once Lo prevent Russians occupying Dardanelles by surprise 1 


(No. 58.) 

USt MllsURUS PASHA baa been directed to inform you 
enter Adrianopk?, and thru there is every 

c Masters and chief dignitaries' arc in Uouncil witn 
of mmiti, which it is feared muv extend to ihocLty when danger 
arave deception practised by Russian Government upon t_::. ; 

some precautions — 

All quiet here for the present 


No. 132. 

Mr. hm* to the Earl of Deity.—(Brnriutd Atoaiy I 0 -) 

B&l ., 'MB"- 

2«JESa»£ S.7S' m r—w m m MHjM* 

•\ndrmoule et qu’cllo sc retirem en lmasaat aux notable des commumm c> \uwui do st 
" ittLiii. in Coi^eil Municipal et dc vdllor ^ la sdcurit^ pubtique avee 1 iissistance dun 
nombre de^p^ dtehto 1 .cet elf hit* ****** ^ntpeat- 

fitre iusuffisimte, prions demnrnW il direction ebemin do kv pour depart urgent deno^ 
flto nuftrains pour Constantinople quon nc peat obtanir ci sur noire pnfiffr . t# ) *' 
tji^rmnhie ft SuElium Porte pour quo lc Commandont militaire bo it autprf^ & inettre 

< 1 “ w Wr™ t %rKC 

L Oireaealens ot irregulicrs, avone d6j& aclres^ a auEonte rupifite ,i I dte t Ho.goe 
avail t depart dc gftmisou les irrdguUom qui sent d&h dans la vi L Jf 
fl YeuilleB rcpoudrOv Mdtne ddpocho ftdrCssde par ntos collogues. 


__L.V _ - 


















No, m 


Mr. Layard to the Earl of Darby*—(Received January 18*) 

Cmdantmopk. January \S f 1878. 

1 MR. BLUNT propose* to pve Adrianoplc ip a few days, I have instructed him, if 
that city it not ddeadXand there is no fear for his personal safety, to retimm at I )m post. 
Measure* arc being taken to enable my foreigners wishing to do so to return to Constant 

aopie* 


No, 134. 

Mr. Bayard to the Earl of Derby.— {Received January 18.) 

ffehwranhfo } Constantinople, January 18,1878- 

' COMMANDER HAMOND, of Her Majesty’s ship "Torch* reports tap Brup , ga& 
that tmmieemptfed of its inhabitant* and will be burnt; departure of Turkish authori* 
ties - about 400 fugitives took refuge on board bis vessel, and be, m consequence, -ind in 
Tc 'J^WEL ehartergd stog to take 250 of them to MM 
over 200 on bimvd. He trusts Her Majesty’s Government will approve the et 't> ». ‘ 

taken, and will reimburse to Mm the- expense ol the tag. tor which lie has made himself 
responsible* and which will amount to about (■)■ 


No. 135, 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 18.) 

[No. 75.) 

(TeldShiuO Co^tamfrflGjrtp, January 18, 1B78* 

S/lFVET PASHA informs me that the Mussulman population is everywhere 
abandoning Lbtir homes on spread) ol the Russian; that a number of fugitives without 
food and shelter, both in Bulgaria and Roumdm, is now enormous; md the distress, 
suffering, and loss of life, terrible and heart-rending. The Russian Generals have issued 
no Proclamation promising protection to the livts, property, and honour of Mcliommecmns, 
and this has added to the panic. Porte is convinced that this is done purposely m order 
to drive out the whole Mussulman population from the two invaded provinces. Uan 
nothing be done to prevent or cheek so much misery and devastation? Thousands of 
fugitives are still arriving here daily, and are ear posed to great sufferings. 1 receive dcplornbie 
accounts from Rourgas-Dedcagjridi and other places. 


No. I3fc 

Mr, Lay nr d to the Earl of Derby ,— (Received January 18,) 

(Telegraphic*) Constanlinopki January 18, 1878, 

SULTAN has been assured that 90,000 men will be- brought together shortly for the 
defence of Cornstautsimple tinea. His Majesty talks of going out to put himself aL the 
head of them. 10,000 men arc being brought from Varan, JO battalions arc coining from 
Batoum, 20 are said to be on their way from Yamboli, and others :irc already here, or can 
be collected, But a large pari of the force for defence will be composed of Civic Guard, 
upon which little dependence can be placed. 1 cannot ascertain that ony preparations ate 
being made for the Sultan's departure as reported by Count Zicby. I have scut full plans 
und descriptions of Bulair lines to your Lordship, 



[No. 137. 

Lieufennnt'CoItmd Mansfield to the Eart of Derby.—(Received January 18.) 

fTdeeaphio) Bucharetit Janaflri; 18, 1878* 

<■ DAILY NEWS' ” correspondent informs me that he hears on good authority that 
it is the intention of General Gourko to make a dash upon Gallipoli. 


No* 138. 

77m Earl of Derby to Lmtenant-Uolond Mansfield , 

go, 2. Political.) Fora>Jl Office. Ja 

I HAVE to express to you my approval of the language employt 
conversation with M, Cogalnieeano reported in your despatch No. L Ve 
the list instant, relative to the position of Roumnma in the present state 
the future prospects of the Principality. ^ 

(Signed) 


No. 139. 

The Earl of Derby to Consul jSjtmdwith , 

(No. I. Political.) Office, JWttff 18. '878. 

’ I HAVE received your despatch No. 82, Political, of the 29th ultimo, reporting your 
proceeding on the arrival atCunca of the Turkish Commission of Inquiry j and I have to 
kpiess to you my approval of your efforts to bring about an arrangement between me 
Porte and the Christians of Crete, 

i anij «ti 

fSiciicd) DERBY* 


(Received January 19.) 


Mv Li'rd fleyrw^i Jarmry » 1878. 

' I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lcrcfolffita information, n copy 
of a despatch which l have thia day addressed to Her Majesty * Amlffl&sndor at 
Constantinople contradicting n report which hae appeared m the newspapers ol tta 
existence of agitation in Mount Ijebfumm 

I have, sc. 

(Signed) G. JACKSON ELDRIDGE. 


Inclosure in No* 140, 

Consul-(Jen.*-fid Eldriilije lo Mr. Luyard, 

£. Beyraut, January 5, 1878, 

'* IN recent English newspapers 1 have remarked a paragraph which purports to have 
been telegraphed from Conatmilino^ by way of Syria, to the eftect that considerable 
aeimtiou prevails in the Lebanon in euns&pieiico of the inhabitant having refused lo hend 
Deputies lu the Nalional Assembly and to furnish iccruiU lor the army* 

1 At any oilier lime I should have allowed thin statement to pass without.notice, but 
under present circumstances 1 consider it my duty to assure your Excellency thatno such 
agitation exists in the Ijebanon, where the most perfect order and tranquillity reign. 

[ 180 ] 















The refusal to send Deputies to the National Assembly J have already had t!ie honour 

to report in ray despatch of the 9th November lust. . „ * *. *_ 

The statement that the inhabitants of the l^banon had refused to furnish recruits u- 
simply untrue, they not having been invited io do bo, bein^_exempted irom military 
aemce with the exception, of furnishing men for the local militia or gendarmerie main¬ 
tained as a police force for the preservation of order in the mountain, according to 

Article 14 of the fi Riglenuuit du Liban. 1 ' t t 

About last July hia Excellency the Governor-General used strenuous efforts io raise 
a body of volunteers amongst the inhabit an ts of the Lebanon, but he did not succeed in 
inducing any of the mountedusers to leave their homes to incur the hardships mid risks o 
war, and 1 hear that this want of success on the part of Rustem Mia has been com¬ 
mented on by the native press at Constantinople as showing a want ol devotion and 
patriotism on the part of the Lebanese and a lack of seal on Iho part of the Governor- 
General which* us far as his Excellency is concerned, is certainly not the case. 

I have, &c, 

.(Signed) a JACKSON ELD RIDGE, 


No* 141* 

Lord Qdo Russell to the Earl of Derby*— {Received January 19*) 

Krd SeCKt ' ) JnnmT * l4 >m 

IN my despatch No. 22, Secret, of the 12tk instant, 1 recounted some of Prince 
Bi&mordPs I table talk" to your Lordship, and to-day I have \mni of other similar 
utterances of his, from an equally good authority* which l beg to add to the record ol tlm 

f ° m) prRice Tlistnarck p in discusBing Count Aadiasay, concluded that that statesman had 
done well for Austria, for be had secured two strings to her bow_ 

1. A secret Russian promise of additional provinces and respect ol Austrian inter eats 

geaerallf* In return for her neutrality, and— , . . „ * 

± An offer of English co-operation to protect Anglo-Austrian intents if Russia 

should turn traitor and not keep her promise at the eleventh hour. t . , 

Ha thought* however, that Prince Gortelmkow would keep hia promises to Austria 
aud would reaped English interests, because it whs the obvious interest of Russia to avoid, 
after her brilliant successes, complications, and to secure us soon us possible through 
peaceful agreement the guarantee of the Great Powers tor what she has already acquired 

through the war. , , . , „. , * 

As far as German interests wore concerned. he would not lie sorry to see England 

CO to war and vanquish Russia, because tbe moral auptoinMy, influanoe, and ojtawpla or 
Eiiiitttiia would be fKilter for Europe than the supremacy, influence, and emnipk « ■“««*• 

I have* fee. 

(Signed) ODO RUSSELL* 


No- 142. 


Lteufehflfii-Cciefwf Mantydd to the Bart of Derby.—(Received January 19 ) 

[co’SuoL) Barimresl.jfa.Mdary 13, 1878. 

IT is believed that Pasha commanding at Ru&tehuk has been bought, and that the 
place may surrender any day* 


No. 143* 


Afr. Lizard to the Ravi of Dzyhy ,—(Kttwiflffd January 19.) 

(Toiegraphic.) ConsUndimptct January 19, 1878 

CONSUL BLUNT telegraphs at & p.m, yesterday fr- ... , 

"The Vali will leave Adrionople at 1ft o'clock to-mghl by special tram. lie pa done 
hie utmost to maintain public tranquillity. Seventy. two picked soldprg have been left 


here for protection of foreign Conflates. The town is quiet, and will probably b& 
occupied by Russians to-morrow* ! shall remain here* 


No. 144* 

Afr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.—{Received January 19.) 

fc^e^nhie.’) Cojtfitinlkople, January 19. 1788. 

THE whole of the Mahomrncdan population is dying before Russians, and sumo 
hundred thousand women and children are in the rnn field* dying of hunger ami cold 
Porto A Her Majesty's Government, in the name of Immunity, to ltd®* Rxuaimi to 
give some assurance in the form of % Proclamation guaranteeing the Mussulmans 
to their lives and honour* The Turkish Government ami authorities have not power to 
check the. panic, which may soon extend to Constantinople with most disastrous con- 
Beqnences. 1 It seems but too probable that the Russians m poking to cKtqnMQftte oe 
drive out the Mabommedan population* 


No* 145. 

Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 20*) 

SvWriLinI CvMlmtmopte, January 19, 1678, 

§ ICE-CON SOL BROPHT and Hamnnd, of “Torcli J - p just arrived here anti 

rep0 ^T[>wl° V oV Slimmia, Aides, and Kumnbnd burnt, Buurgas[plundered, and great 
danger; 2,000 homeless and dostitute Ray alia on beach there* without means of flghL 
TovSof Sigopoll burning last night. Towns of Mis&evrw and Achmlo, with -ft towris 
and Christian refugees, threatened hv Circassians, and without defence, AI the country 
devastated. Massacres of Christians have already taken place on a ^ge sente and appear 
inevitable throughout the whole proving as the Rayaha have no toWj- IS S 
port, and there if no Turkish force to restrain Circassians, Albanian and ^'^h 15ash> 
Lika, Her Irirtje^v'ft ship * Torch/' then at Boiirgas, has Meat and brm&bt to Con¬ 
stantinople upwards of 1,200 destitute fugitives from that district. 


No, 14ft. 

Afr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.—{Received January 20.) 

nM 82 r U-\ Constantinople, January 19, \S78. _ 

C Con sul BLUNT reports that Russians and Ba&tta are massacring the mlmhi- 
tanta of Turkish villages, which adds to the terror of the Mahominadan population. 


No* 147, 

Mr * Lnynrci io tfw Earl of Derby. — {R&eivtd Junuary 20.) 

S 0 ,* 841 W ^ ConatmiwpU, January lib 1^78. 

^ToRTE hois received news that Llio Greeks are about to attack Turkey at 

T,rkLh G^—c^n^ly Aq^t He, M* » «*“ «“* S ood uRiC8t 

to prevent this fresh Hggrcsaion. 


No. U8. 

Mr, FFytwi/iam to the Earl of Derby.—{Rccemd January 20.) 

^j&BTur, Jflitttary 19, 1878* 

2 ,0001, sterling* 
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Several Greok merdmnt-steamers. are, I urn told, ordered to hold themndm at the 

di9r °?h 0 °k^ a warlike policy. AH officers on Turl^h have received 

orders to join their respective corps. 


No. 14«. 

Sit A . Paget to the Earl of Berhj ^{Received January £0 + ) 

fTVIekzratdiic \ Rome, Jmmry 19, 1378. 

^ ' THE King proceeded to Payment id state to-day and took the oath to the Cort*to 
tution ■ after 4U the Senator and Duties took the oath o alle~ Ite M^ty 
tlcri addressed a speech to Parliament, Which w*s enthusiastic^ b received. 'I he Queen 
was in a tribune. The reception of their Matties was roost cordial. 


No. 160. 


Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.—{Received JamUtry - *- M *> 

{xebaTapiio.') jp^nffnojP^ January 20, 1878,11*30 a.m* 

T HAVE received followiifc two telegrams from Consul Elunt, dated yesterday:- ■ 
Ymi, 4 w Adriomonlo nut yet occupied. Town quiet. 1 urkish population \ ery 

steady, Christians arriving. Russians at Mnstaphft Pasha. Signs that they are taking 
southerly direction ” 


Second 10 p.Mv— “ Town continues quiet. Fasso Eflendi bus been appointed Acting 
Governor. Is authorized to form police corps. It will be composed of 100 Ctatmw, 
50 Turks, jfl Armenians, and 2fi Jews. He will disarm the population* and m doing in 
best to prevent pillaging and disturbance^ No news received from town. Deputies sent 
yesterday afternoon to meet the Russians. 


No, 15L 

The Earl of Derby to Lard A* Loft us, 

fTelejmohic ) Office, Jtttwflry 20, 1878, IftSO f.m, 

' MR. LAYARD telegraphs that the whole of the Mahoramed&n population is flying 
before the Ru^i^ta* and some hundred thousand women and children arc in the open 
holds dying of hunger and cold . 

Porte asks Her Majesty s Government, in the namc ol humomly, to induce im 
Russians to give some assurance, to the form of a Proclamation, guarantee] ig the Mussul¬ 
mans protection to their lives and honour, .. . * .* 

Make a suitable replantation without delay to the_Eni[W for the sake of the 
general population, Christian and Mahoinedun, of the districts affected. 


No. 152. 

The Earl of Derby to Lord A. Loftua. 

M^Lnrd Foreign Office, January 20, 187B. 

I HAVE received a telegraphic despatch from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Cort- 
staniinopie, reporting that the entire Mussulman population dying before the Russia; 
foreh and that womai and' children, to the number of about lG&.OOO,^ dying of cold 

irnd starvation In Ihe oiK- l o tiel de- , _ . ' , . P 

The Turkish Government have requested Her Majesty a Government, m the name of 
humanity to induce the Russians to give some assurance, to (tie form of a Proclamation, 
guaranteeing that protection will he afforded to the lived, und honour to the Mussulman 
population. 


81 


I have therefore to instruct your Evec-Ueucy to Iqgg nc> time to making a suitable 
representation to the EinpcroT, for the sake of the inhabitants, both Christian apd Mussul¬ 
man, of the districts affected* j ^ 

(Signed) DERBY, 


No. 153. 

Lori A. Loftus to the E«rl of Derby.—{Rtccmd January SI.) 

«Va S(. Prfersiurji, January .IS, 1876. 

■' I HAVE the honour to indose to your Lordship herewith copy ofthe reply of 
M de Gifra to mv note of the 4th instant on the casualties caused in the hospital at 
Riistehuk in consequence of the foe of the Russian batteries directed at that hulling. 

MJe S i explanatory of t!ie incident referred to, quotes a telegram from the 
Grand Duke Commander-in-chief, dated January 3, in which it is stated that a shot bring 
food from the Russian battery passed over the Turkish battalions and iiceidentn ly str«- 
~ house over which the Red Crescent dag was flying, and adjust wtodi the artillery firo 
■vis never directed. Suddenly, however, several hundred soldiers armed were peree.red 
coming-out of that house. Doing thus convinced of the fact that the Turks placed thoir 
1.3s under the protection of the Red Crescent, the Russian batter.es of G.urgevo again 
dieted, on the following day, their batteries against this bouse and against that of the 

QusTT^mcidont ^ obaeJvea M . de Giers, "is thin explained by the abuse by 

tl>p Turks of the Convention of Geneva ." . , 

M. de Giers cimduilea by slating that he feels it his duty to arid tlmt the Imperial 
iflftwmiflndersffu-chkf hove given the strictest orders to respect the Ottoman Sanitary flag* 
but that these orders can only be rigorously observed if the enemy does not abuse it for 
the purpose of concealing their military operations, and ol placing their troops under 

shelter from danger. j &c 

(Signed) AUGUSTUS LOFTUS, 


luclosure irt No. 168. 


M, de Giers to Lord A. Loftus. 


.. ,, A . r SL Peiershourgy te 

'■ J*AI 1'honneur de recevoir la note de vow Excellence cu dale do 'jJ^W 

En rdponsc it cctto comnrunieutitm ja m’emprasse .1 attircr votre attefoion aur 
tiitegraninie officielle de Monsieur 

ua yubii^ nnr fof? louruaux, ct dont ime partie sc rappora T1 .,. # „ v 

boioiiarduioeni do Ronstchouh aignakS par votre lixcellonce. C ® 

+npltoniehl “saohant cue' I'enncmi devmt biontfit remonter la ohauBs^t. - ■ 

InttSo. lTpcWdUnce see canons sur cot elidroit. Ursqua la eohmuc reinor. a 
Lhb ehausafe on fit feu d’un canon dont l’obus paesa par deeans lea at 

attcignit par hwid one maison sur laqualla flottot w dropcai. du Cro s^ Roo^ 
contri Jaliuelle on nc bocait ordiimireiuent dc 1 ou t _u cou . o i at 

e'diancerSe. cctlc uuuson pSuaieurs ceuttdnes de 

SUSsZSfiiSSSS *, ~~A i«« 

- »» ,» mem * *■ c "*“* 

*>£ t3S5®iS*fSk» «—* — 

’“■utSiriS?-. me, w emmm mmrnM mmm 

les ordrea las plus advbres [wur faire respecter par nos troupes le ‘ lra P“ n ™ ,1 ““^ I “^. 
nan mal .me CCS rteka nt sauraient Ct.c rigoureusemeot observes qoe »i lennemt 


man, mm quo 


I. H . ..I ,1,JiffijiiiK i& diklifEUkb rnheiUt Hid men wtru 

* h muU bane Iwcii » JtiULUcfl qf two nuk*i en« tlJOT-uSor-ta ULEWhit h 

ftf fCIOtl or noU Y 
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nVn abuse pas pour cacher ees operations militaires et mettle seg troupes actives A Fftbri 
du danger. 

Veuillez, See, 

(Signd) 


No, 1^4* 

Lord Oflifl Russell to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 21*) 

(No, 40. Secret.) 

My Lord, Berlin, January 19, 1878, 

1 HAVE been informed upon good authority that the Russian Government have 
quite lately dispatched a special Agent to Messrs, Krupp at Essen with a large order for 
cannon. 

This i$ the third or fourth time during the last six months that an Agent has been 
sent to Messrs, Krupp for the same purpose, 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) ODD RUSSELL, 


No, 155. 

Server Pasha to Musurus Pasha.^Cmiaiunmtcd to the Earl of Derby by Muxurns Pasha s 

January 21 .) 

(TYIggrapbique.) Constantinople, le 20 JmvUr f 1878. 

LA eavakrie Russe csL entire aujourd'hui if Andrinopk. Dans b era into dhme 
repetition des massacres d’Eaki-SSubm, nos mallicurauses populations fuionl devnnt 
T invasion de Tcmiemi et viennem ag rtfugicr en masse k Constantinople. Ces families 
abandonnent aicsi leurs biems et lours foyers, et n'emigrenfc duns la capitals quo pour 
sauver leur vie et bur honuetir. La miriue qui eutoure ces refbgida cst cllrayuute, Tons 
lea efforts sent bits pour sccourir ces malheureux qiTunc simple assurance centre k retour 
des denucres atrocites annul pourtant soil! pour retenir chcz cux. 


Na. ISO. 

Mr. Laytird to the Earl of Derby.—{Received January 31.) 

(No. 87.) 

(Telegraphic.) January 20 a 1878- 

I AM informed that COO Cossacks entered AdrEanople today- 


No. 157. 

Mr, Luuard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 21.) 

mo. 88.) 

(Telegraphic.) Comtantimpte, January 20, 1878, 

CONSUL GREEN telegraphs that yesterday Du Id g no fell kilo the hands of the 
Montenegrins, who will now probably operate against Scutari, 


No. 158. 


A/r, Layard to the Earl of Derby.—{Received January 21,) 

(No, SO.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cwirtfiii^wpk, /flat#™ 20, 1878, 

CAPTAIN PIPE telegraphs from Keshan:—“ No aewa of Snleimuti Psiaha, It m 
freezing, but there is no snow. Travelling everywhere possible, but progress slow." 




(No. 90.) 

(Telegraphic.) Onstantinopfc, January 20, 1878. 

COUNT ZICliY Informs me that ho has learnt, from a trustworthy source, that 
General Gourko is marching upon Gallipoli. 


No. 160, 

Mr. iVynrfham to the Earl of Da ly.—(Received January 21.) 

(Telegraphic.) Athens^ January 20, 1878. 

£ AM informed that the officer mentioned in my telegram of yesterday has been 
arrested by the Greek authorities. 

To-day’s newspaper report that an insurrection has broken out in Thessaly, 

Sent to Constantinople. 


No, 161- 

The Earl of Derby to Mr . Layard, 

{No. 78.) 

Sir, Forehjn Office, January 21, 1878. 

THE Turkish Ambassador called upon me yesterday, f&d communicated to me the 
telegram, of which 1 inclose a copy,* requesting Her Majesty's Government to make 
energetic representations to the Greek Government with the view of preventing them 
from, taking action against Turkey. 

1 told Musurus Pasha, in reply, that for months past Her Majittty’a Government had 
done nil in their power to impress upon the Cabinet of Athens the expediency of a pacific 
policy towards Turkey. If there were arty reason to suppose that fresh representations in 
this sense could be usefully made 1 should be ready to make them, hut 1 saw no practical 
advantage in. the continued repetition of the same language. The Government of Greece 
were well acquainted with the views of JTer Majesty's Government ou the subject,, and I 
knew of no new argument that could be urged at this moment to render our advice more 
effective. 

1 am, &o. 

(Signed) DERBY, 


No. 162. 

Earl of Derby to Lord A Loftus, 

(No. 42.) 

My Lord, Ofe January 21, 1878. 

1 APPROVE the note addressed by your Excellency to M, do Giere, copy of which 
Is inclosed in your despatch No. 28 of the Sth instant, relative to t he direction of tin* lire 
of the Russian artillery on the hospital at Rustchuk. 

I am, &o, 

(Signed) DERBY. 


No. 163. 

Berber Pasha to Mutant# Pasha „■—(Coma mica ted to the Eart of Derby by Muslims Pasha 9 

January 22,) 

(Tdltfgraphique,) Constantinople, U 19 Janvier, 1678- 

JE vous transmets ■cLaprfeB xm tdlogremme da notre M bistre & Athfcnes, En com- 
tm ini quant k cord mm de ee ti^gramme h Lord Derby, votre Excellence voudrn bien prior 
sa Scignuurie, au nom do la Sublime Porte, do fairu das clommrchcs dncrgiquea aupriH du 

* No. m. 
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Cabinet tT Athitacs en tup de I’cmpgcbcr d’cfitreprcFidre line action contre to Couvcrno* 
ment Imperial. 

Voici lo telegram me do PhatiedesBey:— 

“ Be tous edt& on me eigne k? une activity iuqui^iante deploy do par le Gouvemement 
HeU&iunte ct fiiisant prdvoir one action immediate, Dcs mouvements do troupes out. lieu 
depots deux jours, nyant pour object!f nos fronli&rca. La. Compagnie de Navigation b 
Vapeur HeMnique a recu I'ortlre de tonir prfits tons eca b&timunte pour tea inetLre a la 
disposition du Gouvemement. J’npprende, eu outre, qn$ *1'Omooiu/ bateau de ta 
Cumpognie susmenti amide, est parti do Syra la nuit pass^e pour Chalcig, cfoil il se dings- 
raft vets les c6tea do In TbeBsalie pour y ddbarqm-r des munitions de guerre/* 


No. 1C4. 

Mr* h&yard to the EarI of Derby,—(Received January 22.) 

(No, 93.) 

(Telegraphic*) January 21* 167B. 

SHOULD the Russians, as appears not impossible, lake possession of Gallipoli and 
the Dardanelles, our communication with Europe and the fleet may'be entirely out off. I 
hould be glad of your instructions should this happen. Count vdiohj has telegraphed In 
the Same sense to bia Government. 


No* 165. 


Mr. 1 Layard to the Earl of Derby ^ —(Jicceii?ecZ January 22.) 

(No, 94.) 

(Telegraphic,) CEwistaiffinojjle* January £1, 187B. 

FOLLOWING telegram has been received from Vice-Consul at Gallipoli, dated 
to*day :— 

u Governor informed that Eusaians are marching on Dardanelles, and that artillerymen 
are coming from Dardanelles to defend fortifications of BukVr, whore there are now 300 
soldiers, and 60 gum j orders received to defend place with aid of population, who are 
unarmed. Turkish families emigrating to Asia* Consuls advised Governor.to stop emigra¬ 
tion, Eio as to prevent eventual disorders, but Turks leaving, fearing that on account of 
resistance Russians will consider them as Bashi-Bazooka, 11 


No. 160. 

Sir A. ifucAontm to the Earl of Derby*—{Received January 122*} 

(Telegraphic.) Ftmnay JfftttHtfy 21, I8F8. 

FROM what I hear it seems probable that the Russians arc proceeding to Constanti¬ 
nople or Gdhpoll. 


No, 167. 

Lord A. Loftua to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 22.) 

(Telegraphic..) St. Petersburyk, January $l t 1878. 

I HAVE addressed a note to Prince Gortchfikow, m instructed by your telegram of 
yesterday, urging immediate measures to arrest panic among Turkish population flying 
before the Russian armies, suggesting issue of u Proclamation. 
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No, 168. 

Mr. iVyndham to the Earl of Derby,—(Received January 21.) 

(Telegraphic j " Athene* January 21, 1378* 

I HAVE given M, Trieoupi substance of your telegram of to-day*' He says that 
he will -submit it this afternoon to a Cabinet Council, but that ns there is & Ministerial 
crisis he can give me tto answer to-day. 

I hope to see him again to-morrow. 


No* 169. 

Mr, Wyndham to the Bari of Derby.— (Received January 22.) 

^Telegraphic.) Athene, January 21, 1878J 

.SOME troops left Athens yesterday for Sarnia ; more artillery are I am told to start 
to-morrow. 

Thu state of affairs is very critical. 

8ent to Constantinople. 


No. 170. 

Mr. Layard to the Ear! of Derby ,—(fiectftoed January 22.) 

Cbfts/fmfmopfc, January 22, 1078, 


(No, 96.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

VICE-CONSUL at Dardanelles telegraphs:— 

“Authorities beginning to enrol CnmtSims for military service at Gallipoli lines of 
defence. Resistance to enrolment h probable, and troubles are apprehended/ 1 


No. 171* 

The Earl of Derby to Mr, Layard. 

(Telegraphic*) Fomujn Office* January 23, 1878, 2 J 40 f,m, 

IT would be desirable that Her Majesty‘s Government should have early ami authentic 
information m to any movement* of the ttusaiana in llie direction of Gallipoli. The Viee- 
Consulntes at Enos, Gallipoli j and Rodosto might procure such intelligence by sending 
persons in tho direction in which the Russian advance is likely to take place. 

If you think it advisable you may authorize them to incur the necessary expenditure 
for the purpose. 


No, 172. 

Mr, Layard to the Ear! id" Derby. —(jfac&taod January 23.) 

(No. :m 

My Lord, Cbiirtflutfnoji|e, January 10, 1878, 

I HAVE the honour to indose an important article from the "U'urtjwle," a semi* 
official journal, regarding the present state of affairs in Turkey, and her relations with the 
European Powers* Your Lordship will recollect that some time ago I informed your 
Lordship (in my despatch No. 1472, Confidential, of the 12th December), that some 
influent!si persons at tho Porte were of opinion that if Turkey, abandoned by Europe, 
were compelled to conclude a pence alone with Russia, tin attempt should be mado to get 
rid of the capitulations, and that tueutta might be found to induce Russia to agree to their 
abolition. This idea is reproduced hi the inclosed article, and advocated with considerable 
ability, 

I have, (ko* 

(Signed) A, H. LAYARD* 


(T8G) 


% 


• JtojHUiling Nfl. H7, 
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In closure in No* 112, 


Extract from ft La Turquie n of January 10, 1818. 


L'AimteriCB.—LTudiiTcreiicc uvec kquellc 1'Europe n accueflli la guerre nvec la 
lluE-sie fait a la Turquie, mpFdrence qui se omnifesk aujourd'hui d r «ne %on encore plus 
tfclatantc, devoit par une consequence naturdJe determiner h pays & s’entendre dirademont 
avee |on propre ennetm. 

Mais avant d’en venir A Cette resolution extreme, la Sublime Porte, fidAle aux dis¬ 
positions tin Traits clc Paris quklle croyait toujours en viguuur, mnlgrd la guerre, a eru 
devoir laire m\ dernier appel aux signatures de cet Acte International. 

Cut tippel franc et loyal iVa pas eu hi vertu do decider f Europe u sortir du syfitAme 
^impassibility dans lequel elltr s r est jrenferrm* dfcs le ddbut do la crisc Orientals. 

Abtindoontfo par ses amis et par see &1II&, qui lut out refusd jusqu’A lour cooccurs 
moral, dans lea ctrconstimees critiques qu'elk vsent de traverser. In Trirquie nc pouvait 
pkisi hdsiier a adopter la lignc tic conduitc que lui tra^aient sea propres Me 

ntsgocic eu ce moment m armistice, el- si 1' Europe continue tl^fTecter b son dgard te itt&mc 
Indifference, elle sera nat incitement tfmeftfe b skntendre dirafctement avec la Russte sur 
les conditions do la paix future, mm sc soucicr d&vantage des iuterfite ct dcs convenances 
deg i,nitres PuiEanncEr& qui out signd le Traill tie Pans ct qu’elles laissent ternber elks- 
mfimefi cn desuetude avee une resignation si Chr£tiennc, 

C p wt pour avoir fait pendant viugt ans de b politique elrangAre, et avoir complete- 
mctit tkglig^ son adminktration intdrieure, qnc la Turquie dtdit couskldree gdndralcmeni; 
com me un corps malarfe dont PEtumpe sYtait arrogd lo droit do rdgkr les mouvemunts, 
AujourdHiui que ce pays a prouvd ua vitality, rien n’cntjpfcho lea Liomtutrs A qui le Sultan 
ft eonfid b direction des affaires do PEtat do rompre avee ees roalheutcusea traditions du 
passd, de vouer tons leura dFortfi nu devcloppement dts nouvoUe&ioslitutionfi Parkmentaires, 
ct do r&rgnuiser I'administration jg^ii^mlE.- do fn^on b rendre I'Empire fort k Hntdrkur et 
respeetd S Fcxtyricur. 


Maia, avant tout, iE import# qu’unc puix assise surdes bases plus durables soit conclue 
entre tes deux Puiasajaccs vobines: une pais juste ct dquitabk qui no laisse plus subeister, 
dune fa venk, des germes de discord a entre Parties Coutractente&. 

Les rdutions des deux pays, ainsi rdtalilies sur le pied ou dies &e trouvaient avant le 
Traltd de 1856, chactm d f enx pourrn sc consacrer paisiblomont i\ faniylioration do s-ou 
administration intyrioure, qui formo Tdldinent constitutif de La grandeur et de la prosperity 
dea Etats dviiises. 

Quelqufes considyrftbloB quo sqiout les saerifim imiUMsds h la Turquie par cetlc guerre 
qu’cllo iib point provoquck, elk poas^do encore dcs ressources morales ot materielks 
jusseK grandes pour so I'dgynerer et sblcver au niveau dos Etats les plus civilet ics 
plus pUlBSaLltCH, 

Quant mx rapports quo la Turquie sera appeke ii entretenir cunuite avec les auitrea 
Puissances, LLh devroiU fttre dyterroinya exdusivcmedt par les prsEicipes du droit inter- 
national. Les exceptions dont dies out joui jusqub present eesseront par ccla seul que te 
regime Parlementuire s'appliqucra b aindiorer toutes les brandies de I'flidmmbtration, ct 
particalidement ccLle de 3a justice, ne sfiurait phia tokrer t\ eflte dts lui lt-s autres juridic- 
lions etamg^rcs qui s'exercenl. cn vertu ctoa. CupiLulaiions et qui constituent une vyritablu 
anernaUe. En uu toot, la question d'Orient que fEurope avait prise en main depute 185'i, 
ct (ju'clle a yty impuitaantc i r&oudre, ne sera plus tie son dotmtine* C'cst it b Turquie 
quTl appartkndm deeormois de k tranches ddftmtivment. 

Ira Kituution almi rldfinic, les Puissances signataires du Traitd de Paris ukurotit plus 
it sc pre?nccuper rk questions dont cites se sent compldtemcnt dyiBmtyrcssdes depuis tlcux 
Elks skccupcront de leura aft'nircs parliculiiires, do siulme cjiic k Turquie skccupcra 
des dennes* 


Lktut dinferiority rbms kquel 1'Europe fte [ibrisait ii tenir fEmpire OHoman jusqua 
piyscnt, grAcc mi systemc do couce&sioiift duns lequd etait entree te politique du pays, 
disparattra h. jamais pear faira place it une politique rdollemcnt natiemflle et dont k bus 
cs&entieile sera la reorganisation fond&mentak de ratbuin in t ration, et, com me consyqueucc 
ii[i lu relic, Ikxdufion de toute ingdrence 6trang&re duns nos afFnirog. 

L<>in done de so pbiudre de IkUitude dea Puissances b son egard, b Turquie dovralt, 
an cent rake, klieitcr, puree qu'il lui a M domid de se con value ra do ect ax i 5 me, null 
but avant tout compter aur ecs pmpros forces et noil mur I'appui venant de fdtranger. 

Ckst au ddveloppemeiii de ces forces ijue Les boimne^ qui sent uu pouvoir ot lea 
rcprcjumbmts de te nation doivent vouertimtp leur sdlicitudo s ! ils vcuknt quo te Turtjuiu 
soLt praupire b fintdrieur et ic base netspecter A Ikxtdrkur coimnc Grande Puissance, 
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Le droit d'avoir une pkco honorabk ’ dans le concert Eiiropden no skcquierl pas par 
des TraUys, mala par les progrfis moraux ct mstdriels qukine nation realise chess olle. 
LaTmyjuk vicnL dkn fuire k tn&to expdnence, Cette k^ron lui servira* 

EHe avait dtfc admke par k Traits de Paris A faire psrtic du concert Euiop£cii; les 
PuissLiiices signatures de ce Traits dtaient allift* meinc jusqu’il Lui gamntir son integrity 
territonale et A prendre l'engagement Ibrmct de lie point ^itnmiseer dans son, nduiidistration 
intyrieurc, 

Qukst-il ai-rivd? 

Ce Traits a £t6 vbk des Icffidbut paries Puissances tn ernes qui fontsigne, etaujourd'hni 
el les le kissent d6chtryr enti^rement. 

Quelle en e&t k raison ? 

C'e&t qua ia I'urquie a cu ksimplicity do croiiu quo matgrd ks infractions cloiu il ctait 
Tobjot, cc Traitd la mettalt h Ikbrl tie tout danger, et cpi'ette pouvait [kgliger impairment 
hi rdorgrtuisation de son administration intdrieni'C. 

Elk skst ttomp^G en ay nut Fair tie vouloii' i romper les autres. Ellc ne te voiL quo 
trop mmntenint. 

11 iiuporie done de sparer cctte kulc jircsquc impardonnable* 

Le moment est on nc peut plus propice pour ccla. 

L'Empirc Oitoman pos&kic un Souveram pkin de bonne volonle ct de patviotisme, 
dont la scuk ambition est dc rendre boureux tes pcupies places sous son sceptre, Ira 
Gharte tm’il a octroydo an pays en est une demonstration ddatante, 

II tldpend des hommes qui sunt A la ccte des afFairca de rcstituer A In Txasquie le rang 
qui lui rcviont parmi les G™tides Puissances on appliqwt fi dele merit et dans toutu son 
ytonduc la Cliarte d'Abd-ul-Hamid, qui est settle capable d'a&surer un brilkdt avenir a 
fEmpire des Sultans, 


No. 173. 

Mr* Layard io tkr Bail of Derby.—[Received Junuury 23.) 

(No. d4. Confidential,) 

My Lord, Conatfirithiopic, January 11, 1878. 

IT appeara that Mahmoud Dnniut Rxsha, who, os I have informed your Lordship, 
had resigned in consequence of the vote of tho Ghamber conveying a censure upon the 
Ministers for their management of the war, has been requested by the Sultan to retain Ins 
office of Grand Master of the Artillery tor the present, and Lias been sent to inspect and 
report upon the condition of the Hues of Buyuk-Tchekmedji, I understand, however, 
that it is the intention of His Majesty to dispense wit.li Mahmoud Da mat Pasha’s servicea 
altogetSier before long, 

1 liRvn 

(Signed) ' A, IL LAYARD. 


No. 174, 

Mr, Layard to the Bart of Derby ,—{Received January 23.) 

(No, -15. ConiidentiaL) 

My Lord, Cpiwtantmopik, January It, 1.878. 

I AM informed from a trustworthy source that it. k iLe intention of the Khedive to 
rake tho auxiliary force now in Turkey in Europe to 30*000 or 35,000 men* and that 
Prince Hus*an has received orders from His Highness not to obey any instructions,, should 
they even come from the Sultmi himself, respecting the disposition uf the troops under his 
coiamuml, and lo keep them eoncentrated in one place. 

I have, &c„ 

(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 
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No. 175. 

Sandmth to the Earl of Derby,—{Received January 28.) 

(No. I. Political.) 

My Lord. Cgjich, Crete, Jtmmry 6* 1878. 

IT appears that when the Comtmtsiopera arrived here, now nearly a fortnight, ago, 
instructions were given to the Mutessarif of Sphakia to cdpraunicate the fact to the 
inhabitants of his district. This he did by summoning several lending men among them 
to his presence, and acquainting them with the objects of Coataki Pasha's mission. When 
the latter arrived at the Mute^arifs head-quarters a few days afterwards, he was die- 
op pomted at finding that the influential inhabitants held aloof, and when the well-known 
Chiefs, Koatoms and Gogoni* were specially invited to appear, they sent to say that ail 
power to treat with the Commissioners had passed from their hands, and had been delegated 
to the Committee, ft was thus apparent that the object in view was to induce the 
CoTumigsioiierB to treat with the Committee as with a legally-constituted body, and this 
they were not prepared to do ; so that, finding their continued presence at Vnmos served 
no useful purpose, they returned to Catica to deliberate on their future action. Thu 
beginmng of the negotiations baa thus been unfortunate, and l cannot but think that a 
mistake was committed in the first instance by the Vfdi neglecting to give publicity to the 
mission of Costeki Pasha by an authoritative Proclamation. This feeling, at my rate, 
hm beep pretty generally expressed by the Christians themselves, I And that Coataki 
Pnshri himself is quite hopeful of succeeding in his mission, and his Excellency tells me 
that lie proposes to return to Opokorona in n few days, and that be and his colleague are 
prepared to go to any place where the Christian Delegates lately elected may happen to be, 
and to disci]s$. with them the question of their demands, without, however, considering 
them as qualified to deal finally with it. For this purpose, it would bes necessary, bis 
Excellency thinks, shortly to convoke the General Assembly (which, in ordinary circum¬ 
stances, meets in May), in order, if possible, to bring about a consensus of opinion between 
the representatives of the two rival communkkf. 

For the purpose of furthering the desire of Costaki Poslrn to get speech, with the 
Christian Delegates, who form u sort, of consultative body of the original Committee, 3 
have induced a certain Dr- Aggelides, who is much respected by them, to be the bearer of 
a letter written by Mr, VipeHuonsul Mostzzo, requesting three or four of those Delegates 
to come into town to confer with Cos Inks Pasha previously to bis Excellency visiting them; 
and oti the solemn assurances of Costaki Pasha that their persons would be respected, 
Air, Moimo has told ihem that they have no cause to fear fur their personal safety, I am 
in daily expectation of seeing these Delegates, appear* 1 believe it is their intention to 
demand the release from imprisonment of ike ex-Deputy Argyraki before consenting to 
treat with the Commission, and Costaki PaetfA thinks that he will be aE>lu to satisfy them 
on this point. 

Although it hitch has thus appeared ai the outset of the proceedings, Costaki Past]a 
appears sanguine of a favourable result, and he founds his hopes on the evident desire of 
the majority of the Christians of every district, except perhaps in aphakia, to come to 
some agreement with the Mussulmans nuker thou fare lhe terrible alternative of civil war, 
This feeling, to the reality of which I can bear testimony, furnishes, indeed, a solid foun- 
[.hiiionof hope ■ but l cannot disguise from myself that the strung disinclination of the 
Mussulmans lo yield to the pretensions of the Christians is calculated to mar the prospects, 
of a compromise j and this not so much because the Mussulmans could be made to yield, 
but because the local authorities sympathise too wmmly with their feelings to be willing 
To force them to yield. Meanwhile valuable time is being lost, and the seeds of disorder 
which are being sown every day arc placing in jeopardy the only hope that remains of 
avoiding the manifold horrors of a religious war* 

While l write. Dr. Aggelidis has returned from Apokorona, He brings a letter in 
answer to that of the Vice-Consul, signed by certain of the newly-elected Delegates, tti 
which they stute that, in the face of the illegal arrest of the ex-Deputy Argyraki, they can 
no longer trust their persons within the reach of the Ottoman authorities. They add that 
they would bo perfectly roily to treat with the Commissioners if they were acquainted 
with rbe extern of their powers., or even assured of their authority; for that, contrary to 
custom in such cases, their arrival had not been announced by a general Proclamation/nor 
their credentials exhibited, 

Ccstaki Pasha and bis colleague intend, they inform me, to issue a Proclamation 
wkhoul delay, and'then lo start for the country u second time, 

Certain members of Uie Commuteo write a letter to me begging me to solicit Her 


Majesty’s Embassy to obtain the release of Argyraki. The Committee now employs an 
an, official seal with the words “The General Assembly of the Cretans. 

1 have, &c, 

(Signed) THOMAS B. SANDWITH. 


No* 176* 

Consul Siindwik to the Earl of Dwby.~(Rw0ed January 23*) 

(No* % Political*) 

My Lord, Caned* Cfate* January 7, 187$. 

IN my despatch No. 88 of the 3lst ultimo, I had the honour to state that the Vail 
of Crete, Samih Pasha, had suddenly gone to Ecthyma, which town seems to have been, 
since his Excellency^ return, the scene of .some commotion* Mr, TrifiUvthe Consular 
Agent, informs me that the Christians were thrown into it state of alarm in consequence 
or the numbers of armed Mussulmans who thronged the streets, and who had just brought 
in their families from the country. The Christians of the surrounding villages, who seem 
with even Sees cause to have caught the contagion of fear, also sought permission to enter, 
which, accord Eng to Mr, Tiifilli, was accorded them by the Valj; but when a number 
of them presented themselves at the gate, seeking admission, the Mussulman mob, armed 
as they were* set upon them and drove them away, crying out r " It is the people which 
rules here, not the Government. 1 * Mr.Trifilli, who, with bis dragoman, was an eye-witness 
of the scene, was in his turn attacked, and obliged io take refuge in ft neighbouring bouse. 
Ttus occurred a few hours after the Vail's departure, and rite following day Her Majesty's 
ship M Rupert" arrived. The Muiessarif Pasha called on Mr* Trifilli to express his regret at 
what had occurred, and iofioriged him ill at two of those who had pursued him were 
already in custody. The Consular Agent has very properly demanded satisfaction and the 
punishment ofhi» assailants, but he has little hope that the Governor, who b tends in awe 
of the Moslem populace, will bug retain the men in prison. As soon as 1 was made 
aware of ihe occurrence 1 called on Samih Pasha, and urged on hie Excellency the 
necessity of making an example of the ringleaders of the attack on Mr, Trifilli, he other- 
wise that gentleman's life would not be safe. His Excellency has promised me satisfaction, 
and I believe would willingly give it h but he is prone to yield ten readily to the opposition 
which a resolute act would be sure to encounter* The attack on the Consular Agent has 
been acknowledged and apologized for* hut under present circumstances the severe pu 
ment of the offenders seams colled for* 

The news of the excitement In Rethymo was followed in a day or two by the intelli¬ 
gence that similar scenes were occurring in Can din. Telegrams were received by all my 
colleagues to the effect that the Moslem a in that region too were abandoning their homes, 
and that the Christ ions were completely cowed by the number# of armed men in the 
streets. Mr. Vice-Consul Cnlocherlno Eiad informed me a few days before that the 
Mnhommedan peasantry were bringing In their household stuff from several villages, 
which lie justly considered a most uncaltedffor proceeding* inasmuch its there was not the 
slightest disposition apparent on the part of the Christians to attack the Mussulmans, nor 
have any gatherings occurred there such m have been witnessed here. The Vice-Consul 
farther informed me that three Christian peasants had been Fwurdered would blood by a 
party of Moslems* who had cut off the nose and ears of one of their victims, whose 
relations refused Lo bury him till the act had been testified to by the local authorities. 1 
brought these tilings at once to the notice of Samih Pasha, who professed to know nothing 
of them, but his Excellency* nevertheless, started early the following morning for Ctmdfe, 
and baa not yet returned. 

In tins part of Ihe island matters do not wear a mere promising aspect. The Vali* 
who lit first offered a strenuous opposition te the entry of the Mahotnmedan peasantry 
into the town, has at length withdrawn it, and even sent the Ottoman iron-clad 
Orchanie" and a corvette to bring away their families from Selina* Those vessels landed 
a few days ago at Surta Bay t?*0CK) women and children, who have been distributed for thr 
must part in the country house# and forms of the local Mubominedan gantry who own the 
grenter part of the plain of Cttncn. In Sell no the Christians exhausted every expedient to 
convince their Moslem neighbours that they harboured no evil designs against them, even 
offering to place the children ot several of their leading men as hostages in their hands. 

There etm he little doubt that some sinister influence# have been at work in Crniea, as 
well as in Hethymo and Canditt, to have brought about bo general a flight of the Moftfetnn 
to tho garrison towns, it is true that there is the presence of Use Committee in 
1ISU} 3 A 












Apokorontq ami the landing of three or four Chiefs, with a few followers, which maybe 
pointed to as account,mg to some extent for their fears, but no acts of violence have been 
committed of a nature to justify a panic. Moslem intrigues were known to have been set 
on foot lust autumn, both hero and in Rcthymo, to incite the peasants to quit their homes, 
and similar methods have probably again been used for the same deliberate purpose. 
Constant etniununiculioiis are known to he kept up by a clique of Mussulmans here with 
others in Hethyrao and Onndia, and it is surmised that these persons would willingly 
provoke m insurrection in the island, in the expectation of it* resulting in the complete 
ruin of the Christians, who, hemmed in among the mountains, would, they think, econ be 
starved into submission. 

The presence of so many armed peasants in this neighbourhood, without occupation 
or means of livelihood, is producing its natural consequences. The roads are no longer 
wife for Christiana, who fear to enter the town singly, as formerly, but come in in little 
parties for mutual protection. The Christians of the district of Rcthymo, refused an 
entrance into the town, are removing their effects to the mountains, and the Christian 
vullages round here are likewise being abandoned by their inhabitants, who seek shelter in 
Lakes and other mountain villages, In Lakes no guptieba now venture to show them- 
Melvca, and the people have appointed a police of their own. 

Although during the flight of the Moslem pcaeuntry, which took place in the summer, 
no harm was done to their property in their absence, n danger exists lost the Christians 
may no huger excise the same self-restraint when they sec their brethren maltreated 
here, and even murdered with circumstances of cruelty, as in the instance near Cendia. 
1 have just been informed by the Monavln of Selina that the Mabommcdant had scarcely 
abandoned their houses in that district before the zaptiehs began to pillage them, and they 
were soon joined in the work by Modems of a low dim. This testimony has been 
confirmed by a Mussulman oil-merchant who was present, and who declares that no 
Christians took part in the work of pillage. The rations of the zaptiebs having just been 
reduced from 33 to 22 ounces of dry bread u-day, it Is no wonder that, half starved and 
unpaid, ltils long-suffering body of men should have at last broken through the restraints 
of discipline, 

1 learn that the visit of Her Majesty's ship “ Rupert'' to Rcthymo, and subsequently 
to Candia, had a tranquillizing effect on the timid ChrieLianB of those towns, and it seems 
to rue desirable for n man-of-war to be now stationed in Suda Ray in case of any sudden 
disturbance arising in any part of the island, 

I have Sec. 

(Signed) THOMAS R. SAND WITH, 


No. m. 

OmuhI Rkkelts to the. Eart of Derby,—‘(Received January 23.) 

(No, 2, Dccypher.) 

My Lord, Ttjlis, January 11, 1878. 

FOURTEEN officers gone from tide to Fcreia. Movement against But on in continu¬ 
ing. In the hospitals of which I have an account are B^OO wounded and 15,000 sick 
Muscovite soldiers. I expect further returns in a short time. Total Invalids not less 
than 30,000. Turkish troops suffering from fever, 5,000. Recruits coming daily, 

I have* &c. 

(Signed) G. T, RICKETTS. 


No. 178* 

Ctoitfid Rickets to the Burl qf Derby.-^{Rewtied January 23.) 

(No. 3, Decypher.) 

My Lord, Jitntwry 11, 1873, 

MAP has been made for Government of St. burgh, including Erzerouni and 
Bnjazct, and excluding Bntoum, North of Persia being surveyed by Russian officers. 
Another division on road to this place, 

I have. &e. 

(Signed) G. T, RICKETTS. 
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No. 179. 

Mr, Ersfcne to the Earl of Derby.^{Received January 23.) 

My Lord, Siocfe/kdiWj January 18, 1878. 

FOR the last few days the Stockholm papers have been discussing n statement which 
seems to have originated with the u Pall Mall Gazette/* bat to have been subsequently 
repeated and adopted by a St, Fetcrsburgh journal called the Harold/ to the c fleet that 
Russia was seeking to induce the other Baltic States In join her in constituting the Baltic 
a mure cfuKwni in 90 far as other maritime States arc concerned. 

1 should not have thought it nectary to trouble your Lordship about so preposterous 
H statement hud 1 not observed that it appears to have been very generally mentioned in 
foreign papers as n plan having souse fieri tm& foundation, , 

1 hare therefore made inquiry here, and awi assured on the best authority that, m bo 
far as this country and Denmark are Concerned, there is not the least foundation for the 

story. * 

It* 1 I am not mistaken, the idea of excluding the navies of all non-littorsd States from 
the Baltic was first seriously noticed about a year ago in the n Revue des Deux Maudes,"> 
but It was then attributed to the German Government, and bad all the appearance of one 
of those mischievous fabrications to which the French press so frequently have recourse 
for the purpose of injuring Germany with foreign Powers. 

lathe present instance, however, the paternity'of the scheme Is, I believe, assigned 
to Russia. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) E. M* ERSKINE* 


No. 180. 


Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby. ^[Received January 23.) 

(No. 97.) > 

(Telegraphic.) Count antinople, January 22 f 1876, 

VICE-CONSUL at Gallipoli telegraphs to-day i— 

“ Communications with Demotica and Guznn Keupru interrupted since yesterday, 
Russians said to he at former place. Fears entertained that Boon Keshan will be cut oll> 
thus leaving as without direct communication with the capital. Turkish families gone to 
Asia. Three hundred and eighty artillery man arrived in the night. Though it is reported 
that the* fleet anti troops are coining from Constantinople, as also force under Suleiman 
Pasha, who was yesterday at Rusgurnurzina, authorities prepare to leave town. Great 
panic among mm-Mufisulman population,’’ 


No. 181* 

Mr* Wyndham to the Earl of Derby.^(Received January 23.) 

(Telegraphic.) rifft-m, January 22, 1878. 

THE Ministry resigned today. 


No* 182* 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby*—(Received January 23.) 

(No. 100.) 

(Telegraphic.) CtowfaNJiitnpte January 23, 18/a, 

VICE-CONSUL at Gallipoli telegraphs the arrival of Hussein Punka from the 
Dardanelles and of five battalia us from Sillstm, through Constantinople. 

Local authorities will remain ; they believe that Ozun Kuprn is not occupied by the 
Russia ns, but the authorities and telegraph officials have Idt. Russian occupation of 
Demotion confirmed, and tveolumn believed to be marching on Dedeagutdt. Telegraphic 
communication with Keshan and Malgara still open. 
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No, 183. 



Mr. fbyfour llmmn to the End of Derby.—(Received January 24, 1878.) 

(No. 180 .) . in lfl „„ 

My Lord, Tehran, Deeeiu&fir 5, 1877, 

1 HAVE the honour to report that the statement which Mr. Consul-General Abbott 
communicated to uae in the second paragraph of bis despatch of the 12th November* copy 
of which has been forwarded by him direct to yom Lordship, as to the military camp 
recently stationed at Ehoi by the Persian Government having been maintained there by the 
Persian authorities in deference to the desire of Russia, has been denied in the most 
an Ilium manner by the Shah’s Government. 

I have, &e, 

(Signed) W, TAYLOUR THOMSON. 


No. 184, 

Mr. Tayhur Thomson to the Earl of Derby,—(Received January 24, 1878,) 

(No. 191.) 

My Lord, TMran, December tli 1877. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Colonel Zeloni, who has been recently appointed 
Military Attache to the Russian Lection here, has arrived at Tehran, and that General 
Franchinl and the officers who accompanied him to Persia are about to quit this country, 
having been recalled to Tiflis by the Grand Duke Michael. 

General Fr&nchinj citlled upon me yesterday to take leave, and slated that on the 
Shah's return next week from a shooting excursion m lira neighbourhood, he would he 
presented to His Majesty by M. Zinovico mil leave next day, 

1 mtve 

(Signed) W. TAYLOUR. THOMSON. 


No. 188* 

# 

ilfr* Tayhur Thomson to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 24, 1878.) 

(No. 192.) 

My Lord, Tehran, December 12, 1877, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 189 of the 5th instant, reporting the denial 
given by the Persian Government to the statement referred to m Mr* Abbott’s despatch to 
me No. 8U, 1 have the honour to inform your Lordslilp that at a subsequent interview 
which I hud with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, ids Highness stated that on orders 
having been Issued for the dismissal to their homes for the winter of the regiments forming 
the camp at Klicil* M. Zinovico verbally protested against this being done, on the ground 
that there was every probability that il the force was withdrawn, the Turkish Koords of 
the Van districts would pass through the Persian territory and make an attack upon the 
Russian territory of Erivan, and that, in that event, Persia would be held responsible. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. TAYLOUR THOMSON. 


No. m. 

Mr, Lfiyurd to the Ead of Daly,—[Received January 24.) 

(No. 51A 

My Lore, Const antkwplei January Pi, 1878. 

WITH reference to your Lord ship’s despatch No. 654 of the 30th October last, 1 
have the honour to inclose copy of a despatch from Consul Blunt, in which he comments 
upon the atrocities alleged to have been committed upon the Jewish inhabitants of Kyzan- 
Sik during the firit in vision of Boumdia by the Russians, Mr, Blunt's despatch of the 
29|h August to which he refers, was forwarded la your Lordship in my despatch No. 1029 
of Hu; 1st September \m. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) A. JL LA YARD* 





indLoBune l in No. 186. 
Cbftfiri Bhmt to Mr. La yard. 


gj ti Adri<atQgle t January ^ 1878, 

WITH reference to year Excellency’s despatch of the 13th November last, inclosing 
the copy of a letter addressed to the Earl of Derby by the Anglo-Jewish Association, nod 
the extract contained in it from the “ Jewish Chronicle,'’ detailing atrocities alleged Jp 
have been perpetrated upon the Jewish community at Kystardik, 1 htivc the honour to 
state that the inquiries made by me at Kyzaullk (where l received your Excellency s 
despatch) and since mv return to Adritmuple among the fugitives still here, have elicited 
no new facta in addition to’those recorded in the measures to my despatch to your Excel¬ 
lency of the 2Bth August last, + , 

Tire assertion made at the outset of the extract in question that the mass ol the 
Jewish commnnUv atKyzariint, at the approach of Goiwral Oomkofe army, oil the mlvic* 
of the Kalu^kam, ** followed the Turkish inhabitants who sought shelter m a forest on 
the Balkans," % with its attendant allegations, certainly unfounded. Few Turkish and 
no Jewish inhabitants left the town prior to the Russian occupation; and there is every 
reason to believe that all the circumstance* set forth in the extract beyond those reported 
by me arc exaggerations of occurrences atrocious enough in themselves to need, no 
imaginary colouring by the sufferers to add to the Feeing of horror which the real facts 


arouse. 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


J, E. BLUNT, 


No, 187. 

Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby,—(Received January 24.) 

ilvl^ra, Constantinople, January 13, 1878. 

WITH reference to your Lordship** despatch No. 905 of the 27th ultimo, I have the 
honour to enclose copy of a letter from Mr. Consul Zobrab, in tf Irish be expresses his 
thanks for your Lordnkip’s approval of his exertions in aid of the mot and wounded at 

Er&erouta. _. a 

l have, So. 

ffijratift A. H, LAYARD. 


1 a closure I 'in No, 187. 
Consul Zoftrab to Mr . Layard, 


$j f January 12, IB78. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Excellency's despatch of the 6th instant, 
conveying to me the expression of the Earl of Derby's satisfaction at my exertions an 
behalf of the sick and wounded of the 4th Army Corps at Erzeroum, elicited by your 
having kindly considered those efforts worthy of Official notice. 

[beg to offer my sincere and heartfelt thanks for this mark of your Excellency'* 

satisfaction, , ., _ ... 

My efforts to be useful in the cause of humanity would have met with but poor 
Bueeess had I not been most ably seconded by Dr. Fetherakmhtmgh, who heartily entered 
into the work, and, by ability and entire forgetfulness of seif, made those endeavours 
suCecasM in saving the lives of hundreds of men whose patience under privation and 
suffering made them eminently worthy of the succour sent to them from England. 

1 h.ifft, 1^- 

(Signed) JAS. ZOHRAB. 
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Mr. Littftmi to the Earl of Derby.—{Received January 34*) 

(No. 5S-) 

My Lord, Constantinople* January I3 f 1878. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose u translation Of the Imperial Halt, or Decree, flaming 
the new Grand Vizier and the other Ministers. It fo considered that the tone ol this 
document is warlike. 

liamdi Pasha, the Minister of Police, against whom there have been constant and 
well-founded complaints, has been dismissed and eplaced by Mehi.net PhJshu, Ibc " Prefot, 
or Governor, of Peru. 

L have, &d» 

(Signed) A. H. LA YARD. 


Inclosure in No. 186. 

Extract from t( Lu Tvrquk " of January 12, 

Decree appointing Ahmed Hamdi Pasha Grand Vizier. 

Mon iilustre Ydrir Ahmed Humdi Pacha, 

EN raison do la gruvlte et de I’importance do* drcoustances prdsentee. ainsi que do 
3a ndeesaite de mesures prompted it adopter, tin changement compfot et fundamental do 
Miniature dtoit deveint neccssaii'G, _ . . 

Hons avons nppr&dd et nous apprecions la haute mtolligcEice ot left cupa-cittfs cldnt 
son Altesse Edhem Pacha a dpnnd uumites prauves k notre grande satisfaction. Mnie 
Fdtat tie saute dc son Alteesc cxige qu'elle sc tioime eloign^ pour quel quo temps dcs 
affaires publlques* 

En consequence, vu votre me rite dprouvd, la dtoiture de vos sentiments ct dc vos 
ic!6eB t nous vuus coufions la haute ct impurtante digiufe de Grand V&rir, 

Hons nommons dgalement 5 

Miuistre do llnterietir ■ to Stnateur Spl Pacha, cx-bec ret as re do r dm Imperial; 

Ministrc de la Liste Civile j to Semateur Naniyk Pacha j 

Ministre ttos Finances; Kifini Pacha, ex-Directeur dejj Contributions Imjiveetes; 

Ministte de I’lnaLrucrion Pubtique : k Srffoateur Ahmed Vefik Pacha. 

Directeur des Contributions pdirectos: to Depute Sadik Pacha, 

Yu fimportance du Gouvermmicnt General du Vilayet de Tr6bfc<mtto 3 nous d&ignons 
pour cc puste Youssouf Pat ha, ex-Ministre des Finances. 

Kenud Pacha, cx-Miui&lre de 1'Instruction Publique, est nomnte S£nateur* 

II cst Evident quton cc: moment hi chose la plus importante, celle qui doit attirer tout* 
notre attention, ctost regression de Penuemi. 

U‘B forces militriireB quo nous avtons raises war to pied do guerra pour register 
£tnient fgules a cdtos de fennemi; worn on hvolib uu ties preuves, au debut des hostility, 
on retnportant dc gloricux et nouibrcux succfis. 

La cause principals do nos ravers rdcentg doit principotomctit attribute aux 
fiuites et aux erreurs de quelques comniaisdante de corps d'arna&L On proeddera d'line 
mtmiSrc scrupulous^ k I’exameu dc fours ados et on decidora ce qiTil coiivient de mice 
pour fours actions, 

Nous ddsirous quo. cFaceord nveu nos mitres Mi lustres* votis travail] to* uvec nvdeur, 
que vous metticE h [irofit fos avertUi$mjBpfe du pass^ quo vous dcoutlesr. fos sages ct 
hfonveiiiwits couseils des amis de riotm Empire ct quo vous vousi occupies; des garantics 
dc I'inte^rik et tfo FiiidcpcmUmee de notre Etat, 

ir 7 Moharrem, 12^5 ffo CH&jire. 


No, 189. 


Mr, Uyrtrd to the End of Derhy,-'{Recck'ttf January 24.) 

(Hd, 62.) ■ t _ 

My Ijord, ^wj*ifonAnqp»i Janwry H, 1870. 

' THE appointment of Hnrndi Ptohaas Grand Vizier is believed to be but a provisional 
arrangement to prepare tile way for Sui'd Foshti, who was recently the Sultan’s Chief 
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Sccreforv, and has now been appoint^ Minister of the Interior, m order that he may not 
be advanced at once to the highest rank end dignity in the Slate, -aid I nslm, who on y 
Intely held a very subor dinate |wst at the Porto, has the reputation or being a man or con¬ 
siderable intelligence. He was, ! believe, placed about the person of the Sultan, mtr 
whom be has gained much mflueuce, by Mahmoud Danmt P^ha. I cannot say that he 
has made a verytgjaod inipreBsion upon me, but I am not sufficiently well acquainted wit i 

him to form a fair judgment of his character. 

Said Pasha, recently the head of the Sultan’s military household, and now Minister of 
Marine, bus been pm.no’tod to the rank of Mushir and VkusjV ?ud has been named _ Maid- 
ishal du Palais" Mealill exercises much influence over the Sultan, to whom he is sincudy 
devoted. Bn is nil upright and honourable man. He ym educated nt Woolwich, and is 
known for his English sympathies. 

1 nave, «c. 

(Signed) A. H, LAYAllD. 


No. 190. 

Mr. Layard to the End of Derby.^{Received January 24,) 

id y Lore! C'fljwfflftftttcpfo, Jonua^ IG, 1S78- 

' THE forebodings of those who foretold the infinite misery mid suffering that would 
be brought upon this unhappy country bv a Wanton war of aggression have? now hecn 
more than fulfilled. The Muwltanti populations, with the horrors committed upon the 
Mohammedans during General GcurWs raid of last framer fresh in thdr memories, are 
\Wmr terrified before the HuRsdnn advance. In many districts the Chrifitians, and the 
Jews? who wero the special victims of Bulgarian cruelties^are accompanying mem. I he 
towns and villages arc deserted, and the property of their inhabitant abandoned. Iranis, 
with from 8 000 to 10,000 of these watched fugitives, have been arriving duly al Constan- 
tinoplo. Only open trucks can, in moat cas^ he provided for liiem, I he weather has 
bean intensely cold, the snow foiling heavily, The pom creatures are packed together 
standing, and arc thus kept sometimes for more than twenty*four hours without food or 
shelter. As the train* arrive at the stations the bodies of men, women, and children, 
frozen to death, or who have succumbed to illness, are dragged out. ot the waggons. Even 
i lie tops of the close*! carriages arc occupied by the women and children, who m *>ome 
instance^ numbed by the cohh rail off and are killed. 

Long streams of fugitives, chiefly women and children, on loot, are taking the direction 
of Salonicd* Rodosto, nod other places to the south of the line of railway between 
Artrmnqito and the capital. They have abandoned everything they possess, and die by 

numbers dii the way from hunger and cold. 

A panic has siib.eil the populations of Adnanople, Flulippopoli. l atar-bazanljik, and 
oilier towns. The railway stations are invaded by vast crowds, who attempt to enter the 
trains and overpower the officials, who arc unable to keep them hn^h. The $&m 
described to tub by Mr, Blunt, Mr, Calvert, and ^vcral gentlemen whom I. have sent to 
afford some relief "to this suffering and perishing multitude from .Udy l3urdeiW,<mtto 

Companionate Fund# are perfectly heartrending. , , . 

Matoi de Wioton, with a devotion and sdf-sacrthcc beyond prmsc, assisted by tno 
members o! the Embassy, when able to leave their heavy work, and by Mr. Master, an 
Euglisli getilfoman who lias rendered most valuable help in the distribution s>l tlie Com- 
paasionote Fund, has laboured iudofatigably. night umf day, to succour and relieve t.he 
unhappy fugitives arriving continuously hy train in ConBiautmople. arc mosriy 

women nnd children, There is scarcely more than 5 per cent, of men. Uiey mi'lmto 
neraoto in the better classes of life aa well as the poorer inhabitants of the villages, _1 huy 
come hero Hi the utmost destitution, They arc seen with their famishing children 
searching for dry bones, or imy refuse, to appease their hunger. 

The Turkish authorities, al my request, have given over to Major de Wiuton a largo 
building, or khan, dose to the railway station, in which sonic 1,500 of the mmt, dcatitote 
and iUilcring ftigitivea can be temporarily received. As soon as possible they ate drafted 
off io diflerent quarters in Constantinople and to villages on the Bosphorus, iho 
mosques are filled with them. Major do \Yintern has established toupdtitriicn^ and m able 
to give some nourishment to those who are in the greatest want* The Government 
officials do what tbev can. but they have no organization or system, and huve fosi thejr 
feads m face of this appalling amount of misery and euflyring, 

Thu rcsignatiau with whidi these poor Turkish fugitives boar their misfortunes, their 
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dignified nrtd afclfvp assessed bearing, and their kindly and considerate treatment of eadh 
other, in tiiu midst of their terrible trials furnish ample proof of the true nobility of a race 
which has been denounced, by those who have only learnt to know it from its enemies and 
calumniators, as ** untl-huiiWi 11 md <f unspeakable," Those Englishmen who have been 
present at the'arrival of tho starving refugees at Constantinople, like every English officer 
who has been brought into relation with the Turkish soldier, speak in aumimtion of the 
great qualities of a people which has been made the victim of ambition nod of unreasoning 
.prejudice and passion. 

The general flight of the Mussulman population La Roumdin has seriously impeded 
the Turkish military operations. The fugitives have; in some places, even seized the 
ammunition and oilier waggons, thrown out their contents, and occupied them lliemidvra. 
They have besought the troops not to abandon them to the mercy of the Russians, 
Servians, and Bulgarians, and the march of the forces which Suleiman Pasha has been 
endeavouring to concentrate in n!i haste at PhilLppopolis and Adriunople bus been greatly 
delayed, if it can be effected. The panic may be unreasonable, hut, after whirl occurred 
litel year in the Tundja Valley, dls described in Consul Blunt's exhaustive Report, it can 
scarcely be wondered at. 

Ah far as i have hitherto been informed, the Mussulmans have not been guilty of any 
excesses or outrages upon the Bulgarian Christiana, although they attribute to him their 
unpuraltekd misfortunes. The Turkish commanders have even spared the Bulgarian 
villages out of Teeliflgs of humanity, although they would have been fully justified by the 
exigencies of war had they destroyed them and laid waste the country on the approach of 
the frwudere, They have been strongly urged to do so by European military advisers, as the 
beat, if not only means, of checking the Russian advance, but they have Reclined to act 
upon the advice. 

Although Constantinople is now crowded with the miserable victims of the Russian 
Invasion, who excite the deepest sympathy amongst their fellow Mabomm&taqs, and the 
greatest indignation against their Christian persecutors, the city is perfectly quiet. There 
is, no doubt, a good deal of alarm amongst the Europeans and Greeks, but, as far as [ imn 
judge, there Is at present no ground for it Should, however, the Rusaums occupy or turn 
Adriauople and threaten Constantinople, the case may be very different. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A, H. L.AYARD. 


No. 191. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby:—(Received January 24.) 

(Ho. 73.) 

My Lord, Cauxtantinaplc,. January 16, 1878. 

i HAVE the honour to inclose a summary, by Mr. Jocelyn, of the debate in the 
Turkish Chamber of Deputies during the last weak, to which 1 would venture to call your 
Lordship^ special attention, El will, l think, prove to your Lordship that there is ti real 
spirit of independence m this Assembly, and that, with proper guidance and support, it 
might perform most important functions in reforming the adminitration of Turkey. It 
would he a matter of deep regret if an attempt to establish a Parliament which promises ko 
well, and which affords evidence of the real desire of the Sultan to introduce constitutional 
'institutions into his Empire, were frustrated by foreign interference. I trust that England 
will at least fed some sympathy for those who arc thus struggling for the welfare and 
liberties of their country, although she may he unwilling to hold out a hand to help 
them. 

1 have, Ste. 

(Signed) A. H. LA YARD. 


I ados urn in No. 101, 

‘■Summary of Proceeding m the Quotum Parliament. 

■i 

COMPLAINT'S being raised uj to the inaccuracy of the reports tarntehed % the 
''Official Gazette of the proceedings in the Chamber, it was divided by it large majority 
tm the *Kh January to (render ihc, .publication of them to another journal. 

Klwtio Ejfhidi, deputy fur Jamiina, moved that an inquiry should be made into the 


conduct of tlia Generals Mehemet A!i and Chefket I'sislms, and [imposed (hat they should 
he summoned before the Chamber to account for the reverses which they had sustained 

during the present campaign* . », 

A somewhat lengthy discussion followed this proposition, which, as it stood, could not 
he carried out, as neither of the Gene* in question wen- responsible Ministers, but it 
was at length decided that the Minister of War should be called upon to give the explana¬ 
tions suggested, should this com-sc he approved by the Committee to whom the question 

Matters affecting the rules of order of the Chamber were then discussed at leisure, 
chiefly as to the liberty of reading in lieu of speaking, and the custody of the archives of 
the Parliament, after which, the members for Constantinople, Aleppo, and Adnnnople 
commenced a vehement attack upon the Government for the delay which had been shown 
in presenting the Budget of the present year to the Chamber, Other laws, Lhcy maintain, 
of minor importance, were always being submitted to them, while the great reforms 
mentioned in the SuliiuYfl speech were kept back until the end of the Session. 

Bkrem J?*m the only Councillor of State present, feebly represented m reply that the 
kwfi in question were being carefully prepared by the Council, and would all be submitted 

to the Chamber in good time. „ _ , .. 

Rmrtw Ejftmdi,. member for Adrianople, however, cut short the explanation in a 
violent tirade against the Council of State and its functions. It was. ol no use whatever, 
it had not elaborated a single law ofitnpoitimee, ami had quite lately sent down to the 
Parliament, one regarding the fcour des coinptes) which was merely au appendix to the 
Financial Law of Iteulm. and nonfltituted, he declared, a positive insult to their 

^ The speaker was wannlv supported by several members, who all inveighed bitterly 
against the Council of Slate', and demanded that the law respecting the reforms ot the 
police and the Courts of Justice should be speedily submitted to them. During this 
expression of the opinion of the Chamber, BedmnEfendi* deputy for Syria, declared that 
in bis country there wore 200 policemen who were no better than so many thieves. How 
urgently therefore was the law refomiing the police required* 

Altera lively disen&sion as to the attributes and advantages of the new Court piopos^ 
bv the Government, which is suppose to offer effective means of controlling the public 
expenditure, the House decided to leave its further discussion to a Committee, and 
adjourned. 


Sitting of January 10. 

The debate of the previous day was resumed, and gave occasion lor the delivery of 
several powerful and eloquent appeals against the mabsidministration of justice prevailing 

in the provinces. . 

BedraH Eftndi, Syrian Deputy, spoke very warmly on the subject, asking that the 
consideration of minor laws and reforms might fur the present be dispensed with, and 
those dealt with which affect the safety of life and property and the protection ol the 

honour of the people themrelvca. + , . , ., 

It is not of necessity to have schools of jurisprudence, desirable us they no doubt 
are, he said; the tews exist—plenty of them—hut they are never executed faithfully and 
loyally. He concluded by urging for the laws on the police and the reform of the 

The views expressed by ibis orator were supported by many that followed him. 
Their speeches were di&ractcrized by unwonted energy of manner, and by the true 
appreciation of the necessary reforms in the administration which they displayed. 

The Government must be made- lo mittarstaud, one of the members said, that we arc 
here for the purpose of compelling it to execute ite own tews, otherwise why lose our 
time in talking. Let us clone Urn Chamber and go home, > . t 

The member of Aleppo drew a dark and vivid picture of the actual state ot the 
administration of justice in the country, and demanded u rudicaland speedy change, in 

terms which vvore loudly applauded on a I Uidcs. j L . . , 

Ikiadea Effauli , a member of the Council of State, promises that, the laws required 
should he very shortly forthcoming. 

gutei’mmi Efmdi, of Ntech, then rose ami accused the Government of gross 
impartiality m dietrib tiling decorations, promotions, and rewards to the generate and officers 
in the present war. but in failing to punish any of those who had so much contributed to 
the disasters of the campaign* He openly demanded their punishment 
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A worm debate ensued, find sit its conelusiou Manmk Bfendi, of Aleppo, declared 
that tunny of the Government officiate who had been removed from their employment ia 
consequence of the accusation of the Chamber during lust Ses-sion had now been replaced 
and given other responsible employment* 

lie offered to name them, should the Chamber wish it, but 110 expression of opinion 
was i:uken on the matter. 


SiUhit/ of January 12. 

The President informed the Chamber of his having presentacl their Address to His 
Majesty the Sultan, and of its gracious reception by him, after wliich 1 blades Effendi, 
Counsellor of State, in a lengthy disconrsL 1 , undertook the defence of tine body to which 
ho belonged, so rudely attacked in the previous sitting, explaining its functions, and 
apparently coming to the conclusion that it was much overworked, and, on the contrary, a 
most useful and industrious institution, having during eleven months given birth to thirty- 
three laws and regulations. 

He then went on to defend, as a class, the Government servants and functionaries 
abroad, who had been the object of the former attack. He knew that, some were corrupt* 
because underpaid, and threw Hie responsibility of this, to Some extent, on the Chamber 
for having reduced last year’s Budget, 

The Member for Aidin, however, would not admit the defence, lie spoke of his own 
district: that in it judicial torture was practised, corruption pervaded all classes of officmls, 
and the police, instead of protecting, pillaged the population, 

Several members then declared themselves offended by personal allusions which had 
been made in the speech of the Councillor of State, Ikindis Eftbmli, and demanded their 
retraction. Upon the President catting upon the Councillor of State to make Ida excuses, 
he pleaded his imperfect power of Oratory, and deafened that he had no intention of 
wounding the sensibilities of the Assembly. 

Several members demanded explanations with regard to abuses of various descriptions 
said to have occurred in their respective provinces, and the Member for Scutari,in Albania, 
expressed his anxiety lest his city should fall Into the hands of the enemy. 

The surrender of the army of Sbipka was afterwards alluded to, and explanations 
required* but the President reminded the Chamber that the new Ministry had only just 
taken office, and limt every allowance must he made for its recent accession to power. 


Sitting of January H. 

The Chamber was informed of what had been done to relieve the wonts of the 
numerous refugees now pouring into Coos tool maple by thousands daily* 

i'ko Yeni-Djwnii Mosque tmd been selected as a shelter* and its attendants were to 
supply food to the refugees, A subscription uns opened by a lending Member of the 
Chamber, arut the list was rapidly tilled* each Deputy obliging himself Eo give at least 
600 piastres to the fund. The matter was then referred to the Committee, and it was. 
decided to call upon the Semite, us forming part of the Parliament, to give some 
assistance, 

A final proposition was made to send ms tunny as possible of the refugees to Asia 
Minor, where there was plenty of room and facilities for their temporary accommodation. 
This wns unanimously accepted* and referred to the Committee. 

Some technicalities affecting the length of daily attendance to be re* pis rod in the 
Chamber wore thou dismissed ; after which Abfiuul Hey, of Jnnmmi, spoke at great length 
upon the miserable want of education to he found m the Empire, declaring that in his 
province of Albania the profuundcst ignorance prevailed, and no schools existed at all. 
Some discussion mid divergence of opinion followed this speech, but in general the 
Chamber assented. Minor qliestiouH were then asked* and referred to Committees; when 
Khalil Glume a, Syrian Deputy, reminded the House that they were losing their precious 
time over trivial matters while the enemy was ui the very gates j and in a fervent speech 
demanded ilgat Ministers should bo called upon to give the Chamber* from time to time, 
news uf the situation* The Chamber, however, fearing to embarrass the action of the new 
Cabinet, rejected this proposal,, and passed to the order of the day, and shortly afterwards 
adjourned a debate upon the emission of 6,000,000b in papcr-tminoy, which Government 
pro]lose to make, and has submitted to them. 
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No, 192, 

Mr, Lmjurd to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 24.) 


Mi^Lori/ CtJK.i'faafhiopfe, January l I), 18*8* 

H I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a despatch from the British Vice-Consul at 
Gallipoli, reporting the suspension of the order for the enrolment ot Christians. 

(Signed)*'* A- H, LAYARD. 


Inolosure in No. 192. 

Vhe-C<m$ul Odom to Mr * LvyurtL 

v ,, Gnilipdi t fo -.14 I®'§■ 

FAISANT wife h mil d«|| du 7 dc m moiB.j'ai I'lromieur do vons hiform« que 
Vautontd locale n J a pas mis & execution I'ordre d'cni'blcmcnt dc& rayas. 

L’Evfrque GrJ a M infoniHS par le Patriarchs qti*i1 y a cu ordre dc bu spa id to., pour 
le moment, I’cnvOlement des rajm Lcb Armi'mens out aussi rn?u un tel ix\ ^■ *- _ 

eomw W supped 4US 1® rayasd’fcleeroatnppolts !!Mftnw*«kgnf*dcfort hc.it« o 
ie Boulflir, Vemigmion continue sin- uue grande &he)lo» nmlgra Its oflorls dt Inutoti 

pom Mnsu i m]las ,j,u „,it did olioiai* con.me militairas se sent enclnSs, et 

hior, ionr fixe pour Imr «part, In polico a’* I™ metttc l« main que w une yioglaiiie. 

Je vians dap prendre quo 1'aotorSS a fail dnmnndw tous les piupnetaires du. linos 

nour les informer tiue dans leura iftablteseincutB on lugora tics emigres. 

* 1 Agrcez, &C* 

(SIgod) A MIL. OUGNL 


No, 193, 

Mr. Wyndham to the Earl of Derby.—{Received January 24,) 

^(Aeajf, January 11, 1878, 

* \ HAVE, the honour to inform your Lordship that T am informed that about 250 
armed men started from the Piraus the day before yesterday for Thessaly m snihng vtMls 
T™ Greek Government hnd been warned, I am told, by the Turkish Legation of their 

ltltU1 ] mif nlso^nfornier! llmt arms arc being clandestinely forwarded to Crete, and that 

msuito Her Majesty's Ambassador nt Constantinople. 

1 have, &c. 

(Bigucil) HUGH WYNDHAM. 


No, 194. 

Mr. Wtjndham to the Earl of Derby.[Received January 24.) 

!rf CotlfukntiftL) 4tk***> n, 1878. 

" ^ I H AVE the honour to state to your Lorelsliip that I heard a report this mornrag that 
a band of armed men had left the PirseuB harbour the day before yesterdtiy fonhe coM of 
xCly! 1 made fhrtbur inquiries as to the truth of this report in the **n*;<rf he day 
uad learned upon, l think, good authority, that a hand of about men, &fdd tn have 
been orgnnki‘i hv Leonidas Bulgarls, who^tas been already mentioned te your Lordship aa 
being in b connection with Committee for promoting itumireutian& m Hr key, andwho ia 
said^to have been presented by General Ignatkw with 10,000 stand of 
smlinsr-ve^uU fur Tln-wilv. I was also iiffomied thaMlie l uskish legation had tohl tho 
Ilollenk Government that they had iiiformiftiuu m to Urn intended ■leparturo of hfe■ h wd , 
the Greek Goverimient enu, therefore, not plead ignorance of the intentions of thi,9t wm 

























too 


and, indeed r it appears as if the Government, or at any rale some members of it, had 
connived at the expedition, 

I have nlno learned that some more Cretan Chiefs,, who have been refugees in Greece, 
had left, oa r were on the point of leaving, with some Greek volunteers for Crete, for the 
purpose of joining in an insurrectionary movement in that island, and that arms are being 
clandestinely sent there from Greece. 

I have* &c, 

(Signed) HUGH WYNDHAM, 


No, 195* 

Mr, ft'yndW* to the Butl 0 / Derby*—(Received January 24,) 

(No 14, Confidential.) 

My Lord, Athens * January 11, 1878. 

WITHIN the East few days rumours of discord in the Cabinet have been more life 
titan usual. I questioned M. Tneoupi to-day upon the subject, and his Excellency replied 
that some members of the Cabinet were in favour of fiction, while others were in favour of 
inaction, 

M, Tricon pi appeared anxious as to'the result of a reported victory of the Russians 
near Kyzanlik, in which 25,000 Turks are said to have been taken prisoners, and at the 
reported advance of the Russians to Adriano pie, successes on the part of the Russians, 
especially to the south of the Balkans, being looked upon in Greece an a danger to 
Hellenism, ant! tie seemed anxious to know what the policy of Her Majesty’s Government 
would be. I told him that I. thought he would be able to judge better of the policy of 
Her Majesty's Government, when Parliament met 011 the 17th instant, to which be replied 
that that was bliftt some days off and that events must now be timed by hours rather than 
by days, 

M, Tricoupi has always expressed himself to me as desirous that Greece should fulfil 
her international engagements with regard to Turkey, and as opposed to ah measures with 
a view of promoting insurrections in that Empire, and I was informed today that he so 
strongly disapproved of the departure of the band for Thessaly not having been stopped, 
and which 1 have reported to your Lordship in my preceding despatch, that fie was on the 
point of resigning Ins office hist night. I have also been told that lie and M. Zairms, the 
Minister of Justice, had endeavoured to dissuade His Majesty the King from visiting 
Cimleis, as reported to your Lordship in my No, 372 of the 29 th ultimo, and from which 
town His Majesty returned about a week ego, 

1 mention these reports to your Lordship with all reserve, 

I have, &e, 

(Signed) HUGH WYNDHAM. 


No, 196. 

Mr. Ffyndfinm to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 24.) 

(No. 17.) 

My Lord, Athene, January 15, 1878. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 12 and 13 of the 10th instant, reporting 
the departure from Greece of a band of men for Thessaly, I am informed that many of 
these men arc natives of that province, and that they are proceeding there with a view of 
disseminating them selves through the country m order to promote an insurrectionary 
movement. 

The insurrectionary Committees in Greece are at present, J believe, very active, and 
Colonel Becker, who has taken tm active part in Scrviu against Turkey, and who Is, I 
believe, connected with insurrectionary Committees, liuw lately arrived in Athena, 

An article published in the “Mc-SBQgqr d* A themes " of the 13th instant, which I do 
myself the honour to inclose far your Lordship's information, states tlmt the moment is 
new favourable for an insurrection in the Greek provinces, and that they may he too late 
it they await the conclusion of mi armistice between the Russians end the Turks- 

tt the provinces of Thessaly and Epirus rise in revolt against the Turkish rule the 
Greek Government may endeavour to occupy those provinces under the pretext of 
protecting ihc l lirislkms. 
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Mr. Wood, Her Majesty’s Conmil at Pa tni*. writes to we that the whole population 

1ms " »one wild " with the idea of obtaining Thessaly and Epirus. 

D l have, $c. 

(Signed) HUGH WYNDHAM, 


No, 197. 

Mr. TYf/ntMaifl to the Earl of Derby. —{.Receit'ed January 24.) 

(No.. 18, Confidential.) ■ ir 

Mv Lord AthJanu . ar y 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 14, Confidential, of the 11th ins Uni* in winch 

t reported to your Lordship u difference of opinion in the Cabinet as to the policy to tie 
pursued with resard to Turkey, lam informed to-day that M, Conmoundoiiros Minister 
of the Interor, M. Trieoupi* Minister for Foreign Affairs, and M. Belyanin, Minuter of 
Public Instruction, are in favour of an adventurous policy 1 and that M. Znmm s Minister 
of Justice, and M, Dcligeorges, Minister of Finance, are of a contrary opinion, and that 
thov threaten to separate themselves from their colleagues, ft » ll S0 reported that 
i\L Tricon pi wishes that M. Zimbrakukis, the Minister for War, should retire from the 

l)iin 

I reported to your lordship in my above-mentioned despatch that M. Iricoupi had 
hitherto expressed himself to me m desirous that Greece should observe her engagement* 
with regard to Turkey, but he appears to hkve been completely gamed over to Gou- 
monndouro^ policy, which seems now: to be to endeavour to excite revolution m the 
neighbouring provinces of Turkey in hopes that some advantage may accrue therefrom to 

I have for some time thought that M.Tricoupi sided with M. Coumouitdou™* and 
it woa with all reserve that 1 mentioned in my Confidential despatch No, S4 of i ie 
Uth instant a report that ho was opposed to the recent departure n< an msuvrod 1 unary 
band for Thessaly. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HUGH WYNDHAM- 


No. 108, 

Mn Wyndkm lo the Earl of Derby.—{Received January 24,) 

l?v Lori Athens | January 16, 1878. 

" WITH reference to my despatches Nos, E2 and 13 of the Ulh instant, and No, 17 oi 
the I5th instant, in which I reported to your Lordship the departure of a hand of men tor 
Thessaly. 1 have the honour to state that, since writing those despatches 1 have been 
informed that they left the Pirnros in a powerful tug-steamer, which had several small 
boats iti tow. This steamer has, l am told, returned to the Brums* having probably pro¬ 
ceeds! near enough to the Turkish coast to enable the hand to effect a landing id their 

boats. _ , „ 

I nave, «c» 

(Signed) HUGH WYNDHAM. 


No. 199. 

Mr. IFyfld/iain to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 24.) 

(No. 20, Confidential.) 

j^ r( i Athens January 17, 1878, 

' I FIND it exceedingly difficult to arrive at the real truth of what the intentions of 
llie Greek Government are. Yesterday, as 1 have reported in mv despatch No. 18, I vm 
told that the Cabinet was divided. To-day ! am told that all the Ministers are agreed upon 
the necessity of embarking in an adventurous policy, and I hear that the chiefs of two of 
the principal Committees, one of which is named 0 the Committee for the national.defence/' 
have been informed that they are at liberty to do what they can to revolutionize Thessaly, 
EiriruBi and Crete, that they may count upon the support of the Government* but that 
1180] % & 






















what they du must he done skilfully, and in such n manner a? not to compromise the 
country, , 

I have, &c* 

(Signed) HUGH WYNDHAM. 


Ho. 200, 

Consul Kirby Green to the Earl of Derby, —(Reedited! January 24.) 

(No, 6, Political.) 

My Lord, Scutari, January IS, 1878. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that early yesterday morning It 
began to be reported in Scutari that Antivari had fallen, and that some of the natives of 
this* place, who had gone to assist in the defence of Anti van when it was first, threatened by 
the Montenegrin*, had now returned. 

Later in the day these rumours assumed greater consistency, and in the afternoon, 
when I called upon the Cmunianderdn-diief and Lho Governor-Genteml* their Excellencies 
informed me that, notw Mistimes mg si suspension of hostilities had befen esteblisbed between 
tho Turkish forces and those of the Russians ;md their allies since the 8th instant, the 
town of Antivari had beets forced by flic Montenegrins lo capitulate two days after—that 
is to say, on the afternoon of the 10th. 

I must hem explain that the G^eruor-General, on the morning of the 9th/sent to 
tell me that an official telegraphic announcement had been received from the Porte that a 
suspension of arms had been agreed upon with Russia, and that, consequently, all the 
com m an dors of the respective belligerent- forces had been instructed te observe it. 

The Coinmrtiidcr-in-ohiel, Ali Sail) Pasha, who was at Sriti Nicola fortifying the mouth 
of the Bayous, at once relumed to Scutari, and, as no mention was made in the Porte's 
telegram of Montenegro, he immediately telegraphed to Inquire tf lie was right in inferring 
that the armistice was to be observed here also. 

An affirmative reply was received on the 10th, and amngemcuts were made for 
dispatching nest morning a flag of truce to the Montenegrin outposts, for the purpose of 
obtaining an acknowledgment of the cessation of hostilities. 

Whilst these measures worn being taken the news arrived of the capitulation of 
Antivari; and the Turkish authorities expressed a hope that 1 would Inform your Lordship 
and Mr. Layard of the dates of the above occurrences. 

To-day 1 again called upon All Sail) Pasha to obtain further details, and his Excellency 
placed in my hands for perusal a letter he had received lids morning from M. Macho 
Verbitzft, the Montenegrin Commandant at Antivari. 

M. Verbitza announces in his Setter, which h dated the 29th December, o.s. 
(10th January, 1878), that the gtiiTj&au and inhabitants of Antivari having capitulated 
chat day, llifi Highness the Prince of Montenegro had consented to allow them to with¬ 
draw to the landing-place On the shores of the bay, in order that they might be embarked 
thence on board some of the vessels of the Turkish blockading squadron, mid His Highness 
had given directiona that these vessels should he allowed to approach the Montenegrin 
coast batteries unmolested, provided they came with the object, intended, until sunset of 
the evening of the 3rd January, o.s. (TuesdEiy,, 15th January), 

M, Verbil&u continues his letter by requesting that the vessels may be sent with as 
little delay elh possible, and by suggesting that no hostilities should lie undertaken on either 
side until the expiration of the term already mentioned. 

Ali Siiib Pasha is convinced that this communication has only been addressed lo him 
in order that the Montenegrins may affirm with a semblance of troth that Antivari 
surrendered before they had received notice of the conehision of the suspension of arms; 
and, in his answer to AI. V&rbiUa, Ins Excellency states curtly that vessels will be scut to 
withdraw the garrison fmd inhabitants of Attiivuri who capitulated during the existence of 
an armistice* 

! suggested to tins Pasha that he had fulfilled bus duty in communicating the facts to 
the Porta, and lluit, in the interests of peace, it would ho well for him not to raise indepen¬ 
dently lluj question of the validity of the capitulation. His Excellency assured me this 
was the course lie proposed following. 

As the Scutarincs who have returned from Antivari, and oven All Stub Pasha, aro 
inclined to let it he believed that the Prince of Montenegro somewhat do par led from the 
terms of the capitulation when lie insisted upon the garrison nut inhabitants leaving 
Antivari without their arms, 1 think It right to report to your Lordship that Ali Saib 
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Pnslift lias explained to me that lie merely com plains nl Prince Nicholas having, 

*the last moment, matlo them 'JmTterma 

before, the cuniaun had heat treating its surrender, lie oficred to a low it tlic same tenw 
as bad been”granted to that ofNiesics. His Highness now mured In permit avnthdram 
with arms, ns lie considered the defence had been prolonged unnecessarily. 

The fall of Antivari was brought about by the exhaustion ol all the fc[ « r< ® 
nvovisioL but the cT/mlb-rs of the garrison Lte that, if they had known that no 
armistice had already been concluded, they could have held out lor about tun days loiigc 
by hiving recourse to the mules and horses in their possessiuu. 

(Signed) Ve ^W. KIRBY GREEN. 


No. SOL 

Licutenant-Catontl Mansfield to the Earl of Derby,— (Received January 34.) 

( WjlSM Bucharest, January 24, 1978. 

0D 1T is reported to me that the Busslcn advanced guard is heyontl Keshan, 
than thirty miles from Gallipoli. Has my telegram of 18th instant on the same sub} 

ever arrived ? 


Ho* 202, 


Air. Wyndham to the Earl of Derby,—{Recmrd January 24.) 


f T_ leerefl „ ll i c » 1B7S, 

A NEW Cabinet him been formed, with M. Con mound ourns m Prime Minister. 
Troops, guruv ammunition^ and stores continue to be forwarder.! te the Iron tiers. 


No, m 

Sir A . fluctann la the Earl of Derby .—(Received January 24.) 

fTVWrnrihie 1 Vienna, January 24, 1878. 

^ * THE Ofiambers of Deputies are apparently determined to reject fiscal duties on coffes 
and petroleum arranged with Hungarian and Austrian Government, whose win ami ng m 
office w \ l) p rehab 1 v depend au tlte question, They are negotiating with Mwnt dub* 
preparatory to the filial debate on Saturday, fcftd it is generally believed that the} will 
resign if the duties are nut accepted by the Chambers. 


No. 204, 


The Earl of Derby to Mr. Layanl, 

(No. 79.) Foreign Office, January 24, 1878. ^ 

1 I APPROVE tSi© instructions ftddras&ed by you to Mr, Consul Blunt, as reported in 
vem) 1 Excellency's telegram to me of the 18th in riant, ordering him to stey at Adrituiopte 
if the city were not defended, and there were no fears for his personul gaiety. 

(Signed) l ' 1 "’ °i)ERfr 


No, 205. ‘ 

The Earl of Derby te Mr* Layard. 

2^°' Tbrci</n Office, January 24, _ 

WITH recard ten suggestion made by Her Majesty’s Consul at Hosmi-fvi'sii, in lus 
deBpntdi to me No. 2, Political, of tha 5th distant, duplicate of whteh has been seal to 
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your Excellency, to the effect that Mr. Vice-Consul Cooper should be seat, as reon a 
the weather is sufficiently open, to the district of Novi-Bazar, I have lo itiutract yon 
Excellency, if you see no object ion. and are of opinion that such a step would be advisable 
in order to watch the course of events, to obtain from the Porte facilities tor Mr, Cooper, 
and to inform Mr, Freeman accordingly, 

I UHL, Ac. 

(Signed) BERRY* 


No* SOB* 

Bit C. Wykc to the Earl of Dotty.—(Received January 25.) 

(No* 5.) 

My Lord, Copenhagen^ January 32, 1B78. 

A REPORT has been current for same time pant that the Russian Government have 
entered into negotiations with the other Baltic Powers for the purpose of converting the 
Baltic, with the concurrence of such Powers, into a kartf ckimmi, into which war 
vessels of Powers not possessing a Baltic seaboard shall not ho permitted to enter* The 
** St* Potersburgh Herald ” now states that the rumour is correct. Russia, it says, has in 
fact suggested such an. arrangement to the neighbouring Powers. 

This statement is false ns far as Denmark is concerned, ant! Sweden likewise, 1 
believe, but it is thought here to be not at oil improbable that such negotiations may be 
now carried on between the Russian and German Governments preparatory to the proposal 
for such an arrangement being submitted to the Scandinavian Governments* 

It was from foreseeing that such a danger to our interests as this might one day arise, 
that I addressed your Lordship b my despatch No* 93 of the 28tli October, 1874, on the 
advantages to be gained by all parties In netriralkkg the Baltic by friendly means, and 
under the joint guarantee of the Great European Powers. 

1 venture now again to call your Lurdsfiip’s consideration to that despatch in which 
l fully stated my views on this subject, 

At that time the danger I pointed out was likely to arise from rivalry between Russia 
and Germany, now it may stare us in the face from a friendly agreement between those 
Powers; 

I hflV T 6 &c. 

(Signed) ' CHARLES LENNOX WYKE* 


1 

No, 207* 

Mr, Layard tu (he Enrf of Derby. — (JRemved January 26,) 

(No* 104*) 

(Telegruphic.) Cmurimjftuflphi, January 24, 1878. 

VICE-CONSUL at Gallipoli reports- the Arrival of 3,000 men and SB tieM-guns tint 
morning. No news of Russian movements, 

Captain Fife arrived yesterday. 


No, 208. 

Mr* Lmjartl to the Earl of Derby .—(ftecriimi January 25*) 

fNo. 107*) 

(Telegraphic.) Comtaniimph t January 24, 1878, 

REPORT received to-night that Russian advanced guard has appeared at Babaeaki, 
on the road to Constantinople, Tdcgmphic communication cut off beyond Tchorlu, 



No* 209* 

Mr, STyutiAciri't to the Earl of Derby, —(JJecrnW January 25,) 

(Tekgnmlnc,) Aiken*, January 24, 1878* 

A RETIRED British officer writes from Chulcis that all troops lately quartered there 
have left for Lamia* 
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No* 210. 


Mr. Layard to the Ear I of Derby'—(Received January 25,) 

(No.no.) 

(Telegraphic,) Constant kopJe, January 25, 1878* 

VICE-CONSUL WILTSHIRE telegraphs from Ded&gatch yesterday, 6 p.m.| that 
Russians have cat railway at Parlo Mcai, and plundered station at Baba Eaiui; communi¬ 
cation with Constantinople interrupted. 


No. 211. 

Sir A. Buchanan to the Earl ttf Derby.—{Received January 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) VknntL, January 25* 1877. 

WHILE with Count Androssy tlue morning I saw a telegram from Rome? lying on 
hie table reporting that Russian force on its way to Gallipoli carried torpedoes with it. 


No. 212. 

Sir A. Paget to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 26,) 

(No. 57.) 

My Lord* Rome, January 23, 1878* 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith an article which appeared in last night’s 
|f Italic/* headed* ** Angleterre et Russia/' and in which the writer makes an indirect 
allusion to a letter said to have been written by Mr* Lowe, Stating that the possession of 
Constantinople by Russia would riot bo injurious to British commercial Interests or to our 
communications with India, and, that consequently he should oppose England's going 
to war to prevent it, ti telegraphic report of which letter appeared in the Italian papers 
yesterday, ♦ 

1 have, &c, 

(Signed) A. PAGET, 


Incisure in No* 212, 

Extract from the **Itutie 11 of January 22, 1878. 

Ax’OLKTRTti-tK El R-t/ssiK.—Les Russes soul cut-pfe It And rumple depots deinc jours; 
iU Hunt maitres de la ftwunufiie, Dans quelaues jours ils peuvent te trouver, s'ife lc veulcnt, 
sous les nun's de Constantinople, et rien n’mdiquc encore que Ikmristice salt prfcs d’etre 

condiu .. . _ 

Les Russes, en effet, no mon front pas un omprcerement bien vif Si signer une Conven¬ 
tion qui atrilteiTiit lour marche cn avnnt, et il nc faudrait pas trop s’&onner si l'im apprenait 
tout-^-coup qui Is prdf&rent signer In, paix i Canstnutiaopie plutflt quit Andrmopfc. Amiri 
bieiij ils ugiraient nimi suivanl i'id&i qui lea a determines il entreprondre I a guerre acUicllm 
Jamais, dune lea nombreu&es hnnipngnes qu’ils ont kites centre k Turquie, ils ne re rent 
trouvd$ dans‘line situation aussl exceptiannoJlemmfr t&vorable, Eu 1829, 11 cat vml, k 
Gdndral Dfabitacb dtoit arrive lui aussi ju*quM Andrinople, apr£& avoir battu 1‘armde de 
Sohoumk, metis il nWnit aveo lui quo 25,{100 homines, dccimds pari m maladies, ct quand 
on sigtin la paix, sa situation dtnit, peuUHre, pins piiriiScure que rdle des vaLnmis. 

Anjourd’hui, au contrairt. IVirintfe Russo a rdpavd res perlcs, die est iiomhreu&e, 
aguerric, cl acute ime par k force morale quo do line k certitude de In victoirc. 

Si done les Gdndraux Ruesett vmd&knt marcher aur Constantinople, on nc volt pas 
imp quelle a remieiR les difficult^ eontre ksqiiclks \U ne heurteraiunt, 

ConatuntipOpk' cllo-mdmc ne jiourmit prubnblcinent pas fltre plus ckfendue qu’Andri- 
noplc. Tout porte a cratre qua si Ru'mec du Cuar prononoc un mouvcnicnt en nvmit, In 
ctipitale reru abandonnee, et les manoeuvres quk^cciiteut ddjii Mebemri Ali Jkchu et 
Suleyman Pacha aemblcut de nature it nous confirmer dans ecUe gpiiiion, 

Cepeudant, t’Angleterre. dpfit ia eondnitc n 4td si diplorablo dans toute eette affaire* 
npr&a avoir pouesc k Turquie h In guerre, lhit mine dc vou'loir Ikbnndomier plus quo 
jamais, 

A mesure qua les Russca uvnnccnt. ka infrirfits Anglais reculent, Et le t^kgraphe 
[1801 ^ 













nom antionee qu 3 oo commence & trouver mainteoant ft Lotidrea qtfappfes tent ^occupation 
de Constantinople memo nkist pas flute pour mcnacur le commerce Augkk. 

Tre s-probab]cment, s'il proud fantaisie aux Russes da skmpercr du Canal da Suez, on 
finim pur remarquer e'i Londrcs qu*! la rigucitr, du moment oft Ees Russes no sftment pas 
det torpid eB dans k Canal> it n’y a pas lieu da sklarnier. 

Lcs Tores doivent aujoureThui rcgrcttcr aratrenaent devoir pr£te la volx aux sugges*. 
tion? de FAngl&t&rre, cfc do me s'fitre pus sou Venus des cnGcignemcnls de E’histoire qua* 
cepcndant, mo'ntrent Buffisamment quel fond on peat ft ire sur cc pays jadis si redoute* et 
dontk puissance depuis viiigv sne sa moutre ai fort ghranlta 

Au fund, nous qui n’avcmfi quhin ddfeir—voir eraser fa guerre, nous demons presque 
nous iliSiidter de la toumure qu'ont prise lea tenements. 

L'ccruscmcnt com pint dos Turcs aura, peut*£tro, des consequences douloureusea pour 
toute 1'Enropej ruais puisque eette suppression (Tun Entire com me jadis cello de k 
Folo^ne menace de s’aecomplir au milieu do 1 indifference generate, nous qui uTavons, on 
definitive, que des intdret® secondaires dans la question, nous nkvorts qu*ft false des veaux 
pour unc prompts solution. 

Ceperidaut, nous croyons que lTventuolitd du vol&inagc dea Russes dans !a Mdditer- 
ranndo rPest pas kite pour Jailer mdifftSrtntee les Puissances quo la presence dcs Turcs 
ukvait jamais irsquitfEeas. 


No. 31a. 

Acting Conmd Johj io the Earl of Derby*—(Received January 2b.) 

(Telegraphic.) Smyrna, January 85, 1878* 

ADMIRALTY telegram received yesterday morning by Admiral Hornby* Fleet 
under way in the afternoon j seen off Mytilene midnight. 


No, 214* 

Lord A. Lofius to the Earl of Derby. —(ficeeiflet? January 26.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petershtnjh 3 January 25, 1878* 

OFFICIAL telegram of Grand Duke Nicholas, dated Kyzanlik, January 23rd, stated 
that General Skoboteff, having readied Adrianople on the 22nd, ordered cavalry to advance 
on KirkKUiBM and Lulibourgas towards ConstajiLioopfe; cavalry of Guard to march on 
Demtjloka towards Gallipoli. 


#(>♦215* 

Mr, Wyndham to the Earl of Derby,—(Received January 26.) 

(Telegraphic.) Jmyi&v 25, 1878. 

THE Prime Minister doctored yesterday in the Chamber of Deputies that his policy 
h Cf active and effective protection anddefcucc of Hellenism and of our oppreaseti and 
prostrate brothcre* The Government have, I am informed, laid n Bill before trie Chamber 
to authorize them to make requisitions for horses and means of transport for the army, 
Turkish Minister fears hostilities may commence in a few days. Am I authorized 
by Her Majesty's Government to hold stronger Language than I hove hitherto held, with 
a view of endeavouring to prevent an mi of aggression on the part of Greece? 


No. ,21 (it 

Sir A. Buchanan to the Earl of Derby.—f Received January 26,) 


(Telegraphic^ 


Fftfmto, Janumy 25 p 1878, 

reason to believe (hot Hie Ministry resigned today, but it k believed by 
wcLFinforinod persons that difficulty of replacing thorn then ' resignation will not be 


accepted, and Government* of Austria and Hungary will find it necessary to effect a now 
arrangement respecting duties on petroleum trad coffee. _ , 

This question will in no way affect Count Andrassy s position* 

__ _ -: 

No. 217. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.—{Received January 26,) 

Jmj* ilJlL*, \ CoiwfflflJiJMpfrj JaftbftfJ 26, 1878. 

ACCORDING to Captain Fife, who is at Gallipoli, Turks tore now 6,000 good 
troops in the Peninsula, exclusive of the garrisons of the forts along the Straits, 


No. 218. 

Mr. Layurd to the Earl of Derby.—(Received. January 26.) 

5tc 1graphic) Constantinople January 26, 1873. 

?r± ssassr **•«*- 

Dtevented from emhnrk^g. His anivol here cimnot be reckoned on. Great part m hi* 
Lmy apparently disbanded near PbilLppopolia and Tatar-Bazardiik. S J? * f hree 

Turkish troops here con defend lines agauift attack by light, troops if placed m three 
3Sl3, and have efficient canZ for this. Advanced wort* arc opened work*, 
badly placed, and not yet aimed. One contingent at cemetery (sic)* 


No. 219, 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. Layard. 

^ 0> UbBlfe Office January 26, 1878, 

ir ’ i HAVE to vour Excellency to inform me whether it ia intended that tie 

proposed Bulgarian Principality shall include within ila limits Salome* or Cavalla, or any 
portion of the seaboard of the jEgeari. | ^ ^ 

(Signed) DERBY. 


No, 220. 

Mr, Lityard to the Earl of Derby— (Received Jmmtry 27.) 

l r % Co nstentirnple; Jan nary 20, 1870* 

NllHlMED ALt PASHA with about 11,000 men was at 
IVorn Buyuk-Chekmedje, this moruing- Russian cavalry skirmished to-day with C.itiis- 
at Seidler Chi0q 30 miles north ot Chorlu. there are at \m>on\ 9,000 nun at 
Buyuk Chekmedjcr. Suleiman Pasbak army (?) from Varna daily expected there. 


No, 221. 

Consul StiMth to the Earl of Derby.— (Reamed January 28.) 

(No, 3 . Political,) Ctmea, Crete, January I 2 j 1878 . 

^ I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship^ information, u translation of a 
pHtitioo addressed to the Consuls of the Great Powers and of Greece wisidiug m 
iw llTcnStL and Delegates of the Cretan Christian*, who are «U«lrfely styled in 
t^e documentMembers of the General Assembly of the Cretans,” mid who, as 1 stoted ut 
5 ^t ciespatch! employ u, an official seal the words - Gemke Wo KreWa Sunebu^. 
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In this Petition a protest Is directed against the Ottoman Government and its agents 
for having allowed, and, as alleged, encouraged, the entry into the garrison towns of their 
Mussulman fellow-islanders* the result of which has bean to intensify their hatred ngainst 
the Christiana, and, hence to expose to serious danger the lives, property, and honour of 
the Christian dwellers In the towns. They disclaim all responsibility for this migration, 
as they have not ceased, since they formed themselves into a body, to respect the lives and 
property of the Mussulmans, They conclude by begging the Consuls to call the attention 
of their respective .Governments to this state of things, and to solicit, their philanthropic 
help. 

1 understand by the expression ** philanthropic help lf u request that the Powers 
would send some ships of war to protect the Christians, Such, indeed, \$ the request 
put forward by the Christum tnhabitants of Caddis to the Vice-Consuls there, who go so 
far as to beg that ships of war may be allowed, as in the last insurrection, to convey them 
to a plate of safety. As I have on previous occasions had the honour of stating, the 
VaU of Crete has forbidden any one to leave the island, and there are hundreds of 
Christians forcibly detained here, where they are starving from want of wort, in conse¬ 
quence of this unfeeling order, I know of no other part of the Empire where the 
inhabitants, thinking their lives in danger, are not at liberty to run away. In an interview 
winch I had with the Vdi to-day, 1 asked his Excellency if the prohibition was still in 
force, and f found that he was not inclined to id ax its operation. Cost aid Pasha agrees 
with me that it is as unnecessary as it is cruel, 

I have. Sic. 

(Signed) THOMAS B. SANJttVITH. 


Indosure in No. 22 L 
Petittim* 

(traduction.) 

A MM. ks Consul* d’AngtetiTO, do France, dltalie, crAutriehe-Hongric, d’Alktnogne* et 

de Grtlcc. 

M. k Consul, 

^'OiCI cinq raois envtroo quo lo ptuple Cr&ofo, dans k but do toutenir ks modifi¬ 
cations an Rfiglement Organique proposes dans ks dci:x demigres Assembles G^ndralea, 
tenues A tn Can&yu on recourse itunc demonstration patilique. Cos modification^, tiui ont 
pour bases l tolitA et lo -government, visenl utiles A tons Jee eldaients de la population 
du pU)'fij conformdmeat nu principe de cc steclci de progris. 

Le G on ve moment OtlouiOrii a, par malheur, inccomui ecs dispositions pneifiques du 
peuple Crdtoia, qui ont etc porfc A sa eounnksaneef ainsi qifA celk de» Goiivcrnoments 
Eure p&'ns, pai Ja publication fiute a China par I'Assehlblde. II a par suite uutorisd et 
inline kvorisd l'eDtjgf dans ses forlereases de nos cmripathoteH MufiUhnftns, excitant 
jJJ s " ? eux ' f * 5 [ ^ fmine cover* Ie& Ch rations, malgrd nos asaurunces rdptftecs que ion 
Chretiens, par les Modifications demand^es, rechercluiient A vivre eu harmonic ot dans line 
imtemello itniiuc avee les Moaulmaris, en jonisaaut avea eux dies bienfuits d’uno naix 
longue et durable. r 

Les eonsequences ■tie eette conduite diiiienL, M. !sj Consul, faciles a pr^voir. CVtitrdo 
dans les fbrieresses .les Musultnans, trfe supdrieure an ucunbre et uxeitds &in$i contre 
nous, malgre nos assurances pad Gq lies* devuit const it ucr menace pressante pour la vie. 
rbonneur et les biens de nos coretigionnuires ties, villas ct de kura environs. 

Cost ainsi qu’il y n. irois jours, a Kctliyimj, ks Musulmaus out femie les portes de 
2*™ S ■ .’„. et en ? nt non fleulemciit les habitants Chrftiens turns uus&i 

M. 'I. J riiiMi ct son drogrmm, M. Em. P&paduki, qui avnieut voulu auiterposei- en favour 
de* Ckretiens, et qui uni 4t6 obliges de church cr leitr saint duns une prom pie retraitc. 

C ttt ft bon droit quo eeite condulto de nos compattiotes Mosulmana none a cau&d 
h now, sends Jgaux repr&en Emits du pmiplc Cretuis a I'AssembWe Gdndrab dea Crflok 
l^lernenl aonatitm?, de omiutes ju&titi^es pour la sdeuritlf dans I'avenir de um fibres 
Chrdtieus dcs villes ot de leurs environs, 

Nous avuos par suite k devoir de protester coutre le Guuvernemcut Ottoman et *es 
agents, seule cause do cetto situation, et ^claniei' pour la vie, Fhonnour et les biens do nos 
frh-e-H Chrctiena dea vilks et de leurs environs, qui sont uctunlkment en danger, k seoours 
philunthropiquo dee Grnudes PiiisMuiees Ejirop&nnes, 

OaiiHi I'espoir que vous vundriCK bkn appekr la bienveillimte attention du Qonvcrno- 
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went que voue rcpi^sentez dignement aur ees faks, pour obtenir ce que rhmnanitd exige, 

nous nvems, kc. ,., > , , « ^ . 

L’Assemhlde Gdndrale de& Crctoia, 

(L.S.) Les Memhres. 

[Suivcnt les signatures.] 

Le President, 

(US.) G. PAFPAMARCACHL 

Le Vic^-Pre*idcnt f 

J. G, PAPPADAKI. 

Le Sccdtairtjj 

G. BLUSSIAD1S. 

k 22 Deccmbre (v. s.) r IS77, 


No. 222. 

Cmmd Snndmth to the Eart of Derby.— {Received January 28.) 

(No. 4, Political) 

jyj y l CanWf Greta, January IS, 1878, 

3 IN iny despatch No. 2 of the 7th instant X had the honour to inform your Lordship 
that, m consequence of the disturbed slate of the town of Gandhi, Somih Pasha hud gone 
thither himself, I take the liberty uf idiiosing copy of a despatch written by tlie Wee- 
Consul there, describing the inllux of Muasuknan fugitives into that town and the efforts 
of the authorities to prevent it. The Christian inhabitants were in n fttate ol terror, and 
Mr. CaEocherino hogs that a m& 11 vessel of war might visit that port in order to reassure 

theni, I was Wad to learn Yesterday from Sanlih Pasha that the authorities have succeeded 
in stemming the torrent of MoaWi fugitives, aud I would fain hope that the excitament 
is subiiding. Tliere arc now few Mussulmans remaining in the open country ^from the 
western coast* of Crete m far as Cundia, wiiieh embraces quite half the island, and the 
consequences of tins displacement of the population are visible in the immense amount 
of misery indicted on both religious sections of the community. Thu Mussulmans being 
Without employment* and the great majority in absolute want, commit depredations on 
the Christians who unable* bv raisen of the Vali’s orders, to leave the island* are gradually 
withdrawing to the hills. I have been urging the Vali to disarm the Mussulman immigrants, 
a measure which bis Excellence has agreed to adopt, and 1 shall he glad to be able to 
reisort. that it has been carried out. Ilia Excellency told me that he had received a report 
from the Ktffomkmu of Selina stating that the Zuptiehs of that hu!)- district, m company 
with a few needy Moslems who have remained behind, are pillaging the deserted houses cl 
the fugitives, but that the Christians had abstained from committing miy damage whatever- 
This statement confirms what I bad the honour lo report last week and show* that the 
assertion of the Committee in Apukortmu, in their Petition inclosed m niy previous 
despatch, that the Christians had refrained from offering any violence to the Mussulmans, 

was no idle boost. 4 4 ... , * r t1 . . ^ 

The autlioritie* having withdrawn their police from most ul tuts villages ol line hah 

of Crete and the Courts ol' Law having practically ceased to work excel?L m 
towns where they discharge their duties m a perfunctory manner, the Government may be 
said to have partly abdicated its functions. Such order a* exists is due to the force ol 
habit, supplemented by a polite force supported by the people, independent of the legitimate 
authorities but there is a growitig excitement observable owing Lo the lauding ol several 
Chiefs from Greece, The moat noted of those is Kiwi, who came a week ago with ft good 
*took of rifles md gunpowder, having in bis company the priest Parthenios, who was 
Seoretarv to the Committee ia the last insunectioin Several Chiofa of ruinor importance 
Lmvc! alflfj made their appearance, and there h novv no lack of arms, but thu want of jocul 
muat soon be severely felt. The authorities can no longer disguise the filet that the ifnund 
is in a state of rebellion* though no ho&lik net involving bloodshed has been committed, 
lor the CoEcnuittee i* anxious to avoid the odium of being the oggresaore until they havq 
exhausted ull pacific means of obtaining what thfiy consider to bu their right*. This 
matter remains to he decided between them anti iho Ottoman Commissioners, concerfiuig 
orBceodings 1 rimll have the honour to report in my next despatch, _ 

Mv French colleague, seeing the disorder reigning around, bas thought it prudent to 
ledgo on his premise* a party of six aailore belonging te a Fretioh corvette stationed ^ 
[180] 2 b 
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£uda Bay* This measure is naturally viewed with great dissati$tiidt]o)i by the lineal 
Authorities, who Slave since posted n guard of [regular troops hard by, as if by way of 
protest 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) THOMAS B. SAKJDTOTH. 


Indo&ure 1 in No, 223, 

VicfaConMi (Mbchermo to Consul S(tndwith. 

®' T i ^ Candia t Creie, January &, 1078. 

i HAVE the honour to state that the Turks of the villages, and especially of Messara, 
pretending that they are not in security in their homes on account of some robberies of 
animals which have taken place there, brought all their movables into this town, and now 
they enter armed with their families, though the Christian inhabitants of .this district have 
xioi shown any insurrectionary sign. 

The Governor-Geo era I arrived here on the 3rd Instant, and sent the Mutemrif to the 
villages in order to atop the movements of the Turkish families, mid the Yali himself, at 
the gates of the fortress, tried to turn them back; nevertheless they insist, and they enter, 
as they have done oven to-day, by force. 

Thu Christian inhabitants of tins town mid environs are afraid of this accumulation 
of the Turks in town, as the hitter, having no work here, will of course commit nil kinds 
of abuses, and especially now that the Government is so weak, mi\ asked the Governor- 
General either to send the Turkish families to their villages or to give permission to the 
Christians to leave the ifllatid. The Pasha promised that as soon ns he returns to Caueft 
he will decide upon their demand, 

I indose herewith three Petitions of the inhabitants of this town, of Malovision, and 
of Mess lira, on this matter. 

At the same time, I beg to submit to you, Sir, if you think it proper, to ask that a 
British gun-boat be sent to remain Ibr some days in this poll, in order to repress the 
fanaticism of the Turks, because nobody can predict the end of this affair, 

I have. See. 

(Signed) L. A, CALOCHEEINO. 


Inctosurc 2 in No, 222, 

Telegram, data ft January 0, 1877. 

TURKISH Ihmiltes of the villages continue to enter the fortress, though the Christ iana 
declare that they accept the proposals of the Government aid remain quiet; In five rfaya 
all the Turkish families will be in this town # when there will he great danger that atrocities 
will be committed in town and the environs by Turks. Government cannot, stop fa mi lias 
but by force* which they decline to employ. Vali sent two days ago the Mutessarife to the 
villages to stop families by fair means ; nevertheless, Turkish families continue to arrive 
hern; by force only they will stop them. 1 learn Vali leaves this town in desperate 
condition. 


No. 223, 

Consul Sandwith to the Earl of Derby*—(Received January 28.) 

(No, h. Political,) 

My Lord, Ctoufd* Crete, January 14, 1878, 

IN my despatch No. I of the Oth instant I had the honour to inform your Lordship 
that it watt the intention of Cnstaki Faaha and hh colleague to is&ue a Proclamation at 
once, and then to return to Aftokorona. 

I went to see Coataki Puaha nn the 8th instant, when his Excellency told me, with 
much concern, llml lit consequence of nu imprudent step token by the Vali at CuudEn, he 
had delayed publishing the intended Proclamation, and that he would await his Excel¬ 
lency's return to C&nea, j,L appaira that the Yali had, while in Candia, without consulting 
the Commissioners* already given orders for the election of the Deputies for a new General 


Assembly and that the elections bod already begun in that town and the surrounding 
districts." ’ It had entered into the plans of the Commissioners to convoke the General 
Aswblv at aa early date, bui not until they had como to a previous understanding v, 

whoso wneurrence & is certain thatthegftg «*£'«. 

ho would sot out without delay for Vamos ihs Governmen 
l&l rnnrtko in Aookorona, and from thence proceed will, hie colleague, Salim tfkndi, 
£tt?rilCleTtheCommit.eeis sitting, 1 His Excellency begged me how-to 
order ns he said “ to save anpeatanCCS," to write to the Committee, suggestui 0 t 
or fon; of thek number sholnil go to V«W» to invite the Commissioners to mil the 
Committee, and to escort them on^he way. Although my foimer letter mvrtmg some of 
tiic Delegates to come to Caw* bad not attained its object, 1 knew th^ epbld have no 
difficult^in complying with this fresh reqnMt, so 1 dispatched tlie desired letter yesterday, 

and the two CottimisfiTonere set out tor Apokorona m the riftemouu, 

1 have. kc. 

(Signed) THOMAS B, SANDWITH, 
P.S.—January 16. Oostoki Ptob. and his colleague retnmed from Oiw^toos, last 

WBEX&SaS&B&Stitn 

Commissioners, who have just communicated to me Lins intelligence, will remain wiii-. g 


No. 224. 

Consul Sotulmth to the Earl of Derby. —(Received Janitor y 28.) 

(No. 6. Political.) <*«* Crete, January 16, 1878. 

'■ ! fN consequence of a delay in the arrival of the weekly steamer from Syva, 1 am able 
to add that 1 have seen the Commander of the French guii-veese stationed in Snda Bay, 
™ h fwt" , ( , luVl]M j from a visit to Candia. He reports that that own is must Win. 

and that in his opinion, there was not at anymomant any-ca «ggjfe Th e *^nlman 
I bad ilia honour of reporting in my despatch No. + of the 13th u isunit I he Mussulman 
nSn ^ lmd fled from the Christians and the mutual fear which hey seem to have 
Hundred had in neitlu.'i case any foundation, hut is easily accounted for by the remuns- 
ccuecsleft by the last inanrreotion and tlw more recent atones of massacres in Iwiopca 

1 Urk I mn also triad to be aide to slate that a greater feeling of security prevails here, The 
Vali bus be-un disarming the Mussulmans, and strong petrols ot gcndnrnies imd sodiera 
oetw tlmCdX'ae vigorous measures having had a most salary effect In liapinog 

confidence. .. &{ , 

(Signed) ’ THOMAS 13. SANDWITH, 


Nt>, 225* 

* 

Vice-Consul Biliotti to tin- Earl of Derby. —(n«»ived January 23.) 

ff* ’• , Trebhond, January 9, 1878. 

y l HEAR from » very reliable source that a deserter, arrived lately at Eracromn, has 
kmudit Iht new* that the Mussulmans of Kara bud revolted. 

The detoila given are that since, the occupation of the town by the R,, ss „ ns he 
Armenians became so overbearing to the Turks, and the Russians paid mi little aUtiit on 
to the eomphiints of the latter, that they took up arm-, and that the garrison of Kara, 
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being too weak to subdue them, LorL Melikoff bad proceeded in person with a number oS 
troops to put down the revolt. 

However, it Es. difficult to believe that the Russian Comumndcr-ii^-chief should 
liave not provided Kan* with a sufficient number of troops to keep the Mussulmans in 
obedience, the more ho that the male population capable of resistance cannot be more than 
between 1,500 and 2,000, who must, of course, have been deprived of their anas, 

1 hcLYC ScG 

(Signed) ‘ ALFRED RILIOTOPk 


Ko, 220. 

VtcsrCatuiul Bilktii to the Ear/ of Derby.—(Received January 28-) 

(No. 8. Political.) 

My Lord, TteiisEmtf, January 9, 187#. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that the Mussulman deputies elected at Erzetoum have 
resigned, and that it is not expected that they will be replaced by others. The Christian 
(Arnienino) deputies of that town have arrived lately, and depart by first steamer for 
Constantinople. 

" The information which 1 have been able to gather from the latter as to the situation 
at Emreum is that the troops arc greatly demoralized, especially so since Moukbiur 
Tosha's departure, and that good winter clothing has been issued to part of them, only a 
short time ago. 

Lately large quantities of clothing, shoes, Ac., which were stored hero since some time, 
have been, and are being, sent to Erzeroum, 

The deputies assure me that there arc now stored for the use of the army 160,000 kilog. 
(bushel#) of wheat, which are reckoned to be sufficient for six months* consumption. The 
population is not so well off; a few of the Inhabitants have provisions for a whole year, but 
some of them are even now entirely destitute; however, on the whole, they reckon that the 
stores in the town are sufficient for the subsistence of the population during three months. 

All the Turkish troops arc quartered in the forts outside the town; the last rations 
issued before their departure were 28,000; the number of sick aud wounded in the 
hospitals they reckon to amount *o 7,000 ; that of admittances to 1,000 a week ; and that 
of deaths to about 500- 

They believe hi Erzercum that the number of the Russians is 80 battalions and 14,000 
cavalry on that side of the Dove Boyuun, and 34 battalions and 5,000 horses on the side of 
the Gitjgi Roghaz. 

The French courier froru Persia, who arrived here four days ago, report^ that he met 
very few Russians between Bayazvd and Dove Boyoun, at which last place there arc only 
oulposts, but that all the villages in the Passim plain are full of Russian soldiers, He did 
not meet ft single one on this side of Erzeroum, 

The snow was so deep that three hours were employed by the courier to cross the 
Deve Boy turn, a pitssftge he usually performed m hrtlf tm hour. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) ALFRED B1LIOTTI, 


Nb. 227. 

Consul R. Rmdc to (he Earl of Derby .—(Eecritctf January 28,) 

(No. L Political.) 

My Lord, , Varna,, January 14, 1878, 

HAVING just returned from Rustehuk, 1 have the honour to transmit to your 
Lordship herewith inclosed copy (if my report thereon to Her Majesty^ Ambassador at 
the Porte. 

1 have, fce. 

(Signed) R. REAOK 
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Inclosurc in No, 227. 

CW«J Reads to Mr. LayanL 

gj t . Fni’iin, January 12. 1878, 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have just relumed from another visit to 
Rustehuk, where, from what I had heard of the condition o! the Christ mas there, 

considered it advisable to go, , , , , , 

I found the population in general Buffering chiefly from want of foci, it being already 
excessively cold ; and this was attributable to the vi I libera, who hr fog the wood ior sale, 
being afraid of the forced labour system, which l found in fid! force, t spoke uuorhemlly 
to the authorities concerned, and, was glad to sec, with some effect 

1 also heard of many other complainK wlsicih convinced me that the population is 
neglected—indeed, I was hurelly surprised, for how can it be expected that the Governor- 
General and, who h also military Commandant of the place,, Ahmed Kumerly Pasha, a mnri 
of nbojut 75 years of age, with no civil assistant, can give his attention to boil, military 
anti civil affairs of the place^it such a critical moment, and which Ids three predecessors, 
with only the civil powers, told me taxed them to the utmost. H ever a civil assistant 
was required, it is certainly so at Rustehuk at the present moment.- All tins is now left 
to a Kurdish officer (the Chief of Police), of whom I heard numerous and I believe well- 

grounded, complaint. £ , „ . ; , ., 

I must here add that my inquiries were not confined to Bulgarian anti otnet 

Christians; 1 silt-e spoke to Mussulmans, and, when all say the same thing, you are pretty 
Bure to get at the truth. I spoke, moreover, to a person who has hitherto always sup¬ 
ported the authorities through thick and thin, and I was amazed to perceive hflw he was 
changed, and this more than all convinced me of the truth ol what l had beard. _ ( 
What 1 heard, however, of the condition of the Bulgarians tuid Mussulmans wit inn 
the Russian Hues and from Bulgarians was still worse. These stories were very shocking; 
hut as l mn unable to produce proof of their correctness, I could not give them in detail 
even had I not given, my word of honour to tny informants that l would not. name 

I am ns convinced of the truth of the assertion which has so.otren been made that the 
present is a most hideous war as regards only what the poor guiltless part ui the popula¬ 
tion are suffering as I am of my own existence. , 

in the distinct from Shutnla to Rustclmk, and from Osman Bazar to bihstria, there 
arc nearly 200,000 innocent refugees, many of whom arc m a frightful condition, and 
what the number must he in that part of the vihwet on the other side of the Russian hue 
I cannot siv, but 1 have bean! that it hi as great, and that their sutfornig* also m 

dreadful , «, 

It bus been said on the Russian side that the Has hi-Razo uks kill mid mutilate their 

wounded enemies. Having heard that these men were to musts i in great force ut 
Suleiman -Pasha's attack on Mcichka on the 12th ultimo, 1 determined to be present 
myself, and in such a way as net Lt> create their suspicions A Bashi-Baa.ouk, it tmisi be 
remembered, is not any particular flare, as that of thy Zcibcks, Circassians, or RurdN, 
Everv Mussulman, not u soldier, from the Grand \izier downwards, is a Btissu-puzouk, 
tlsiii "is, one bound to take part in the defence of bis country if necessary -, and when 
Bashi-Razmiks go out during war, their object is tu support the military to lire utmost ut 
their power, J uni not ashamed to say that l am acquainted with many very respectable, 
and, I will add, humane Bashi-Bmmks; but there are black sheep in every flock 
Everyone in Turkey knows that the Christian and Bashi-Bazouky, when left alone, get on 
very well together in general. ft la also ns well known that the Basht-lkizuuKs ha' L ' 
suffered from the vicious guvcmtncnL of the country quite as much as the Ghristuiii^ 
would, buy olid all doubt, have joined them long ago in opposing this bad Government « 
means had not been taken from abroad lo set the latter against them. 

As regards the Russian wounded having been ill-treated by Basin- Buzouks, 1 u ill now 
give the result of tny very dilligeut inquiries on the (subject. 1 was assured that the 
Bashi Bazouks who bad committed any of these usceeaes were those ironi the w>wiHs and 
villages in the occupation of the Russians, whose wives uud children had been mussncicd, 
whoso houses hud been burnt, ami who, having escaped, followed the armies to take men 1 
revenge. The thing, it must be admitted, is shocking, but at atiy rate it is not wttnuut 
some explanation. Respectable lUshiTiuzouks huve told me thoJTi&elves that it is very 
bad, but very difficult to prevent. 

’When at Rustehuk I was told coulideulially by n friend ot tlnith Lliui Llie mitganuus 
within the Russian lines were so cruelly tinted and, when buy could not pay up, ill-treated, 
that they did not escape to the Turks for fear of being molested. On my arrival at 
[ISO] a 
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Rasgred 1 stiw General Faali Panto a, acting ne Commauderrin-chlef for Suleiman Pasha, 
who hftd been called Co Constantinople, and told him this. He thanked me, and imme¬ 
diately telegraphed strict orders to all the Generals under him from the Balkans to the 
Danube to take care that no Bulgarian coming from the enemy was Interfered with in any 
way; and that, if any came and were disposed to return to tell their fellow-countrymen 
that they Had nothing to fear, they were to be assisted, if necessary. 

With regard to the Circassians, the real scourge of this unfortunate population, who, 
notwithstanding nil their fearful sufferings, never cense to prowl about the country to rob 
and plunder them. 

Hearing a Turkish officer speaking very strongly against them, I asked how it 
was that they tolerated these ruffians. He replied that, Ef I promised not to name 
him he would illustrate to mo why, 1, of course, complied with Ids request, when he 
said that some two months ago a Turkish officer with some cavalry were detached on n 
certain service. On their way they heard shrieks some distance to their right. The 
officer ordered hh sergeant to go quickly and see what it was. In about twenty minutes 
he returned, ami said that ha found a poor Mussulman refugee family, composed of an 
elderly mnn and woman and several children, nil of whom were holding on lo a donkey 
of theirs whilst a Circassian was endeavouring to get it away from them, The woman 
shrieked, " If you take this we shall die here, as we cannot go on,’' The sergeant ordered 
the fellow to desist, when lie drew a revolver and pointed it at him. The former fearing 
the refugees might suffer galloped back after his party, who at once turned round and 
went up to the refugees. The Circassian and the donkey having disappeared., the officer 
asked the woman in which direction, when some of them galloped off and soon returned 
with both. The donkey was given bach to its owner, and the Circassian was laid down 
and moat severely bastinadoed, then ordered to go ofF quickly. The detachment after¬ 
wards passed the village to which the Circassian bad gone, and plainly saw the effect of 
the just punishment he had received, 

About a month afterwards a peremptory order came from Constantinople to find out 
and punish those that hud ill-treated the Circadian. The party could not be identified, 
and the officer actually learned that the order for their punishment had been scnL at the 
instance of Circassian ladies at Constnpttnoplo. And this, my informant assured me, 
i a constantly done; indeed, he added, that they know what ruffians these Circassians 
are, and what mischief they do to the regular troops, but fear of the ladies at Constantu 
noplc prevents them putting down w hat would require very little rime anil trouble to do, 
and he also added that this was the secret of the whole Circassian question. 

During my stay at Uustchuksome military hospitals near the Consulate were con¬ 
stantly fired at from acmes the Danube, I myself saw some sick soldiers who had been 
wounded by n shell which I saw fired into the hospital. 

Being doubtful whether, according to the Geneva Convention, tho Turks had a right 
U> establish those hospitals in a bombarded town, I spoke to General Fnzli Pasha at 
Rasgrad on the subject. He said that it was irregular, and that ho should go up to 
Hustelmk in a few' days, and have the patients removed to a farm, which would make a 
good hospital about an hour's distance from the town, and dose to the railway line, 

The weather was very severe at Rustchuk, and it continues so to this moment, Some 
ice- itt floating down the Danube, but it has not as yet frozen over, Directly 1 hear of a 
material change, 1 shall not fail to telegraph to the Foreign Office. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) R, READE, 


No. 238* 

Acting Consul Barker to the Hurl of Derby,—(Received January 28,) 

(No. 2. Political.) 

My Lord, Siifontea, Janiuiry Hi, 1878. 

i HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship's information, herewith inclosed, 
n copy of my despatch of the Mih instant to Her Majesty's Ambassador ait the Porte, 
reporting the movement of troops in Thessaly, the active military preparations at larisaa, 
and the arrival of refugees from the Servian fruiitier. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD B. B. BARKER. 
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In closure in No, £23. 

Acting CWiri Bark if to Mr. bayard. 

SrtJcnica, January I4 t 1873, 

Sir> ALL the poste fw» «nd Bpim h» WjjgMgBTSjfe 

and I have been prevented from reporting to ■ * £ Jl iat M rt SuteP reports on 

during the last few days, 1 have now the honour to info > t ’ are subjected to 
jS 8 much activity m military «■»■■ ■*!-»•*• nnd Xtterlof ail Krupp 
constant drill, fatigue parties sre wor " rt S . j c r( , at { v fr)r immediate service. 

^IS^ermSSSlii iL, o,^“ h 

°KSTfc-*~ - +* “" 


No. 229. 

Consul T. S. Reads to the Earl of Derby.- tR<r«ie«f Jmwry 28.) 

ttfe.1. Confidential.) Smyrna. January 18, 1878, 

M> ' AMBMOMAL addressed to Lord 

community of Smyrna,£ F rauat^^ud more especially of correcting-so far as the 
and political state of th» 1 k d relations with the Ottoman natives 

amsometanpes ^ [ ^1 X testimony-impressions prevalent in England 

G0T °S * £ the honour to inclose 

ahcre^hfcryonr l^i^^dcrat^ , sh ould M that with the preparation 

a 4KSsf kk* *fftara a'seos’isMs 

SS.-..S 3Z JUCO! * S&gsOtt 

(Signed) ’ THOS. S. RI3A0E. 


lnclosure In No. 229, 

BnilVA Residents in Smyrna to thv Burl of Bmconsjkld* 

Smyrna, January 17, 1378. 

reV serious, crisis through which 

members of the British community of 5n*y_>B.,j bwty g addressing to yonr 

«*► 

Ckti °Onr remarks have special reference to Anatolia, with which important portion of 
Asiatic Turkey wo are intimately acquainted. 
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There seems to be a very general impression in England that the Turks are a savage 
and cruel race, prone to every species of barbarity. This we emphatically deny* They 
arc, as a people, if not roused to religious- frenzy, kind-hearted,, hospitable, and generous, 
and although the savage deeds of (.tic wild rabble known under the general name of 
“Basin-Baaouk&" cannot be too severely stigmatized, these are the acts of the scum and 
outcasts of the country, who form only a small fractional part of the population. 

The prevalent impression, likewise, that the Christian subjects of the Porle are more 
oppressed and ill-treated than Mussulmans is altogether & misconception of the true state 
qf the case,, for we do not hesitate to assert that not only are the Cbrietisni Rayahs in 
Anatolia not specially ill-treated, but that, ns a general rule, they are better protected 
againat oppression than the poor Mu&Snilfn&ri peasant, whilst, at the same time, the Rayah 
enjoys the highly valued privileges of immunity from conscription and tolerance in matters 
of religion- 

As regards, however, the administration of public afFairs in Turkey, it would be impos¬ 
sible for us to speak ia terms top disparaging; and we entertain but little hope of any 
serious results from the Constitution recently promulgated unless the powerful influence 
of England is so brought to bear on the Ottoman Government as to insure the execution 
of the reforms which arc so indispensable for the future ’welfare of the coxmtry* 

We do not presume to suggest to Her Majesty’s Government the political line of 
conduct which they should adopt in the present grave conjuncture, having implicit confi¬ 
dence that in your Lordship we have a zealous defender of Treaties which have been 
obtained by vast sacrifices, and, at the same time, a staunch upholder of the honour and 
interests of Great Britain. 

With, Sm. 

(Here come the signatures of a considerable number 
of the principal British residents, headed by 
Mr, i. B* Patterson*) 


No. 23a 

VUc-Gqi ml Bonham lo the Rttrl of Derby. — January 28*) 

{No. 3- Political.) 

My Lord, January 21, 1878. 

I REGRET to have to report Lo your Lordship that typhus fever exists amongst the 
Turkish prisoners who pass through this, and men suffering from it have been taken to 
the hospitals In the town, whore also some of the nurses have been seized with the disease \ 
the prisoners continue to pass daily, as they have done since the 7th instant, but now 
sentries being placed round the trains, they arc not allowed to move about, not arc the 
public allowed near them ns was formerly the ease, 

The condition of the prisoners is deplorable, urn I I aonslder it my duty to report it lo 
your Lordship, and to mention the fallowing facts :— 

I have heard from ei perfectly reliable sourbe that a train of prisoners arrived on thy 
I4th instant at a station some distance from this, in the evening, when leave was requested 
that it might bo detained as the prisoners had not had food since leaving Bucharest, and 
must suffer fearfully if obliged to remain longer without it, the train was, however, sent 
on here, where fond was given them; but it would appear i neon test able that on the 
morning of the l5tlLthe corpses of upwards of thirty Turks were taken from the train. 
There is no doubt that evoryj'day in the (rains of prisoners some Turks are found dead - t 
reports on the subject arc very numerous,, and, of course, become exaggerated; however, 
from ten to twenty is, I am assured, about the number of the bodies removed from the 
trains daily i three days ago 1 myself happened to look into a truck of a train which bad 
just been emptied and saw live bodies lying in a heap. 

When taken Lo hospital I believe they nre well treated, indeed I 1 1 Live seen Turkish 
officers most kindly tended in the Russian hospitals, but it is In be regretted that the man 
in charge of the prisoner! do not treat them with more humanity. l bnve seen them 
treated very harshly; many stories are related on the subject., but 1 have heard from an 
eye-witness that the other evening, res tin prisoners were being removed from the 
Roumanian to the Russian trucks, one prisoner fell down Mid was lull lying near the line 
as dead, when about two hours after wards si gentleman hearing of it went to the spot, 
found he was nut dead, applied to the police and got him carried into the waiting-room h 
where, on Un being given him, he recovered* 
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The mortality amongst the **«- ^ ^ ^ 

the weather, being insufficiently elotliei and pr , UjWe> &Ci 

(Signed) E. W* BONHAM, 


No* 231* 


Mr. U S erJ to the Earl of £«■!*— (Bec«t$ Jamtry M.) 

(No. 78. Confidential.) CWtaclmoFfc, Jammsi 18 ■ 1878 ' 

Imperial Majesty's reply- j toe* & c * 

(Signed) A- H, LAY ARB. 


IncLosurc 1 in No. 231. 

His Majesty the Sultan to the Emperor of Russia* 

Lc 13 Janwfri 1878* 

^^dfplorVt I* cireonrtnnoa ■!“’» SSlSllS^' un 

SISx Sent* d'hmnani« trim con,ms dcvotroMejeetdlmpo^l^Jcv^^ 

coKfbnn&nciitil'eotantedtablieentre Ftiwiras. ct Namik Pacha, e» 

Due Nicholas, Server Pacha mon Mtotrc 1„ Grand Due lea 

qualitd dc p«ni[. 0 tcntia,res charge 1 ‘ '“e j pltnipotcntiaires partiroat amis- 
Sws lie 1“ r'i i h * P ,in# ' P K d “ n i^?,™4» tine voire Msa»t< Irapcrialc voudre 

Stnlilt' 3 n4>ch#n>, < )u “ noc * “ fdrCS +*“* P# ” 

Son d« sur tout k tMMre * In guerre. 


inelo&ure 2 in No. 231. 

The Ernmor of Rumn to His Majesty the SulUm* 

Le 15 Janvier, 1878. 

<M lSSSSi» m* i.«... eftssfSS&i «“■ SSSSS 

t m JSSX^ZSSS£^ * «*« “ * - “* 

doiveui subordonner la conclusion rt un um,slice._ 


No. 232. 

Mr. Lcyonl to the Earl of Derby.--{Received 28 -> 

(No. 79*) ‘ Constunimopk, January 18, 1878. 

M> YfclAVE the honour to inclose h§|j|ith 

from Commander Hamond^f number of fugitives, both 

account of matters &t Bourse- In \ . < hb w ^ich is far loo Midi to acemu- 

Mussulmans and hAns taken upon himself to charter a steam-tug 

YCS IftlW-t 1 would forward hi. report to your Lordship, and recom¬ 
mend ta your favourable considerstio.i tl,e request .1 coutam*. ^ ^ 

(Signed) A, H* LAYARO. 
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Jnctosurc l in No* 252* 
Commander Hamond to Mr * j Layard* 


Sir, ** Torch” Bouryhas > January 13, IS? 8 , 

I HAVE tli £3 honour lo report to your ExoellcDcy that I have this day dispatched the 
foliowing telegram to British Embassy at ConBtanlinapte 

J< Stringent orders from the Porte to leave man-of-war to keep order by patrols until 
Russians are close to town urgently required*” 

In consequence of a letter received |oM evening from Tier Majesty's Vice-Consul at 
Bcurghas, 1 this morning weighed :md anchored off the town. I found that 8,000 fugitives 
from the surrounding districts had arrived and many others were pouring in. 

Til* force of zapliehs being utterly inadequate for the maintenance of order, 
Mr* Brophy suggested to the Turkish authorities the advisability of landing patrols from 
one of the Turkish mcn-of-War, This was done. There are two Turkish war vessels lying 
hert^—a frigate lt Selim ii? a corvette " Edim^. JI 

Accompanied by the English Vice-Consul, I visited the Kaiiuakam and also the Senior 
Naval Officer, and urged strongly upon the latter Che absolute necessity of one muD^-of-war 
remaining for the purpose of keeping men patrolling the town to prevent disorder?, plun¬ 
dering &c, The Captain of the “ Selitrite" assured me that lie would do m, and not leave 
until the Russians were in sight, J dispatched the above telegram to you before the 
interview, and even now think it vary doubtful if the ship will remain without Rirther 
orders from hcad-qunrtera. 

The Vice-Consul in forma me that the towns of Aides and Karanbad have bean 
plundered, and, it is reported, burnt, by the Turkish inhabitants before leaving; (tfoo 
that various villages in this district have been plundered by Circassians. 

I have, &c* 

(Signed) RICH, H. HAMONDl 


Inclosute 2 in No. 232* 

Cbminaitder Hamond to Mr. Layard * 

Sip p "Torch,'* RouryhaS} January 16, IS78, 

I HAVE the honour forward to your Excellency a report relative to affairs at 
Bourchos* 

Since the 13th, thousanda of Fugitives, Moslems and Christiana, have been pouring 
into the place* The towns of Aides nnd Karrmbad have been burnt, by order of the 
Turkish authorities on Turkish inhabitants leaving* ! have been told that many Bulgarians 
have been killed at Kurmibnd. 

ThbOttomans here have only taken on board Moslem fugitives* This town is emptied 
of its inhabitants, they and their goods remaining on the bench. Ah fur as cun be a.iccr* 
tained, the town is to be burnt on the departure or the Turkish authorities, and the wretched 
people left will be at the mercy of the Circassians, 

All the Christian and Jewish fugitives from the interior have been plundered on their 
way here, and have literally nothing but the clothes they wear, 

Yesterday about 400 homeless women and children and! some men were brought on 
hoard, most of them from the towns of Aides and Kurtmbad. f have taken upon myself 
the responsibility of charts ring the British eteam-tug " Alexandria/ and have transferred 
over 250 of these people to her for passage to OdrLslantinGple* 

There will be then ton hoard here, when wo get the men.belonging to these families, 
over SOI), and I hope that you will'be able to send a vessel hete for fHetn* 

I tried to send e telegram to you to-day, but am afraid It will n 6 t be forwarded* 
l have received Mr, Brqtfiy on board, and he and l have been rioting in con junc¬ 
tion. 

For the Sake of humanity 1 hired this tug In the name of the English Government, 
and hope that wiint I have done will be approved* 

To-day tho Katmiikam ln£ willingly offered to supply me with bread for the fugitives 
on hoard* 

I have, &c* 

(Signed) RICH* H, HAMOND, 
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pr (fat nf fnmlivc* sent from this ship :~82 men, 100 womeo, 97 trap and girlE. 

40 & — * 

Tvomen* U* each; boys and girls, 1 0 s. each; infants, no cbar^E#, ^ ^ ^ 


No, 233* 

Consul Sir 0. Scirijht to the Earl ef Derby,—(Received January 28.) 

(No. 3. Political. Confidential.) Cor/u, January 24, 1878. 

My the data of the despatch which 1 had the honour of addressing to your 

SM 

**» to T rs ^ 1116 

SoutLJ but s“ that'only on the 18 th — 

Stances attendant on the naval movements in the waters of Congo referred to m mj war 
“ P ° t & The visit of the Greek gunboat to €■#>.«» <**ty 

jkS When the oolite maimer in wtech they Were reeved by the Coptam soon 

interpreter Dr. Constantine 

•'Tgl^&.tSsK SSKh *r "!>■££& !ffW'£Sa 

of the ^ironclad had received Ub naval educatran in bngland, and that lie nlso si«ihs 

wWwSS wbat the Greek gunboat™ 

+ l i,, s-Vf. Tin-!-, wtiiild iieht the Russians us long as they had a sin.'U sold ■ * 

opinions, confidenttv enunciated, may serve to show on what pounds intelligent 
ana educated Turks build their hopes of a favourable uwaMho prchent strugdK. 

(Signed ) 1 ’ CHARLES SEBRIGHT. 


No, 234. 

CW Sir C. mm <4 tht Eari of Berbs.-^ReeeM Jewry 28.)' 

(No. 4. Political. Confidential.) ^ ^ 1B7e , 

My VHAVE the hononr to transmit copy of a Report received by the mail of the 
21st instant from ttio Vice-Consul at Santo Maura, relative to military movements m t 

dteeetiou* 
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2. Preparations had been iriade for embarking for SHUto Maura llsree atkbiioiial 
coii]names from this garrison by the return mail steamer of the 22 nd snstant, but t ic 
expected order from Athens to that effect had not arrived, and toe departure of the troops 

WfctB BUBDCndCCIs 

3 „ The delay in the iransmisaion of the order in question is attributed to the change 
of Ministry i but the change of men will not, it is supposed, lead to any change in the 
military policy of the Goffernment* as the 2nd class of the Reserves i& being called out and 
embodied with all possible diligence. 

4 . In Ceph&Ionia alone, of all the islands, the military measures of the Government 

are regarded with aversion. t t , , iL , .. 

The opinion prevails there that if Greece gets involved m a war with Turkey, it will 

end m the min of the country. 

With, Stc- 

(Signed) CHARLES SEBRIGHT, 


Indoettue in No, 234, 

Vice-Consul Dae/™ to Corusul Sir C< Sebright* 

gj f Santa Maura, January 19, 1878. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, in consequence of a telegraphic order from 
Athens of the 16th instant, the following military movements have token place here;— 

Infanlry.—Captain Sidcropoulos 1 company left on the morning of the l/th for 

20 *iCaptains Kitosfelo^ and Condorsto's companies have left this morning, the former for 
Askkos and the latter for Vonitoa, 

Major Drakes* communding the Battalion* and Staff, hare also left for vpoitza this 
morning, the command of the garrison lmving been taken by Captain Hartaijanuie. . 

2, On Thursday morning (l7th] a Greek steamboat brought two companies of 
infantry from Corfu; and two more* making up the battalion* will, I am informed* arrive 
from that island on Wednesday nest. The battery of artillery remains here till further 
orders, and will he joined in a day or two by another from MissolongbL 1 his will bnng 
up this garrison to 1 battalion of infantry and 5 batteries of mountain artillery, 

3- The Government si earn-ship u Ampbitrite arrived at Port Alexander on the 
morning of the 17 th* and lauded 12 small Krupp mountain guns* along with a quantity of 
war material and other military stores from the Pincus. 

4 . The conscripts of the Reserve just culled out arc being recruited, and it ia stud that 
all the Reserve contingent of the Ionian Islands will bo sent here, 

5. Colonel Sapoinraki, commanding the Missofonght division, is expected here next 
week, 

I h&VCi &C« 

(Signed) ’ FRANCIS ONOFRIO. 


No, 235. 

di 

Mr* Bymi/nm fa fAe Bari of Derby ,'—(Jtesewerf January 28.1 

(Telegraphic,) Athens* January 27* 1878. 

A REPORT of peace- having been agreed to, which reached Athens yesterday* was n 
severe blow to the aspirations of the Greeks, and disturbances took place, and some lives 
arc said to have been lost. 


No* 236. 

Lard Ode Russell to the Ear! of Derby ^{Received January 28,) 

(Telegraphic,) Berlin, January 28* 1878, 

L HAVE received following telegram from Her Majesty's Consul at Tiilis 


llcasg telegraph to Foreign Office that orders have been scut to attack Eraerotitu" 
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No, 237. 

Mr. La-yard to the Earl of Derby,—(Received January 280 

\ Cowtantinopk, January 28* 1878. 

1 WmONSUL at Rod os to telegraphs that shout 3*000 Ru^iaus* inlimtry and 
citvalry, with 3 guns, are marching on Tdhorlu* Authorities are ordered to leave Fchorhi 
on their appearance, and transfer vilayet to Gallipoli. Greek hsh op ^dirapkceGov^ < 
Information from Keshan reports no movement towards Gallipoli; IW° Cire-aasianfi and 
over 5*000 Turkish refugees at ttodcusto, No transports. 


No. 238, 

Lord Lyons to the Earl of Derby,—-(Rwemd January 28* n-45 p.m.) 

,fti , i * v Pum* January 28* 1878* 3 45 f.m. 

I HAVE received the following telegram from Consul Mark, dated Marseilles, 

2Sfch January, 12*30 t.m.t™- 

" Four frigates- have left 1 o ulon for the levant. 


No, 239* 

lord Lyons to the Earl of Derby >-tRccm*U January 28,) 

f*r i v*i hi^\ Paris, January 28, 1878* A f.m, 

( WTH reference to nly telegram of 3*45 p.m. to-day* French Minister for Foreign 
Affoira tolls me that three iron-cMs, under toe command o| a Rem-Admiral, have sailed 
fof Smyrna* to he at band in case of protection Mf f medial for French mtizon« or other 
Christians in Turkey* and that a fourth went before ior the same purpo^ to -aln ca. 

He says that trie Italian Government, has aho sent three iron-clada to the Levant. 


No. 240. 

Mr. Wfjndhvm to the Earl of Derby>*—(Received Jrnmry 28.) 

. . - . /likens, Jimunry 23, 1878. _ 

<r<! m?lfref«n« ton.}- ic-kgrLm of 27 th, fcnoMtration *gain«too Mmisters, audio 
favour of war were attempted yesterdav aftemood, hot were preveuted by the troops. Stmts 
some Cities occurred. Troops are rill aoder arms, m ease of 

further disturbances, A „ 

Demonstrations are said to hsm taken place at 1 atras anti b>ra. 


No. 241. 

The Earl of Derby to Lord A. Lofiv J, 

lr & ‘f 75 i? Faretyn Office* January 28* 1878. 

y 1 HAVE to instruct your Excellency to endeavour to ascertain whnt is ^ |tur e of 
the “ulterior uudcrstnndiuK for ^.guarding the rights and 
Strsiis,” which was montiMtd ia the bases of peace commumeated to mo b> 

Schouvflfolf on the 25th instant* lam, &c, 

(Signed) DERBY* 
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No. 242. 

Consul St, John to the Earl of Derby *—(Received January £9.) 

(No* 5. Political) 

My Lord, Ragma t January 18, 1878. 

I HAVE been informed that the Prince of Montenegro, having now taken Antivari, 
ie advancing in the direction of the River Pejana, 

Though the district about to be occupied by the Montenegrins can never, owing to 
its rocky nature, be of any material advantage, it is thought that the Prince, with the 
view to an armistice on the bases of uti possidetis, is occupying all the territory he cm), 
and hopes thereby to establish a claim to a seaport, as well as to the much coveted district 
of Ljeschka Polje, situated between Spua and Podgorltza. 

I have, fcc, 

(Signed) C. ST, JOHN. 


No. £43, 

Comd St. John to the End of Derby—(Received January £9.) 

(.No, 0. Political,) 

My Lord, Rayusat January 19, 1878. 

1 HAVE again to report, an instance where officials ill Dalmatia have been infringing 
Austrian neutrality. 

From reliable information 1 have received it appears that u vessel, Hying Greek 
colours, is now landing at Budna munitions of war for Montenegro. 

There is no doubt, that if an investigation were made the officials in Dalmatia would 
deny the truth of such a statement; but, as l have already had the honour to report to 
your Lordship, the authorities ui Dalmatia entertain the greatest sympathy for Montenegro, 
and, when an opportunity occurs, are always ready to assist their friends, and to participate 
in such acts by purposely keeping out or the wuy, or by turning a deaf car when their 
attention is drawn to them. 

The transport of arms across Austrian territory invariably takes place at night. 
When this object has been accomplished, the authorities on being apprized, show the 
greatest activity, but arrive in time only to hear the dicers as the contrabaads of war lire 
being convoyed across (lie frontier. 

I am told by eye-witnesses that on such occasions priests professing the Greek religion 
may be seen tending a helping hand. 

(Signed) hlV *' % ST. JOHN. 


No. 244. 

Lord A. Loftus to the Earl of Derby,—(Received January £9.) 


(Tdegxiiphic.) 
WITH re 


St. Psttir.'iburfjhf January £8, 1878. 

reference to your Lordships telegram of to-day, 1 have received answer to-day 
from Imperial Government, in reply to my Inquiries, that 10,000 Turkish atek and wounded 
found at Bapliin have been taken charge of by General Gourko, but no special mention 
Is made of Lady Stmngford* 


No. 248. 

A/r. Layard to the Earl nf Derby,—(Received January 29.) 

(No. 130.) 

(Telegraphic,) GdurdfanJf January 2D, 1.878. 

€ A PLAIN FIFE telegraphs from Gallipoli 

M General Baker, with 4,000 troops and 500 artillery from Kara Grata. just arrived. 
As mtiny mure expected In two days.. Rejib and Suleiman arc coming, General Baker 
then expects to go to Click mcdjtf. All cannons were lost except mountain cannons,” 
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No. 246. 

Mr* Layard to the Earl of Derby*—(Received January 29.) 

AM ^ hie) CbfistaafDiopfe, Jmmrtf 29* 1878, 

Wvi .I OWING telegram has been received fnip Mr. Green :- , 

"The iSof torrent!**! to tfco Montenegrito Jt^rday, and that «t 

i - *» - 

r ^’r-^sf iESSit 3 SS*«*» m >....»» w» mmi 

Austrian inttuenec and that of the clergy might obtain withdrawal m safety of the 
troops, but Austrian Consul hesitates to apply tor instructions. 


X. 


No. 247. 


Mr, Layurd (a the Earl of Derby *—(lifcrived January 293 

Sim 139 Wp 1 January 29 f 1876. _ 

' e t GRAND VIZIER informs me that the advance of the. Russians upon rclmtaldja 
would increase number of fuktivas and confusion and pa me m Gonstantmopt^ but. that 
Porte is taking everv possible measure to preserve, sf possible, public order and maintain 
tonquajiy. Should the Russians succeed in advancing upon city it cannot unswei for the 

consequences. 


No. 248. 

Consul Sir C. Sebright to the Earl of Derby,—{Received January £9.) 

, , |.. . Corfu, Jamary 2% 1878. 

1 uem’vnd tm ** kst ni £ ]lt froru Conwl at p " tn “ f “ " avul “ lla P' 1Ll '" 

permission of Admiral, Iflft for (there ?) this morning. , t s 

Have requested Commander of " Rapid rl to visit south of island on return voyage, 

Corfu quiet. 


No. 219* 

TAr Ettrl of Derby to Consul SandmtL 

(No. 3. Political.) Foreign 0$ee, January 29, 1678. 

' ' I APPROVE your proceedings with a view to facilitate a settlement between the 
Cretan comniunitie/and L ComXioife sent by the Ottoman Government, as reported 
iu your despatch No. 1, Political, of the 6 th instant, ^ ^ 

(Signed) DERBY", j 


No, 250, 

Canwf-0^n«ral Eldridge to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 30,) 

;1 BeW, January S, 1878. 

J | HAVE the honour to trumsinit herewith* for your Lordship's mtamiatiflu> a copy 
of -i desnatoh which 1 have lids dav addressed to Her Majesty * Ambassador at Cau&ttm- 
reatlmg of the arte, at Ueyrout bftctmg the eretton of a CM* 

«*f****l I have Sc. 

(Signed) ’ 0 JACKSON ELDRIDGE. 
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I nd a sure in No, 250* 


Consul- General Eldridfjc to Mr, Layurd. 

gi- r Btyt&ut, January 6j IS7S. 

WITH reference to Mr. Vice-Consul Sago's despatch of the 26th ultimo. 1 have the 
honour to inform your Excellency that the orders and regulations affecting the creation of 
a Garde Givicuc were publicly read on the 2£hh ultimo at Ilcyrout, where this mEasurfl is, 
if possible, stUl more unpopular than at Damascus. 

The Mussulmans appear to have received it with the apathy of indifference; while: 
the subject is being actively discussed by (he ChrisU&lii, who are in no way inclined to 
consider this measure as a privilege accorded to them, but the reverse. 

No step®, however, have as yet been taken by the authorities to put the regulation 
into execution, and it is very generally supposed that no such attempt will be made. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) G. JACKSON ELD RIDGE. 


No. 25L 

Gfrn^uZ-General! FMridge to the Earl of Derby.—[.Remred January 30.) 

(No. 4. Political.) 

My Lord, Bet^rout t January 12, 1878. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy 
of a despatch which I have this day addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constan¬ 
tinople. reporting the arrival from Constantinople of a number of Bulgarian prisoners in a 
pitiable plight, and the steps taken to relieve ihcsir distress, which I trust will meet with 
your Lordship's approval, 

1 have, Sic* 

(Signed) G. JACKSON ELDRIDGE, 


Iocloeure in No. 251. 

Qum^Grperruf Etdridge to Mr. Ltujtird, 

Sir, Beyroulf January 12, 1878. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that on the 27th ultimo eighty-six 
Bulgarian prisoners arrived at Bey rant by the Austrian Lloyd's steamer from Constan¬ 
tinople, The original number was eighty-seven, but one died daring the passage and was 
buried at Cyprus, Of these eighty-six there were seventy-six destined for Acre, whom the 
authorities desired to forward to Gaiffa by the same Austrian steamer which brought them 
to Bey rout, hut the Captain refused to receive them on board. 

Having heard of the arrival of these prisoners and of their probable departure for 
Acre, 1 telegraphed to Uic Consular Agent to report to me the state in which they reached 
that place, and on the following day when l learnt that they wore still in Beyrout i sent 
to inquire whether they were fairly treated, and E was. assured they were* 

On the 30th ultimo those who were lo be sent to Acre were forwarded overland, the 
weather at the time being unsettled and wet* Upon some of the prisoners stating that 
they did not feel strong enough to walk, the authorities provided them with ton pack- 
animals for those who were too Iceblc to perform the march on loot. 

After proceeding about, two hours from Boyrout one of the mounted escort returned 
to Beyrout to report that, owing to the heavy state of the road and the debility of some of 
the prisoner*, more animals were required, and about twenty more wore at once sent, 

On arriving at a place called Khan Ivhaldi, about three hours from Boyrout, ft 
became evident that live of the prisoners were seriously ill, mid soon Hires of them 
expired* Upon this being reported to the authorities here orders were given for their 
interment, but it appears that the znpticbti of the escort threw' the bodies into an unused 
well, from which the authorities of Mount Lebanon, having beam of what had occurred, 
Kliuldi being on Lebanon territory r caused them to be taken out of the well and decentEy 
I mried* 

On the arrival ol the convoy of prisoners at Sid on on the following day, the other 
two who were ill died, ami ihe rest remained two days in that town, where their arrival 


125 


and pitiable state having become known, the Inhabitants, at the instigation oi Mr* Vicar 
Consul Abels and Ins brothers, provided them with extra food and clothing, besides 
furnishing them with small sum® of money for their wants on the way before they were 
sent on to Acre, One of the number complained of illness, was allowed to remain at 

Sidois, where he afterwards died. , . 

The above facts came to my knowledge in a greatly exaggerated term during the day 
of the 4th instant, and having heard on the following morning thatthore were stul ai 
Bey rout three Bulgarians who were ill, whom Dr, Worts bet, the physician m elnuge o l4i 
Hospital of the Knights of St John, proposed to receive into tbit establishment it the 
authorities would consent, I went at once Lo submit the proposal of Dr* 'Amtebet to m 
Excelleacv the Governor, from whom 1 learnt that there were ten prisoners stdl at Beyrout, 
wdio were destined for Damascus but three of the number having com pinned ol ill fleas, he 
hud detained the whole party till the sick were in a state to proceed* . . 

Had Effbndi declined on bis own responsibility to allow the sick Bulgarians to leave 
the prison, for the Hospital of St, John, ns he had already proposed to them the military 
hospital,which they had refused to enter.not. in my opinion, unpaturally. His Excellency, 
however* telegraphed at once to the Mu&hinmd Acting Governor-General foHusanthori^ 
tlon to allow the sick men to be permitted to take advantage of the offer of Dr. \ or » 
nt Ulc same time be gave me permission to see the prisoners* and to let me to have tnem 
vEited by Et doctor of my own choice, sis well as to afford them every reasonable assistance, 
taking into consideration their position as prisoners, . 

f consequently requested Dr. Wortabet to visit these men, mid in the eWw he 
reported to me that three wetre suffering from fever of various types, and that one he Icaied 

was so figrioudy ill that lie might not recover. , . 

The following morning, no reply baying been received born tho Muster at LJaimiseus. 
the prisoners were placed In a separate room, and five, who were found Jo be suffet-ing. 
were after a warm bath, provided with comfortable beds and bedding, and placid uii * 
the care of Dr, Wortabet, who charitably volunteered to take charge of them, bo that imw r 
with the kind permission of Racf EflSndi, they are properly eared I or till they are well 
enough to he forwarded Lo (heir destination, Dan ms mi*: ami there is no smvgei miv 
necessity for their being sent to the hospital, the Muster having rdnsed ins consent o 

took upon myself the responsibility of all expenses on Lina account, with the detiuli, 
of which I will not trouble your Excellency* us ! felt quite certain that my Fellow-country• 
IUC 3 I and the inhabitants oi Boyrout would help me should the expenses be more than 1 
could afford, and I have not had reuron to regret my wnhdcncc in the liberality ol the 
people of Beyrout, who Eiave already subscribed a aum amply sufficient to provide tor the 
temporary wants not only of those who are at Beyrout, but to allow some assistance to be 

given to t heir .comrades ut Acre* , * , , , . ,i 

The ten Bulgarians who are at Beyroul being in comparative comfort, l return to tlu. 

question of tbu unfortunate party* of whom six died on the road to Acre. E)unng toy 
interview with Racf Effendi, his Excellency assured me that he saw them before they 
started, and that not one of them complained of illness; but, as stated above, some mid 
they were too feeble to perform the journey to Acre on foot, and animals were accordttig > 
provided for then., and that had he known there wore any sick amongst them, he would 
have detained them. In which statement,. 1 believe,he was peikclly sincere, the prao o us 
sincerity being his having detained those destined for Damascus on leannng that three were 

S,Ck ' | pointed out to his Excellency that, however the ewe might bo, the responsibility of 
the death of those who hud perished on the road would fall upon him. and at the suiue i urn 
1 accused myself for not having perenhnlly inspected them while they wen- at Bcyiuutj 
and, therefore, from a humanitarian point of view, a certain portion ot t lie moral r ^R { " lbl ‘ 
bilily would rest upon me. although I was in no way officially charged with the welfare nl 

rumours which were circulated about the town it was Batd that the ^ffortnuLite 
men who were sent from Beyroul to Acre wore heavily ironed and without clothing 
beyond a rag over thdr shoulders; but I have carefully investigated this, and hud the 
SSUt to be untrue, Nona, as ter as I can learn* were in irons our only is said to 
have had id* hands tied with a rope attached lo the horse ol a itteuuted T&aptidi, and suint. 
may have been indifferently clad, though, to judge by the ten whom 1 saw, I should he 
inclined to uav that they were as well or batter clothed, m far as I coidu gutbc' hrem a 
rapid inspoctiun, than most of the labouring oIiiswm on the sea coast ol Syria, where Irou* 
the mildness of the dimnte a pair of drawers and shirt ol cotton, with a roug \ coat m 


the mildness of the dimeter a [nur 
winter, are considered ample protection from the cold, 

im 


Most of them were dad in their 
2 K 
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native coet-uine, do doubt, somewhat vvorn ? and those whom i saw were greatly in want of 
under-clothing, having, as they stated, Imd no chaise for many months, and this has now 
been supplied to them. 

1 cannot speak too highly of the humane exertions of Dr. Wortahet on behalf of 
these poor prisoners, as, besides devoting himself to attend the sick* he has exerted 
Inuredl'in collecting money Lo provide them with a inure nourishing diet, bedding, medical 
comforts, ami such articles of clothing as they were most in need oh Dr, Wortabut is of 
opinion, in which 1 quite concur, Eli at these [inor men were reduced to a state of debility 
hy a long imprisonment upon n lone diet* only about 2 Ibn. of bread cadi man per diem, 
so that the privations they had undergone rendered them incapable of resisting the 
exposure of eight days on the deck of a steamer during their passage from'Cou&Utntinople 
to Hey rout, ami especially els at that time the weather whs unusually severe, and must 
have told upon their already enfeebled constitutions, and caused them to be specially liable 
to fevers of various types, purliculnrly that known ns remittant or famine fever. The 
zaptiehs, or guards, wlio accompanied the Bulgarians from Constantinople to Bey rout, had 
on their arrival all to be sent to the military hospital, where 1 believe some still remain, 

In justice, ton, to Raef Effendi, I must say that hi* Excellency, on my putting the 
matter seriously before him, showed great regret at what had occurred,and displayed every 
disposition to assist us in aiding these men in misfortune. He has ordered an investiga¬ 
tion to he made into the conduct of the zaptlehs who accompanied the prisoners to Acre* 
and has promised that should any charge of cruelty (which has been alleged) be proved, 
the guilty parties shall be seriously punished. 

[ have requested Mr. G. Abels, who is at Acre, watching the trial of the murderers of 
Mr. Gale, to visit the prisoners who have arrived there, and to afford them such aid in the 
way of clothing and food as they may stand in urgent need of, and at the same time I 
have written to the Muta serif Zia Effendi requesting him to allow Mr. Abel a lo do hg* 

in Inking the steps above reported to relieve the distress of the Bulgarian prisoners, I 
beg to assure your Excellency that J have acted from no other motive than the dictates of 
humanity. 

I [lUY€ 

tSigned) ’ G, JACKSON BLDKlDGE. 


No. 252. 

Cwmrl-Gejierttf Eldridye to the Karl of Derby.—■(Received January 30.) 

{No. 5, Political.) 

My Lord, Beyrout, January 13, 1878. 

WITH reference to any despatch No. 72 of the 10th August Inst, 1 have the honour 
lo transmit herewith n copy of n despatch and Its iiiclosnres which I have this day 
addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, reporting the unsatisfactory- 
state of the district of Akfear, in the Mutaseriftik of Tripoli. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) G* JACKSON ELD1UDGE. 


Inctosure \ in No. 252. 

ClriMH^CfaiMnjJ EldrUhjc to Mr, Luyatd. 

gj Vi Beyrouth January 13, 1878. 

IN my despatches of the 23rd July nhd 10th August last, I Irnsl the honour to 
bring to the notice of your Excellency tire' unsatisfactory state of affairs in the district of 
Akkiir of the MuUiseriflik of Tripoli, and 1 have now the honour to transmit herewith 
an rxtract from a report which I have received from Mr. Acting Vice-Consul Blanche, 
according to which jt would-seem that the condition of the unfortunate inhabit nets has 
in no way improved, but mi her become wotije, owing to the violence and oppression of the 
Mussulman Chiefs, which the authorities appear powerless to rep teas. 

in support of this, 1 inclose precis of the two documents mentioned in Mr. Blanche'a 
report, also a pr&b. of a petition which has been addressed, to tnc by the priests of certain 
villages in a district adjoining A kkar, but depending on the MutAserifUk of llama, com. 
plaining of acts of violence mid pillage committed by the Ansariych upon the Inhabitants, 
to which Mr. Blanche alludes in n separata letter. 


k 


127 


1Mve already brought Um» matte* offidoudy ta the of 

Acting GJi-ernor-Genetal, but, engfoasoUs 1>si^X^o'pwaue# “»» beneficial result 

to ameliorate the condition of the nnCortanate 
inhabitants of the unhappy ffiitri* ra question. 

(Signed) ' " G. JACKSON ELDRIDGE. 


Indosure 2 in No. 252* 

Vice-Consul Blanche to Consai-GcMrul Eldridije. 

Tripoli) k 27 D&embre, 1877* 

(Extr LKS habitants <lu villus* VAutefit,« 

j'ai i’hoimeur do von* envoycr cl-mclus. U * ^ ^Vi^Sons ces 

nn& nlAca do four autonte, doril ci-mclus copie, qm v » J rag”.' . \ m 

llXureoacinant, 1® M j«iWiK» da Sjet. 

amel Je libSWfc tSUSWt da reoommander tea paavrea. gens tl’Akkar 

h votre sollicitudc touts Bp&iafo, 


Inclosurc D in No. 252. 

Extract of Petition presented bp the JnlMitat* of the Vtllajte of Amthfjil to the British 

*+(**** » u ao memb re, 1877. 

LBS tmrntm Chrftiana dtt viBngc *Cg 

ruuirument tics Mquentes a^W ava^M, at W iWt-Humcud-Et- 

gaudages, ot onlhvcment de best mux 7 T . , i eB nlriini.es qu*Us out fakes h 

Dtmtidisbly, du Cm de losu. Hamah, of out about! 

different^ reprises, tantdt ;mx nu antes dtr l J tur requite iu cap* d'uno 

SSSSSaSS!-*X3t E sS “ ““ * 

situation critif t u« on il’ -'™t rddiuts mf le b,;ul '“ otl1 llt teul b 
Suivont pluaieuM signatures. 


Indofiurc 4 in No. 252, 

Extract Of Letter oddrmod bp the K,,im«h„n of Akkar to the Governor of Tripoli. 

Re y \ ( - jyjctmhre , 18 / 7 . 

LB CMnrncam d'Akkat t^aMt »« Gouvarnaar |,“ 

m^nactc, 













Inclosuie 3 in No. 252, 

Petition addressed so Consul-General at Beyrout hy Priests. 

LES petitionudre& revieutreftt gurlcure plaintes eontre les attentats et me fails dc lout 
genre auxquela ih stmt sujets de la part dcs Anfisriydh*, et qu'ib endurricht pntiemnient 
rtvcij I'esprir qua le Gouvcrnemcnt finirait par prendre on consideration lour sort, at 
ften droit teller incisures pour mettre fin h. un lei dtat de dieses qui viot de s’empircr eetto 
Amide-ei, do sorto que I cor scut rievtent in support able, 

Lw A.neariydbs a'dtant Itguc-s au nomine Mohamad Aga*El-Ahmed Dsn&dishly, du 
Caza d'Akkar, ne $*imposant plus de tVein, et en hint jours troll actes de violence i north 
out coimnis sur les Cbrtfiitns* 

Lea mal fnitenrs Ansuriyrtis out altaqud, la mu it, its village de L&TOSanig, les vithigems 
endornda n T dUnt rYtvdlli^ ihrent re?us ii coups dc fen, Dix villngeots Chretiens ont £t6 
blesstfs. plus cju moius grifcvement, on dangereusemeni, et one femme dhr&icnnc a sue- 
combd h sew bhs&urcs; son cadavrc a Cti I'objet d*utie unquote do la part del autoiitds* 

Une uttnque pnrdtle a dtd dirtgde aussi contra Ic quarticr MoraniEc du village 
de Medita-Beit-cl-Houlon; dens C lire Hook ont asanasin^ et un autre gri&V'emeut 
bless£. 

I&sa Effendi Yngngi, notable Chrtsticn de Hpsn, se fcreuvait dans son viKfl^e tie 
Boutgc-Araba quftnd il vit sa ports forcee la nuit par des gens appurtenant k la suite de 
Mohamed Aga-d-Ahmed Dagdeebly, at ouxquels aljSbicnt joints quelques riralfuiteura 
Ansariyebs. nvee le fhmeux brigand Salih Zahir, qui avait assassinc Bounce passes, cn 
pleirs jour, le jtomrmf Khalil, fa Is de Gcorgo Djemal* Issa Effelldi, mcnacd par les inulfai- 
tours f a nJussi *\ so ddrober ; un de scs gens a £t<£ daugcrcusenrent. blesfidj ct trail jtiments 
de race lid appurtenant out vie cfdev&s, qinsi qu'unu besace apparteuunt h M. Gteorgu-el- 
Sihaf, dc Tripoli qui at trail vait cm ce moment son hAte, et qut contes&it, k sou dire, 
10,000 piastres, somme qii’El vonait tie rerubourser de eea ddbiteurs dang la Caza de 

Marital. 

Les p^titiormaires, on citant ecs nuts, cnlrc autres, s^ppuieat aur lc danger continucl 
mii monaec leurs jour^j et sollkdeut la protection bicnveillant^ dn Cqnsul-G&iimi de Sa 
Majesty Britunnique, afin que dei mesures soient prises en vue de leur inapirer In confmnce 
et b H^cuvit^ n^eesiaireis pour leur vie ert leura biena, nniretncnt ils no tmuvniieiit de mieux 
h ■fiiire que d’dmigror pour jouirde la secnriLo qnMls convoitcnL 

Suiveut les signatures et cachets do traizeenras de ddimmts villages des deux districts 
de Kosn et do Safita. 

Le 29 IS77. 


No, 253. 

ConsubGeneral Eldridge So the Earl af Derby. — (Uterired January 30,) 

(No, G, Political.) 

My IjirtL Beyrautf January 17, 1878, 

WITH rafurencc to my despatch No, q of the 12th instant, i have the honour lo 
tnmsniit herewith copy of a despatch which I have this day addressed to Her 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, reporting further on the condition of the 
Bulgarians who were recently sent from Constantinople. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. JACKSON KLDEIDGE. 


IncWira in Ny. 253. 

Consul-General Bid ridge to Mr. La yard. 

Sir, Beyroui, January 17, 1878, 

WITH ivli! ranee to fiiy despatch of (he 12th instant, i have the honour (<! 
inform your Excellency ill at tlm ten Bulgarian h who remained at IJeyraut are doing well, 
and are being provided for by the generality of the diavilably-d^poaed persons of this 
town. Thera are, however, :■• ltd some atnoiigit them suffering (horn feversj, and the rewi 
are in sudi an enfeebled condition ilia', some titno must elapse before they are in u fit state 
to proceed to Dtunascus. 
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The talc of tbo 76 who were sent to Acre is extremely sad. in my former despatch 6 
are already accounted for up to Sidon by their deaths. Of the 70 who leftbidom 4 either 
died on the read, or on their arrival at Tyre, and 4 were left in that town ill, who, 1 ha>e 

rust lenmt* have since died. .. , 

Of the remaining 62, one died on the read before readmit Acre, 3 immediately after 

their arrival, and 1 a few dava afterwards, ao that out of the 76 sent from Bey rout an the 
30th ultimo, only 57 remain, and of these, according to a telegram received two days ago, 
SO are seriously ill, but they arc now at least being cared for, the Mutaeeni of Acre having 
Allowed them to bo transported to the Greek convent, where they are attended by lha 
doctors of the place, and the inhabitants have supplied them with articles of the first, neees* 

filly m the way of food, clothing, medicines, &c. ^ r J , 

In Bcyront a committee has been formed to collect funds for these unfortunate men, and 
the Arrant at Acre of the committee has been authorized to expend at once 5GL ior their 
benefit according to his own judgment, as it appears certain that the amount Collected at 

Bevrout will be greatly hi excess of that sum. 

* It is currently reported that too unhappy dymg men were brutally ill treated on the 
road by the zaptiehs who were in charge of t hem, and that more than one died either under 
the blows he received or from the effects of them; hut this report I have not ns yet 
been able to verify, and 1 am loath to Mievo that such fiend* can cxi«t who would dlireat 
or strike dying men. The whole matter requires investigation, and if the reports m 
circulation are tree, deliberate murder has been committed, and the guilty persons ought 

to be punished for their crimes- . . . ,, . , . . 

I cannot cense to reproach myself for having permitted these unfortunate men to 
leave Bey rout without having first caused them to he carefully inspected by a medical man, 
which would in nil probability have led to their being detained here until they were in a 
fit state to be forwarded on t'u Acre, and by which it h likely many lives would have been 
Bayed and I belief the Mutaserif, Raif Effimdi, equally reproaches hrni^lf for having sent 
them in the state they were, which he insures me was unknown to U\m. 

It appear* now that these Bulgarians were not condemned to prison, but were simply 
sent into exile aa suspected and dangerous persons, which would make the treatment they 
have received and their consequent sufferings all the mere reprehensible, and greatly 
increase the responsibility of the Authorities. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G, JACKSON ELDHIDGE. 


No. 254* 

Mmoran&m by l ™ ichfi Pastor of the First Bulgarian Protestant Church at 

Banska. Samokor, Macedonitt.— (Received January 30.) 

TUB sufferings of the Protestant people in Bulgaria, at the hand* of the Greek 
Church authorities, Iiavc l>ee[i very great for year* past, ernd now are, and no cod( ideuce 
filmuUI on any account be placed in the promi*e-s of the said Church, hut a enuine rtiaulu 
be inserted in the Treaty with I he European Powers to secure full liberty of worship to 

Pratostants and Disscnto from the Greek Church, . „ . , 

rp], e B pirit of cruelty, oppression, and superstitionot the Greek Church m Gutgurm, 

is as great as that of the Romish Church at the time of the Reformation in England. 

3 ] was myself more than once imprisoned at the instigation of the Greek Church 
mjthnrities and laet year mv life would.have been taken had not it been for Lire active 
fntorfS of Mr. .1Blunt;the English Consul at Salunicm 

4 The Mahomcdan Government officers when uninfluenced allow ns lull religious 
liberty anil permitted us to have the quiet use of the Lord 1 * Day, and in some ease* have 
oven suspended collecting taxes, bring told that we transacted no secular business on 

tliat flinch of the offerings of the poor Bulgaritms has been from the rich members 
of the Greek Church, together with the Turkish tax-gatherers and Governors who, for 
their own unjust profit, unite together and plunder the people, 

ft. Before the war began, the IToteatimG were threatened by the members of the 
Creek Church that a & sunn ae Russia cornea they will he skmired alive, nud hitters ol 
last week inform us tbmt the perasseutinflft luive begun riceady, 

7 The Protestant ministora and people m Bulgaria draailcd the approach of (ho 
Russian authority, joined us it is to the dark, cruel, arid superstitious Greek Churoli, and 
ui tire approach of tire BttiUUezoukSj some of tire men dared not tlcc with the Russians 
[ISO] ' J L 
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for safety, but remained and were massacred by the Bashi-Baiiouks in their place of 
worship, 

6, Lastly, 1. am prepared to make a statutory declaration of the correctness and 
truthfulness of the above statements. 

(Signed) 1VANCIIO TGUGQROFF. 
06, Mildmay Road, A\* January 1 7, 1878. 


Ho. 255. 

Consul-General Stanley to the Earl of Derby.—(Received January 30.) 

(No, 8. Political) 

My Lnn!, Odessa, January 24* 1878- 

I HAVE the honour to report that Mr. Vice-Consul Moffat* under date of IGth 
instant* writes to mo regarding the movements of Turkish war ships off the Crimean coast, 
as follows;— 

" On the morning of the Kith instant an ironclad appeared oil" Sebastopol. On the 
1 Ith instant Eupatoria was bombarded by two iron-dads. I mu informed that the Turks 
fired 138 rounds, and that seven persons wore killed or injured in the town. On the 12th 
two iron-clad* appeared off' Yalta. They remained almost stationary about eight miles off 
for several hours, and at sunset they moved away to the westward. On the 13 th* two 
iron-dads bombarded Theodosia. 

“ The following h the substance of a telegram published at Simpherapol:— 

“ ' January —Yesterday, al lQ r 30* two ironclads approached Theodosia and bom¬ 
barded Lhe town for about three hours- Tlte enemy fired as many as 132 rounds, after 
which one of the iron-cUds stood out to sea and the other also left the roadstead to repair. 
Twelve houses were damaged, one soldier was killed, two wounded, and six contused. 
Seven of the inhabitant were wounded. On the following morning the vessels stood out 
in a westerly direction. On the 16th an iron.clad was off Yalta from daybreak till the 
afternoon 

* c It ib to Im remembered that* on the occasion of the first hombardmenl of Eupatoria 
last autumn p the garrison, in attempting the rescue of a merchant-vessel* were the first to 
open fire. 

“It is stated, though l cannot speak positively to the fact* that the bombardment of 
the llth and 13th instant took place under similar circumstances, the garrison being the 
first to fire. Both tit Eupatoriu mid Theodosia field batteries arc stationed. 

“The vessels that are at present visiting the coast of the Crimea me, I believe, in 
hopes of meeting with the cruisers from Sebastopol, Increased vigilance ha* evidently 
ensued from the recent capture of the 1 Mcrsina/ 

“It is not, therefore, unlikely that those places on the const where there is no artillery 
to challenge attack will remain unmolested. 

u Two iron-duds passed Yalta from west to cast this morning* and one has been seen 
for several hours off' Alupka." 

The above letter, though written on the Ifith* was only received by me to-day. Since 
it was written, Anapa, on the Circassian coast, bus been bombarded. 

As alt these places arc more or less fortified, they would appear lo he legitimate 
objects for attack, 

I have* &o. 

(Signed) ' G, E. STANLEY* 


No. 256, 

Cetonef Maude to the Earl of Derby* — [Received January 30.) 

(No. 2.) 

My Lord* Warmw, January 27* 1878, 

1 HAVE the honour to report,, for your Lordship's information, that during past week 
all the reserves in the Kingdom of Poland have been called in, and us fast ns they come in 
they are sent to complete the cadres in the inleror of the Empire. At the same time the 
reserves from Russia ure being brought here for the completion d the regiments The 
four fortresses of the kingdom have been quite lately put into a state of definite, their 
garrisons having been increased and large addition* made to their stores of ammurntfon, 


The 6th infantry division of four regiments has lately come m from the military 
district of Vtlna, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F, C. MAUDE. 


No. 257. 

Lard Lyons to the Earl of Derby.—'{Received January 30.) 

■My Lord, Pa™, January 28, 1878. 

J I HAD to-day the honour to inform your Lordship by telegraph that Her Majesty's 
Canard at Marseilles reported that four ships-of^war had left Toulon for the Levant. 

I took an opportunity this afternoon of asking M. Waddiogton for some information 
on the subject. He told mo that in tact four iron-dads had been sent to I urkish .waters 
in order that they might bo at hand to give protection, in case of need, to French oittreg^ 
as well as to other Europeans who might be oxpoued to danger* in case of troubles in 
Y urkey. 

J&L 'Waddington said that one of these vessel** the “ HlroineT bad sailed a clay ot two 
before for Solonica, and that the three others had just set out for Smyrna, under the 
command of a Rear-Admiral. 

M, Waddington did not at the moment recall the names of the three others, they 
lire stated in a newspaper lo be the “ GquIqisc/* the Guienue/’ and the “ Ccmronue. 

All .four are stated Ao be iron-dads of the first class. 

it. Haddington .told me that the Italian Government had also scut, three iron-dads 
to the Levant. 

I have, ere, 

(Signed) LYONS. 


Ho. 258, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mansfield to the Earl of Derby.—{Received January 30,) 


(Confidential) ’ Bucharest, January 30, 1878. 

IT Lb reported to me that three Russian army corps are to enter ihia country and be 
stationed in positions commanding Austrian frontier. 


No. 25U. 

Mr, Wyndhm to the Earl of Derby*—{Received January 30.) 

(Telegraphf^ AfAerts, January 30, 1878. 

BANDS of volunteers under Greek officers are reported to be continually leaving 
Greece for Tlipasnly to foment disturbances there. 


No. 200. 

Mr* Layard to the Earl of Derby.—{Received January 30.) 


(Telegraph io.) Gmitdmff titph, Jane (try 30, 1878. 

CAPTAIN FIFE telegraphs from Gallipoli lo-dny 

*♦ Reggib Pasha, with 4*200 men* just arrived, Number of troops arrived yesterday 
and to-day rather less than reported, Indadiag them, army of Suleiman end Shakir now 
numbers 35.000 men* with some mountain batteries. General Baker just starling for 
Constantinople , 11 
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No. 561. 

The Earl of Derby to Mr* Layurd. 

(Telegraphic.) Foray rt Office, January 30* 187 S, 4'30 t.h, 

A QUESTION will be asked in the House of Commons to-morrow aa to the 
approximate number of persons at Constantinople who arc entitled to the protection of 
Great Britain. 

Can yon send an answer by telegraph ? 


No, 262 . 

7%e EdiH of Derby to Mr, Laynrd, 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, January 30, 1878^ & '30 J?.M, 

CAN you inform Iier Majesty 1 "a Government where the Turkish fleet is ? 


No. 263. 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. Layard* 

(No. 134.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 30j 1878. 

I HAVE to request your Excellency to ascertain, if possible, wnut is the approximate 
□umber of persons at Constant i tropic who arc entitled to British protection. 

1 am, &c, 

(Signed) DERBY. 


No, 264, 

Consul St. John In- the Earl of Derby,—{Received January 3L) 

(No. 7 ♦ Political,) 

My Lord* Ettgusff, January 22, 1878. 

ATITII reference to my despatch No. 5 of the 18th instant, relative to Monte¬ 
negrin military movements in Albania, I have the honour to report that the l hi nee ot 
Montenegro has now extended his line of operations to the River Bojana. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C, ST, JOHN. 


No, 265, 


(No. 137.) 


Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.^{Received January 31.) 


(Telegraphic,) Comfiflrtfiaapfe, January 30, 1878, 

I LEARN on good authority that it is Lhe intention of the Greek Govofomunt to 
send troops to occupy provinces of Thessaly and Epirus before the conclusion of peace. 

No news from the Plenipotentiaries, who are believed to bo at Adritmople- Ruasiims 
continue lo advance on all sides. 


No. 266, 

Mr. Layard to the Bart qf Derby.—(Received January 31.) 

(No. 13S) 

(Telegraphic,) Cefitftanfinopftfj, Jftnuery 30, 1878, 

MILITARY ATTACHE at Gallipoli reports that telegraph clerk at Dedengatch 
reports at 3 i\M, yesterday afternoon 

" We arc leaving \ Rusalims arriving hero. Ferejik, L hear, occupied.'' 

Consul hero nays that Ruesmna may perhaps Dud there enough boats for 5,000 (?) 
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meB , 0M , same at W» ; »to jft $$/& or at™ by erreng^ent. Sea 

ahull be watched. _ 


No. 267. 

Lori A. L°M to the Earl of Derby,-(Reuh'^ Janaary 31,) 

„ „ ., . fit. Petersburg, January Si, 1878. 

( ^ r C i ) AL tolesmm from Grand Duke NioboW, toted Adriuwpto.Sjtato, 

aSh-s stc fgasu - 1 

tv™ Ceearewiteh. dated BreStowate, Wednesday, jfey 29, amitowa 
- yjSSP Osman-Baxar and tograd. Turks are averyvtae withdrawing to their 

fortresses. _ _ 

No. 268. 

The Earl of Derby to Consul Sandmth. 

(No, 3.) Foreign Office* January 31, 1878. 

sinners and the Cretan population. 1 am, &e. 

(Signed) DERBY * 
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